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MIMOSA WEBWORM (Homadaula anisocentra) is an introduced 
pest of both honeylocust and mimosa trees. Trees grown in 
nurseries may be more susceptible. There are usually two 
generations per year. The overwintering pupal stage gives rise to 
small, gray moths that lay tiny, rose-colored eggs in late spring. 

Young larvae strip/skeletonize the upper surfaces of leaves and 
produce copious amounts of silk. The silk sandwiches together 
leaves and small branch tips. Eventually, these webs are quite 
visible on the tree. The caterpillars vary in color from pinkish 
gray through green to dark brown and will ultimately grow to 
about 5/8 inch in length. They are active in the webbing and move 
around quickly when disturbed. After feeding, these larvae use 
silk threads to lower themselves into bark crevices or to the 
ground and pupate in small, white cocoons. The 2nd generation is 
produced quickly afterward in mid-late summer.

Research at Purdue indicates that isolated honeylocust trees are 
more commonly affected than trees grouped closely together; 
observations in this region seem to confirm this. Early research 
indicates resistance amongst certain thornless honeylocust 
cultivars, but no definitive resistance has been proven. Manual 
web removal is not a practical control method.

Several pesticides are used against mimosa webworm. Sprays of 
Bacillus thuringiensis 'kurstaki' (Dipel, Bt Worm Killer, many 
others) may be used very early in the season if the eggs or young 

Nutsedge is thriving in the moist soils 
throughout the area.  Look for a grass-like 
plant with yellow green leaves and a 
triangular stem that is taller than the 
surrounding turf.  Control with Manage.

UD’s New Castle County Extension Office is 
moving August 7 to 461 Wyoming Road in 
Newark.  Its current office will be closed July 
25 through August 4.  While the office is 
closed, the Garden Line will remain active 
and soil tests may be purchased at 152 
Townsend Hall.

Scout now for Sycamore plant bug and 
twospotted spider mites on sensitive plants. 
Bald cypress rust mite has also been active in 
our area.

Green June beetle adults seem to be present 
in higher numbers this year. Clients may be 
confused and report them as ground-nesting 
bees.

What's Hot!

(Continued)

PEONY BLOTCH is now evident on garden and tree peony.  Look 
for purple to dark red spots on the upper surface of the leaves 
and the corresponding lower surface will be chocolate brown 
color. The fungus, Cladosporium, will also infect the stems and 
produce circular spots with red borders. Be sure to remove and 
destroy infected leaves and stems in the fall to reduce 
overwintering spores. It's too late for any fungicide control this 
season unless you are just seeing the first blotches.  The disease 
does not seem to affect plant health all that much, just makes a 
mess of the leaves.

CROWN GALL AND ANTHRACNOSE.  Wintercreeper euonymus, 
Euonymus fortunei, is a versatile landscape plant in the 
landscape.  It is often plagued by euonymus scale, which is 
widespread, but also gets a few diseases. Recently I saw 
specimens with both crown gall and anthracnose. Crown gall, 
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larvae are found during scouting and 
before webbing. Neem products containing 
azadirachtin such as Azatin, Ornazin, and 
Azatrol provide some feeding repellency 
along with larval knockdown. Conserve 
(a.i. spinosad) and pyrethroids are used 
once webs are widely observed to protect 
against greater damage by subsequent 
generations.

Insects (Continued)
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PHOMA STEM BLIGHT on the groundcover vinca or periwinkle is 
very common now and has been favored by recent wet, cool 
weather. Look for gray-green foliage and black stems. Remove 
dead stems. Plants often recover by producing new stems and 
filling in dead spots. Thin out beds and remove dense shade to 
reduce excessive wetness and increase air movement to help 
drying. Fungicides help if applied early in the spring and 
repeated until dry weather comes. Fungicides with thiophanate-
methyl (Bonomyl), mancozeb and copper should provide some 
control. Check fungicide labels for more information.

Powdery 
mildew is easy for homeowners to control with a number of 
fungicides, such as Immunox, Infuse, Bayer Advanced Tree, Shrub 
and Flower Disease Control, Bonomyl, and others. If you want 

AZALEA LEAF GALL is still common on susceptible azaleas. The 
large fleshy leaves will be green to whitish and eventually gray 
and shriveled. Pick and destroy the galls. It is caused by the 
fungus Exobasidium and is favored by wet weather and shade.  

POWDERY MILDEW is beginning to appear on hosts besides 
flowering dogwood. Perennial phlox, rose, spirea, ninebark, have 
all been observed with powdery mildew this week. Powdery 
mildew is not generally lethal to plants but can disfigure them 
significantly. If control is desired, there is a wide range of 
available in addition to the resistant cultivar option. 

caused by a bacterium, produces galls of varying diameter on the stems close to the soil and are greenish white when 
new. As they age, they become brown and wood-like, resulting in physical weakening of the branches and possible 
some breakage and branch dieback. Pruning them out when first observed can be helpful but plants seem to survive 
with them for some time. The other disease I saw recently was anthracnose on 'Green and Gold' euonymus. 
Anthracnose produces small round spots as small as 1/16 of an inch to about a ¼ in. in diameter scattered 
throughout the canopy.  Small black fruiting bodies of the fungus can be seen in the larger spots. The result is varying 
amounts of defoliation resulting in bare twigs. Chlorothalonil (Daconil 2787) and other labeled fungicides can protect 
plants from infection in the future if applied before or when symptoms just begin to appear. The wet weather and 
individual plant health issues will determine infection levels.

BACTERIAL LEAFSPOT ON ZINNIA is very common now on many beds of annual zinnias. Small angular spots with 
yellow borders can be seen on the lower leaves. As the season progresses and if rainfall continues as it has been, look 
for the disease to move higher on the plants and make them look poorly by fall. There is no effective control at this 
time. Copper fungicides/bactericides may cause some reduction or halt spread if applied now.

BLACK SPOT on rose is defoliating unsprayed hybrid tea roses now. Cercospora leafspot is beginning  to appear on 
landscape roses along with black spot. Cercospora produces small very red spots with gray centers on the leaves. It 
rarely needs control just looks bad.
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