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YUCCA PLANT BUG.  Yucca (aka “Spanish Bayonet”) is gaining 
popularity in our landscapes because of its bold appearance and 
low maintenance characteristics. The Yucca plant bug 
(Halticotoma valida) is a true bug that is present in very high 
numbers in this year. Its insect family (Miridae) contains both 
plant feeders and predators of other insects. Damage from yucca 
plant bug is restricted to yucca and agave.
Yucca plant bug damage is a white stippling 
(mottling/dotting/striping) on affected leaves. They also leave 
behind dark tar-like waste spots on foliage. Because yuccas are 
evergreen, the damage from yucca plant bug may be retained on 
the plant for quite some time, as opposed to plant bug damage on 
deciduous hosts (i.e. honeylocust, ash, or Caryopteris). In 
addition, adult yucca plant bugs damage flower blooms and 
infloresences, causing spotty, distorted flowers and bloom 
reduction with their sucking mouthparts.

Yucca plant bug overwinters as eggs laid in October and 
November, with hatch observed in April. Damage from the first 
generation was noted in late May this year in Delaware and SE PA. 
The fast-moving black and orange colored insects are easy to 
spot. Five nymphal stages are reported with a total developmental 
time (egg hatch to adult) of about four weeks. Three generations 
in Maryland and five generations per year in North Carolina are 
noted. It is safe to say that with the warm weather we are 
experiencing, several more generations could be observed. One 
state noted that first generation damage was always the worst, 
but I have seen little signs that they are letting up!

Manage Yucca plant bug with sprays of insecticidal soap, 
horticultural or neem oil when active populations are observed. 
Neonicotinoid pesticides such as Merit, Celero, and Tristar can 
also be used as preventative systemic drenches in nursery and 
high-value landscape situations. Foliar applications of Pyrethroids 
and Orthene would be the last resort.

Populations of maple mealybug and cottony 
taxus scale have been plentiful on Sweet box 
(Sarcococca). 

Yellownecked caterpillars have been noted 
feeding on blueberry and several native plant 
species. 

Japanese Beetles seem to be cycling 
downward in their abundance  make 
insecticide decisions critically at this point as 
they will be gone in a short time on their 
own regardless of sprays.

European pine shoot moth damage was 
brought into the Sussex County extension 
office.  Adults have left damaged tips by 
now, so prune out dead buds an dying tips.

Look for brown frass around bark cracks and 
if dowood borers are active, spray 
entomopathogenic nematodes on bark 
cracks to control larvae.

It seems that there are lots of Bed Bugs in 
Delaware. This is not a sanitation problem. 
Bed Bugs move with humans. They are 
extremely difficult to control. For more 
information see: 

 .  Why are Bed Bugs 
exploding? Most of us think it is because we 
no longer do broadcast sprays for 
cockroaches anymore. The good news is that 
Bed Bugs carry no human diseases.

http://www.uky.edu/Ag/Entomology/entfact
s/struct/ef636.htm

What's Hot!

(Continued)

HOSTA VIRUS X.   Hosta virus x is an emerging problem on 
hostas, very easily spread by cutting or trimming.  Infected 
plants may take up to three years for symptoms to develop; 
therefore many infected plants have unknowingly been sold and 
distributed.  The virus does not kill the plants, but results in 
unsightly mottling and stippling of the foliage.  Some cultivars 
may be infected and not show symptoms or show very mild 
symptoms.  Infected plants should be destroyed, pruning tools 
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

PHOMA STEM BLIGHT on the groundcover vinca or periwinkle is 
very common now and has been favored by recent wet, cool 
weather. Look for gray-green foliage and black stems. Remove 
dead stems. Plants often recover by producing new stems and 
filling in dead spots. Thin out beds and remove dense shade to 
reduce excessive wetness and increase air movement to help 
drying. Fungicides help if applied early in the spring and 
repeated until dry weather comes. Fungicides with thiophanate-
methyl (Bonomyl), mancozeb and copper should provide some 
control. Check fungicide labels for more information.

Powdery 
mildew is easy for homeowners to control with a number of 
fungicides, such as Immunox, Infuse, Bayer Advanced Tree, Shrub 
and Flower Disease Control, Bonomyl, and others. If you want 

AZALEA LEAF GALL is still common on susceptible azaleas. The 
large fleshy leaves will be green to whitish and eventually gray 
and shriveled. Pick and destroy the galls. It is caused by the 
fungus Exobasidium and is favored by wet weather and shade.  

POWDERY MILDEW is beginning to appear on hosts besides 
flowering dogwood. Perennial phlox, rose, spirea, ninebark, have 
all been observed with powdery mildew this week. Powdery 
mildew is not generally lethal to plants but can disfigure them 
significantly. If control is desired, there is a wide range of 
available in addition to the resistant cultivar option. 

sterilized, and hands washed thoroughly after 
working with the plants.  HVX needs a living 
host, so it will not survive in the soil and hostas 
may be replanted after 3 to 4 weeks.  Commonly 
infected cultivars in the marketplace include 
'Gold Standard', 'Striptease', 'Sum and 
Substance', 'Golden Tiara', and 'Blue Cadet'.  

Hosta virus x may only be confirmed with an 
ELISA test by Agdia testing services or by labs 
using ELISA testing.  There is not currently a 
quick ImmunoStrip test available. Wholesalers 
are now relying on tissue culture labs to test 
before they culture and start new plants.  
Examine plants carefully before you buy, as one 
symptomatic plant may indicate that the whole 
lot is infected.

Diseases (Continued)

Editor’s Note:  The Growing Degree Day numbers for Sussex 
County have been inflated for the past few weeks due to a 
computer calculation error.  This week’s number is correct.  Sorry 
for the misinformation.

What’s Hot (Continued) 
One specimen of the Brown Recluse spider was brought into 
Entomology & Wildlife Ecology this month from a residence in 
Newark. It was positively confirmed by Dr. Mark Lacey. We are 
in the process of working with the Pest Control Company 
charged with the treatment to determine if this is an isolated 
individual or a reproducing population. Brown Recluse spiders 
are not known east of Tennessee/ Kentucky.  This is the 
second record for Brown Recluse in Delaware. The first, in 
1982, was found at Dover Airforce Base and confirmed by 
Dewey Caron. No more specimens were found in Dover.  We 
have no Brown Recluse in the Reference Collection at UD, in 
spite of many years of entomologists collecting arthropods. 
There are other causes for non-healing wounds on patients 
and the spiders the vets hear about may be the yellow sac 
spider -- another dangerous spider.  Here is a link for more 
information 

. Note that the correct pronunciation is re-CLUSE (as in 
reclusive), not REC-luse. 

http://dermatology.cdlib.org/DOJvol5num2/special/recluse.ht
ml
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