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DROUGHT.  Many areas of the state are in drought conditions or 
bordering drought conditions. Some of our trees are beginning to 
show symptoms of the lack of rain. Yellowing of older leaves on 
tulip poplar, brown leaves on sycamore and marginal leaf scorch 
on Katsura tree (Cercidiphyllum japonicum) are all due to lack of 
rain.  Watering or rainfall will alleviate the symptoms.

BACTERIAL LEAF SCORCH ON OAKS.  While producing leaf 
symptoms that look like drought, these are not caused by the lack 
of rain, but by bacteria. An infected red oak in the UDBG is now 
symptomatic of bacterial leaf scorch. Although other shade trees 
like sycamore, red mulberry, elm, and red maple can be infected, 
our experience here in DE indicates that red and pin oak are the 
most commonly infected trees. There is no cure for bacterial leaf 
scorch.

OVERWATERING.  Avoid overwatering beds of annuals, especially 
with overhead sprinklers.  The diagnostic lab recently had a 
sample from a bed of wave petunias that melted out from 

Powdery mildew symptoms on phlox, bee 
balm and particularly flowering dogwood 
have increased dramatically here in the 
last week. It is almost too late for any 
control measures, but new growth could 
be protected if fungicides were applied to 
the new healthy foliage. 

What's Hot!
LACE BUGS. This is an excellent year for lace bugs--including 
hawthorn, azalea, sycamore, and oak lace bugs in and around 
Delaware.  Azalea lace bug adults peak between 2802 and 3418 
GDD.  Hawthorn lace bug populations peak in July (1769 GDD) 
and have one generation a year; oak, sycamore, and azalea lace 
bugs may have two to three generations a year.

Lace bugs, found on leaf undersides, suck out plant juices with 
piercing mouthparts.  Symptoms include yellowish flecks on 
upper leaf surface coalescing into large bronze-colored patches.  
High populations may damage plants enough to cause premature 
leaf drop.  Adults are hard to see so look for the fecal matter, 
which appears as shiny black spots called tar or resin spots.  

Use horticultural oil or insecticidal soap for control; treatments 
must be applied to the underside of the leaves since this is where 
the insect feeds.  These organic control options help conserve 
natural enemies that feed on lace bugs.  But, with high 
populations or excessively damaged valuable plants consider 
using traditional insecticides, such as acephate, carbaryl, 
cyfluthrin, and pyrethrin.  One or two repeat applications may be 
needed at 10-14 day intervals.  Apply imidacloprid as either a 
foliar application or soil drench, but soil drenches should be 
made earlier in the year for maximum control.  

(Continued)

YELLOW NUTSEDGE (Cyperus esculentus) is 
a troublesome sedge in turf and landscape 
beds, particularly in irrigated and wetter 
areas.  It has shiny, yellow-green grass-like 
leaves, a triangular stem (characteristic of 
sedges as a group) and, if kept un-mowed, 
will produce a yellow-brown seed head 
cluster.  It spreads by rhizomes and 
produces tubers. One plant can produce 
up to 700 tubers in a season.  Tubers have 
buds that will send out new shoots 
following a dormancy period (cold 
required).  Tuber sprouting is promoted 
by high soil moisture. Viable seeds may 
also be produced.  Yellow nutsedge 
tolerates light shade; medium mowing 
heights; and can grow through plastic 
mulch and landscape fabric.  Nutsedge is 
often introduced through tuber infested 
soils carried with planting material (such 
as B&B plants). 

Control of established patches of yellow 
nutsedge is difficult.  Hand digging is 
ineffective unless all tubers are removed 
from the soil.  Tillage and hoeing 
promotes multiplication and spread.  
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pythium root rot and crown rot as a result of over 
watering and high temperatures.

PEONY BLOTCH is just now beginning to appear 
on garden and tree peony.  Look for purple to 
dark red spots on the upper surface of the leaves 
and the corresponding lower surface will be 
chocolate brown color. The fungus Cladosporium 
will also infect the stems and produce circular 
spots with red borders. Be sure to remove and 
destroy infected leaves and stems in the fall to 
reduce overwintering spores. It's too late for any 
fungicide control this season unless you are just 
seeing the first blotches, but the disease does not 
seem to affect plant health all that much--it just 
makes a mess of the leaves.

Diseases (Continued)

Mulch can suppress nutsedge; however some nutsedge 
plants can grow through the mulch.  Moisture control 
(keeping areas dry) will limit nutsedge emergence but will 
not work in irrigated areas.  Fortunately, there are several 
herbicides that are effective on nutsedge.  Use metolachlor 
(Pennant Magnum) applied preemergence in landscape beds.  
Use halsulfuron (Sedgehammer) applied post emergence in 
established woody landscape plantings and turf.  Use 
sulfentrazone (Dismiss and several combination products) 
for post emergence control in turf.  Bentazon (Basagran T/O) 
can be used over the top for nutsedge control in established 
turf and some ornamentals and as a directed spray in most 
landscape situations.  Two applications are generally needed 
for best control.  Glyphosate (directed, wiper, or spot spray 
applications) can also control nutsedge; however 2 or more 
applications are often needed.
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