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FROM THE DIAGNOSTIC LAB.  We are starting to see symptoms of 
bacterial leaf scorch on oak. Due to the environmental stresses 
this year, diseases such as bacterial leaf scorch and some leaf 
spots are showing up a month earlier than usual. We are also 
seeing some spray damage or phytotoxicity from horticultural oil 
or other chemicals applied during hot and dry conditions.

ORNAMENTAL HOTLINE PICTURES NOW 
ONLINE. You can view pictures for each 
issue of Ornamentals Hotline at a newly 
created blog for that purpose:

Japanese beetles are on the rapid decline 
in many areas, especially those that have 
not had much rain this summer. Spraying 
now is not recommended unless the 
condition you observe is extreme.

Twospotted spider mite is increasing on 
landscape trees and shrubs. Intensify your 
scouting regime and utilize proper 
management strategies. Many miticides 
are available to the professional for this 
purpose. 

Diplodia tip blight has hit many trees hard 
these past two years. Almost all two and 
three needled pines are affected. It is too 
late to spray anything for control this 
year. Removing heavily infected and dead 
limbs are the best treatment now. Monitor 
infected specimens and plan for control 
beginning early next year.

www.kentcoopextension.blogspot.com

What's Hot!
WHY PLANT HONEYLOCUST ANYWAY? A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S 
RANT:  Okay, maybe it is the summer heat or the fact that I'm in a 
bad mood today. Perhaps I just want to create controversy and 
haven't been able to hit the “delete” button before thinking better 
of it. I have seen marvelous Gleditsia in my life and where it is 
planted for woodland restoration is the exception to the title 
above. Here is my rant…

The honeylocust balance sheet as I see it. Please remember that 
this is the “pest free plant” of the 1950's…

Positive:
Tolerant of a wide variety of water and temperature conditions
Tolerant of a wide variety of soils
Takes pruning well
Does not get girdling roots or “bust up sidewalks ”
Attractive bark
Available at almost any nursery, anywhere, any time, any size

Negative:
Not the strongest wood, but certainly not the weakest
No flower display
Messy, Messy, Messy (“but you don't have to rake the leaves”  
C'mon, Pleeze!)
'Sunburst'  looks chlorotic
Get “real”, people - thornless cultivar development is something 
cool in raspberries, but not in most trees
People always spell it “honey locust”--those two words irritate me 
A “few” pests--mimosa webworm, locust borer, honeylocust 
borer, honeylocust plant bug, honeylocust leafhopper, 
honeylocust spider mite, honeylocust rust mite, honeylocust pod 
gall midge, European fruit lecanium, calico scale, lawnmower 
blight (Nectria/Thyronectria)

Ah. That feels better. Okay - honeylocust is NOT on my top 10 list 
of things to plant. If you'd like to know, my top 10 list of things 
YOU SHOULD plant consists of: any 9 non-invasive plants that 
you've heard of but I haven't - AND - any 1 oak of your choice 

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
IPM Coordinator, Longwood Gardens

DISEASES
Nancy Gregory
Plant Diagnostician

(Continued next column)

Insects (Continued)
that grows well in your area. Why? 1. 
Because if I haven't heard of it then it 
probably doesn't t have many pest or 
disease problems and 2. I feel The world 
needs more Quercus. I just wanted to vent 
on this particularly now that Western PA 
and Maryland have recorded Emerald Ash 
Borer and we will all get the inevitable 
question of what to replace Fraxinus with.



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

Cooperative Extension
Townsend Hall
Newark, Delaware 19717
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WEED MANAGEMENT FOR COMPLETE RENOVATION OF TURF IN FALL.  Plan now for weed control where turf is to be 
renovated in late summer or early fall.  If a complete renovation is to be done, one option is to apply 2 applications of 
glyphosate herbicide, three weeks apart.  Allow sufficient time for any remaining weeds to die after the second 
application before renovating.  Ideally, turf areas should be irrigated to encourage weed growth prior to applying 
glyphosate as it will not work well on drought stressed weeds.  Glyphosate is not totally effective on some perennial 
weeds such as nimblewill.  For troublesome perennial weed patches, Basamid soil fumigant may be an option.  
Basamid is applied as a granule and is watered in.  It performs best if it is tilled in or is tarped with plastic. Research 
has shown good control of nimblewill, bermudagrass, and creeping bentgrass by fumigation with Basimid.  It also 
controls many soil born pests (diseases and insects) and kills weed seeds and perennial propagules. One advantage to 
this approach is that seeding can be done 7-10 days after treatment.  In contrast, 2 applications of glyphosate will 
require a minimum of 4 weeks lead time.   Another consideration when doing fall renovations is reseeding 
restrictions for preemergence and postemengence turf herbicides.   Read the label for each product that you use and 
make sure you will have enough time between the last application and desired reseeding date.  Examples of reseeding 
restrictions: Dimension herbicide single application will require a 3 month waiting period before reseeding, 4 months 
with a split application; Barricade herbicide has a 4 to 7 month waiting period before overseeding depending on the 
rate used.  

WEEDS
Gordon  Johnson, Agricultural Agent, Kent County
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