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LEAFSPOT.  An increasing leaf spot disease of Rudbeckia was 
noted last week, caused by the fungus Septoria rudbeckiae.  
Symptoms begin as small dark lesions, usually angular in shape, 
which enlarge to ¼ inch in diameter.  Septoria produces small 
dark fruiting bodies called pycnidia, containing threadlike spores.  
The fungus overwinters in infected plant residue and spores are 
released in late spring and early summer, causing leaf spots first 
on the lower leaves. The spores of the fungus are dispersed by 
splashing water, require moisture to germinate, and can cause 
infection throughout the growing season.  Removal of infected 
leaves at the end of the growing season is important to reduce the 

Lace bugs are out on cotoneaster, azaleas, 
oaks, and hawthorns.     Predatory insects 
and parasitoids attack this pest.  
Insecticidal soap, imidacloprid, acephate, 
and pyrethroids are products available for 
control.

Egg cases of eastern tent caterpillar are 
being found. Removing egg cases now will 
help reduce eastern tent caterpillar 
populations next spring.

Recent rain has promoted an outbreak of 
powdery mildew on summer phlox.  Even 
resistant cultivars are covered in mildew.

What's Hot!
FALL WEBWORMS.  This insect feeds on over 85 species of trees 
including, walnut, hickory, fruit trees, maples, cherry, and 
sweetgum and has two generations in the mid-Atlantic area.  Fall 
webworms overwinter as pupae in leaf litter, old nests, or 
crevices found in tree bark, and emerge in mid  late June.  
Females lay eggs on the underside of leaves and eggs hatch 
between 802  1517 [1105 peak hatch] GDD.  The larvae are pale 
yellow to pale green with black spots along the back.  Caterpillars 
are covered with long white to yellowish colored hairs.  

After the eggs hatch, larvae form webbing around a few leaves 
and begin to feed.  The caterpillars feed gregariously and encase 
other leaves in their webbing as they grow.  The webbing of this 
insect is found at the end of branches whereas, the eastern tent 
caterpillar makes webbing in branch crotches.  Caterpillars feed 
for about six weeks before pupating.  Adult fall webworms are 
white and sometimes have brown to black spots on the wings.  
The second generation of fall webworm is seen later in the 
summer with peak egg hatch at 2723 GDD.  

Removing the webbing and caterpillars from the terminal 
branches in small to medium trees is an effective method of 
controlling fall webworms.  Birds, wasps, parasitoids, predatory 
bugs, and other predators often provide control of fall 
webworms.  An application of Bacillus thuringiensis 'kurstaki' 
provides control of fall webworm if it is applied when the larvae 
are small.  Spinosad (Conserve), pyrethroids (bifenthrin, 
deltamethrin, lambda-cyhalothrin, etc.), and tebufenozide (Mimic) 
are other products available for control if populations are not 
controlled by natural enemies or pruning

(Continued)

NIMBLEWILL.  Muhlenbergia schreberi, is a 
warm season perennial grass that is a 
common summer  weed in older 
established turf.  It proliferates in moist, 
shady areas, but also can be found in full 
sun, especially where there is irrigation.  
Nimblewill has thin stems that can root at 
the nodes when touching the ground and 
forms dense mats. It also spreads by seeds 
that are produced in late summer.  It is 
similar in appearance to common 
bermudagrass (wiregrass) in that it has 
small leaves and is wiry in appearance; 
however, it can be distinguished by the 
lack of rhizomes or true stolons and by 
having a short, membranous ligule 
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number of spores that will start infections the 
following year. Proper plant spacing and 
thinning of volunteer plants will increase air 
circulation around foliage and allow leaves to 
dry quickly. Avoid overhead irrigation. The leaf 
spot damage is primarily cosmetic, and infected 
plants will bloom despite unsightly leaves.  A 
protectant fungicide application in mid June will 
help reduce initial infection and slow the spread 
of the disease, but it will not cure infected 
leaves.  Applications may be made periodically 
throughout the growing season (check fungicide 
labels for instructions on spray intervals and 
rate). 

Diseases (Continued)

(bermudagrass has a hair-like ligule).  

Control of nimblewill in landscape beds is accomplished 
by post-emergence applications of grass herbicides: 
sethoxidim (Vantage), fluazifop-P-butyl (Ornamec, 
Fusilade II), and clethodim (Envoy plus).  In cool season 
turf there are no good selective herbicides currently 
available.  Hand digging or use of non-selective 
herbicides such as glyphosate followed by reseeding or 
sodding is the recommended control.  A new herbicide, 
mesotrione (OutPlay), is very effective on nimblewill in 
cool season turf and will become the standard for 
control if and when available in the future.

Weeds (Continued)
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