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STINK HORN FUNGI are beginning to appear where there has been 
rain in the last week or two. These curiosities are slender tube-
shaped fungi with reddish, pink stems and a brown slimy head 
that smells, thus “stink horn”. There are several variations; 
usually they are a species of Mutinus, the dog stinkhorn. These are 
not harmful; they are decomposing the mulch or compost. 
Remove by raking or some other mechanical means.

BLACK SPOT ON ROSE is defoliating unsprayed hybrid tea roses 
now. The conditions were not very favorable for this common 
disease earlier in the season, but now it is showing up on 
unsprayed roses. CERCOSPORA LEAFSPOT is beginning to appear 
on landscape roses such as 'Fuchsia Meidiland' and 'White 
Meidiland'. Cercospora produces small very red spots with gray 
centers on the leaves. It rarely needs control, just looks bad. The 
same fungicides that control black spot should control 
Cercospora. 

Cicada killers are out digging holes and 
patrolling territories.  The males fly 
around and chase dogs, cats, and kids.  
They are unable to sting, so try to scare 
'intruders'. Females dig the holes, paralyze 
cicadas, and bury them.  They are not 
aggressive and  sting only after severe 
provocation.  If control is necessary, use 
carbaryl dust sprinkled around entrance.

Green June beetles are buzzing over turf 
looking for places to lay eggs.  This beetle 
likes areas with higher organic matter for 
egg laying.  

Spider mites are active and populations 
are high especially in areas with little 
rainfall.  Spraying plants with a strong 
stream of water dislodges some mites.  
Horticultural oil, Hexygon, Floramite, and 
Forbid all provide mite control with 
minimal effects on natural enemies. 

What's Hot!
BLISTER BEETLES. This group of beetles gets its name because of 
the irritation caused by the defensive oil, cantharidin, which is 
released when beetles are rubbed or pinched.  The oil can cause 
blisters, especially when encountered in high doses on sensitive 
areas of skin.  Blister beetles commonly feeds on a variety of 
crops and sometimes ornamental plants.  Adults are 
conspicuously colored and can be found gregariously feeding on 
host plants.  

This summer the margined blister beetle, Epicauta pestifera, is 
feeding on hosta leaves.  Margined blister beetles are black with 
gray margins, about 0.50  1.25 inches in length, and have heads 
wider than their thorax.  Blister beetles emerge in late May  June 
as adults and females lay masses of yellow cylindrical eggs (50 -
300 eggs/mass) in shallow ground depressions.  Eggs hatch after 
one to three weeks. The beetle begins the winter in the soil as a 
larva in an earthen chamber, but as winter progresses the larva 
molts into a pupa.  Margined blister beetles are typically active 
between late-May through September and there is only one 
generation a year.  

Blister beetles are usually not common pests on ornamentals and 
generally do not require treatment.  Cultural control includes 
careful hand removal of the insects from infested hostas.  Gloves 
may be used to protect hands from possible reactions to the oils 
secreted by the beetle when it is removed.  Chemical control 
could include carbaryl or a number of pyrethroids.
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WEED INDICATORS.  Weeds that are 
prevalent in turf or beds can be indicators 
of problems. Correcting these problems 
can reduce the need for other weed control 
measures. Low mowing height can be 
indicated by annual bluegrass, bentgrass, 
bermudagrass, crabgrass, mallow, purslane 
or other low growing weeds. Acid soil 
indicators include red sorrel and 
bentgrass. Compacted soil results in 
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SEPTORIA LEAF SPOT is beginning to appear on dogwoods 
(flowering, red-twig and silky dogwood). Look for small angular 
spots with gray centers. It can resemble dogwood anthracnose but 
Septoria occurs late in the summer (August through September) 
while anthracnose occurs back in May and June most seasons. It 
rarely warrants control.

CERCOSPORA LEAF SPOT on hydrangea shows up as scattered, 
small brown or purple spots (1/4-1/8 inch) that first appear on 
leaves near the base of the plant in midsummer. The centers turn 
tan to light gray and are surrounded by a brown or purple halo--a 
frogeye leaf-spot pattern. Remove dead/diseased leaves, apply 
nitrogen to maintain a moderate growth rate, and water to slow the 
development and spread of Cercospora leaf spot. The appearance 
of symptoms is usually delayed until late summer to early fall, so 
protective fungicides are rarely needed. Protective fungicides 
(applied at first spotting and as needed) are suggested only on 
highly valued plants that suffer noticeable damage every year. 
Fungicides include Heritage, Daconil, myclobutanil (Immunox, 
Eagle), mancozeb, and thiophanate-methyl (Cleary's 3336, Halt).

Diseases (Continued)

prostrate spurge, knotweed, goosegrass, 
chickweeds, or  bermudagrass. Low fertility 
soils often have more plantains, red sorrel, 
brome species, and if enough moisture, 
white clover. Black medic, carpetweed, red 
sorrel and sandbur indicate dry soil. Wet 
soils often have yellow nutsedge, annual 
bluegrass or other bluegrasses, bentgrass, 
chickweed, crabgrass, ground ivy, 
speedwells, or violets.  Excess shade is 
indicated by annual bluegrass, rough 
bluegrass, chickweed, ground ivy, 
nimblewill, or violets. High fertility soils 
often have crabgrass, bermudagrass, and 
bluegrasses (annual and perennial). Soils 
that have recently been seeded often have 
foxtails, crabgrass, and many annual 
broadleaf weeds. 
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