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ROSE. Now is the time to prune hybrid tea roses. Remove old 
dead canes and those with obvious cankers (sunken dead spots) 
for sanitation. There is quite a bit of winter damage in the form 
of excessive cane death even on roses whose crowns were well 
protected with mulch; probably due to fluctuating winter 
temperatures.. Wait until buds emerge before pruning, but most 
dead canes are pretty obvious now. Once pruning is finished, an 
application of liquid lime-sulfur will burn out any old cankers 
caused by the black spot fungus or other canker forming fungi. 
Be sure to check the label for application restrictions because 
lime-sulfur can burn tender newly emerged leaves, especially if 
temperatures get above 80F. It is safest to spray in the early 
morning or evening. 
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(Continued next column)

Garlic mustard is in a prime state to 
control in shady and natural areas (e.g. 
woodland/landscape interfaces).  The 
second year plants have not bolted and 
many of the first year plants have already 
germinated. In contrast, many native 
woodland understory plants are just 
beginning to flush out. Glyphosate 
products work well against garlic mustard.

We can’t say enough about this year’s 
winter damage.  Hold off pruning back 
branches with scorched foliage until 
plants have leafed out fully.  Assure 
customers that damaged evergreen leaves 
will be replaced with new foliage.

Callery pears that have spread from 
landscape plantings to roadside rights-of-
ways and forest edges are blooming now, 
calling attention to their abundance.  At 
this time of year, the only tree we should 
see blooming at the forest edge is our 
native serviceberry. 

What's Hot!

(Continued)

CONIFEROUS RUST MITES.  Rust mites are tiny microscopic 
creatures that cause a silvering or bronzing to the plant needles 
they affect. Two species present this time of year are the 
hemlock rust mite (HRM) and the white pine sheath mite (WPSM).  
These rust mites were covered in the Issue 1 of Hotline, but let’s 
explore some scouting and control recommendations in a little 
more detail:

Hemlock rust mite mostly feeds on hemlock and occasionally on 
spruce. HRM can be found any time of year, but has population 
peaks in the early spring (around 265-471 GDD) and again in late 
October to Early November. Bloom of Cornus mas (Cornelian 
cherry dogwood) may coincide with the spring HRM peak.

White pine sheath mite feeds on white pine. Damage from WPSM 
is often mistaken for air pollution, phytotoxicity, or seasonal 
needle drop when first observed. WPSM can be found in early 
spring but late summer-fall populations are also observed.  Bloom 
of Acer saccharum (Sugar maple) may be a plant phenological 
indicator for WPSM.

Monitoring for rust mites is tricky. A hand lens is usually 
inadequate to observe them. Instead, consider beat sampling 
branches over a funnel and into a vial, filling the vial with water 
or rubbing alcohol afterward. Then, utilize a 40 power or higher 
dissecting scope to view the contents of the vial in a dish. There 
are inexpensive scopes that can be purchased for this task, fancy 
ones are not needed. Rust mite eggs are slightly larger than the 
mites themselves and are often observed at the base of infected 
needles.

KABATINA BLIGHT is present on 
susceptible upright and prostrate 
junipers. Look for scattered dead branch 
tips on infected plants. Often there will be 
a gray canker on the twig separating the 
dead tip from the healthy part of the 
branch. Infection takes place during the 
late summer and fall and the symptoms 
appear in the spring on the old growth. 
(As a reminder, Phomopsis tip blight only 
infects new growth.) You can pruning to 
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Manage rust mites with sprays 
of 2% horticultural oil or a 
labeled product such as Avid 
(abamectin) or Forbid 
(spiromesifen). Many of the 
newer selective miticides such 
as Floramite (bifenazate), 
Hexygon (hexythiazoix) or 
other mite growth regulators 
have no affect on rust mites, so 
be sure to check the label prior 
to treatment. Naturally 
occurring biological controls 
such as predatory mites will 
often prey on rust mites, so 
critically evaluate the need for 
any spraying before 
application.

remove the dead tips but they will be shed anyway. Remove infected tips as 
they fall to the ground and dispose to reduce the fungus from the site.

ANTHRACNOSE on liriope is visible as irregular to elliptical spots with 
reddish-purple borders. Anthracnose is a minor disease on stressed 
plantings, but now is the time to remove the old foliage. This spring clean-up 
removes most of the old infected leaves and most of the overwintering 
fungus. 

CRABAPPLE SCAB.  Crabapples are pushing new growth now,  so now is the 
time to begin fungicide applications for crabapple scab on susceptible 
cultivars. Commercial applicators can apply Banner Maxx, Systhane, Daconil 
2787, Cleary's 3336 (thiophanate-methyl), or any of the mancozeb fungicides 
beginning now at 7-14 day intervals depending on the label directions. 
Crabapple scab does not kill trees but can defoliate them prematurely if 
weather conditions favor infection. The most effective chemical control is 
preventative fungicide applications before infection takes place during this 
time of year. Many landscape situations do not require heavy fungicide use 
and the use of resistant cultivars is always encouraged.
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