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DIPLODIA OR SPHAEROPSIS ?  It is great to get feedback from 
readers.  Here is one example:  Tom Shotzbarger, general manager 
of Tomlinson Bomberger Lawn Care  Landscape  Pest Control in 
Lancaster, PA wrote about “Diplodia” tip blight.  He was 
concerned that the pathogen formerly Diplodia, is now 
Sphaeropsis.  His comments are interspersed with comments 
from Bob and Casey.  Upon further investigation, it turns out that 
Sphaeropsis has been moved back to Diplodia after some work by 
John Hartman and Amy Bateman at the University of Kentucky.  
Tom also recommended the suggestions for management of high 
value trees with Diplodia tip blight:

Spider mites and lacebugs continue their 
impacts on a wide variety of plants. 

Drought continues to be a concern in 
many areas, particularly in MD where the 
lack of rain is devastating. Even in PA/DE 
young, newly planted trees have had a very 
difficult time. Monitor their water status 
and scout for signs of stress. 

Isolated branch tip damage from dog day 
cicada egg laying is also apparent now.

What's Hot!
LEOPARD MOTH.  At 2-3” long, the leopard moth (Zeuzera pyrina) 
is a large moth that may be observed from May-September. 
Adults have characteristic black and white spots on their wings, 
hence their name. It is an introduced species from Europe/North 
Africa.  However, the larvae damage over 125 species of 
deciduous trees including oaks, maples, lilacs, apples, and pears. 
They have a highly unusual life cycle. Several yellow eggs are laid 
in small clusters  usually in bark crevices. Newly hatched larvae 
crawl some distance, burrow into young branches, tunnel into the 
heartwood and feed. Caterpillars tunnel out of branches that are 
too small, crawl along the branch, and tunnel into a larger branch. 
At the end of the first year, caterpillars are 1 inch long. At its 
mature size of 2 inches in length, tree branches up to 3.5 inches 
and tree trunks may have been fed upon. Pupation occurs in its 
final tunnel. The entire life cycle takes about two years, 
sometimes longer.

Young and old shade trees are impacted. Early symptoms are 
girdled or broken twigs and branches with wilted/yellow foliage. 
Monitor trees for limb dieback, which is a key symptom. As a 
wood boring caterpillar, frass pellets are left inside the galleries 
and it is not common to see a lot of sawdust accumulation on the 
outside of the tree. Scout dead limbs for exit holes, which may 
contain frass pellets and/or pupal skins.

Leopard moth seems to only strike individual trees and does not 
spread rapidly. Control other than pruning out affected 
limbs/branches is rarely warranted. Woodpeckers, other bird 
species, and squirrels are important biological controls. As with 
all borers, growing a healthy tree is the best defense against 
injury. Chemical control is not practical as no synchronized flight 
times are apparent with leopard moth.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist
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WEEDS OF FORMER FARMLAND SITES. 
Most new developments are being built on 
sites that were formerly farmland.  After 
farming ceases, sites are often left vacant 
to grow up in weeds before construction 
begins.  A common weed in this situation 
is marestail or horseweed (Conza 
canadensis), a winter annual that 
overwinters as a rosette and sends up a 
large flower stalk the following summer.  
Marestail produces lots of light fluffy seed 
that can travel long distances.  It is 
common in un-mowed roadsides.  Mowing 
controls the stem phase but not the 
rosette. Herbicides for control in turf 
include 2,4-D, clopyralid (Lontrel) and 
others in the growth regulator category.  In 
landscape beds, use clopyralid (Lontrel); 
isoxaben (Gallery) has preemergence 
activity; and herbicides containing 
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View Hotline pictures for this issue at 
www.kentcoopextension.blogspot.com/
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1.  Selective pruning to remove all cones and affected 
branches and needles. The fungus can also overwinter in 
healthy, symptomless shoots/buds.  Pruning out healthy cones 
may be overkill since they are not likely sources of spores.  
2.  Thorough grooming of the ground to remove fallen 
needles, twigs and cones. Anything with fruiting bodies of the 
fungus should be removed
3.  Deep watering (slow drip) during summer and periods of 
drought. Do not use a sprinkler that wets the foliage.  Deep 
watering is always a good idea for reducing stress.
4.  Spring fungicide applications will protect new growth 
which is the most susceptible to infection. 
Diplodia is a major disease of Austrian and Scots pine in DE 
and rarely seen in other 2 and 3 needle pines.

Here's the link to Kentucky's, and Delaware's Diplodia info 
sheets:

 
 

http://www.uky.edu/Ag/kpn/pdf/kpn_1126.pdf
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/kpn/pdf/kpn_1127.pdf
http://ag.udel.edu/extension/horticulture/pdf/pp/pp-03.pdf
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oxyfluorfen (Goal, Rout, OH2) also provide good 
control.  Glyphosate resistant strains of marestail 
occur in Delaware, so Roundup may give little or 
no control.  Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense), a 
noxious weed regulated by the DDA, can also 
build up in these vacant sites.  It is a perennial 
weed that spreads by fluffy seed produced in late 
spring or early summer and by underground 
rhizomes.  Glyphosate spot sprayed is most 
effective in controlling Canada thistle in the fall 
or when it is in bud (late May or early June).  
Glyphosate is relatively ineffective when Canada 
thistle is growing vegetatively in the spring or 
after regrowth from rhizomes in summer.  
Triclopyr containing herbicides are highly 
effective on Canada thistle in turf (Turflon, 
Confront, others).  

Weeds (Continued)


	Page 1
	Page 2

