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LACE BUGS are a group of pest insects composed of many 
species.  Lace bugs are usually found on the underside of leaves 
and they suck out plant juices with piercing mouthparts.  Feeding 
damage appears as yellowish flecks on the upper leaf surface 
that coalesces into large patches causing a bronzed appearance 
on the leaves.  High populations may damage plants enough to 
cause premature leaf drop.  Small lacelike adults may be difficult 
to see; an easier method to verify the presence of this pest is the 
fecal matter that appears as shiny black spots called tar or resin 
spots.  Lace bug nymphs are not lacelike, but are spiny and 
usually dark brown to black.  Lace bugs feed on ornamental trees 
and shrubs.  

Hawthorn, azalea, and oak lace bugs are all common species 
found infesting plants in Delaware.  Hawthorn lace bugs feed on 
hawthorn, cotoneaster, quince, crabapple, mountain ash, and 
pyracantha.  Azalea lace bugs tend to feed on evergreen 
ornamental shrubs; oak lace bugs feed on different species of 
oak trees.  Hawthorn lace bug populations peak in July and have 
one generation a year; oak and azalea lace bugs have two to three 
generations a year.

Plants grown under stressful conditions are more likely to have 
lace bug problems.  Stressful conditions vary for each type of 
plant, but may include situations such as too acidic soils, too 
much sunlight, or not enough water.  Horticultural oil or 

Samples of cedar-apple rust on crabapple 
continue to come into the lab. The fungus is 
now producing the raised bumps on the leaf 
with the white tendrils on the lower surface. 
These are catching gardeners attention. It is 
too late for control and some defoliation 
may take place.

Look for dogwood sawfly to start appearing 
soon on shrub dogwoods.  This pest 
congregates and can  can cause significant 
damage as they skeletonize leaves.  Remove 
small infestations manually or spray young 
larvae with horticultural oil for control.

Fall webworm has been observed on 
blueberry and other hosts.  Prune out 
affected terminals.

What's Hot!

(Continued)

POWDERY MILDEW is a troublesome disease on the old cultivars 
of crapemyrtle because it infects the flower trusses and prevents 
blossoms from opening when infection is severe. The breeding 
program at the U.S. National Arboretum released new cultivars 
that are resistant to powdery mildew and the disease is no longer 
a concern with those cultivars. A short list of cultivar names to 
look for depending on flower color and size would be 'Hopi', 
'Zuni', 'Apalachee', 'Sioux', 'Biloxi', 'Natchez', 'Tuskegee', and 
'Witchita'. Before buying one of the new dwarf cultivars I would 
suggest asking the nurseryman if it is resistant to powdery 
mildew. The new dwarf cultivars vary in their resistance or 
susceptibility to powdery mildew. If fungicides are needed on 
susceptible cultivars, Cleary's 3336 (Bonomyl), Systhane 
(Immunox), or Banner Maxx (Infuse) could be used as well as 
other labeled fungicides.

insecticidal soap is recommended for 
control; treatments must be applied to the 
underside of the leaves for effective 
control since this is where the insect feeds.  
These organic control options will help 
conserve the natural enemies that feed on 
lace bugs.  High populations of lace bugs 
or when valuable plants suffer from 
excessive damage, require the use of 
traditional insecticides.  Some insecticides 
available for use include acephate, 
carbaryl, cyfluthrin, and pyrethrin.  One or 
two repeat applications may be needed at 
10  14 days intervals to control this insect.
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

PHOMA STEM BLIGHT on the groundcover vinca or periwinkle is 
very common now and has been favored by recent wet, cool 
weather. Look for gray-green foliage and black stems. Remove 
dead stems. Plants often recover by producing new stems and 
filling in dead spots. Thin out beds and remove dense shade to 
reduce excessive wetness and increase air movement to help 
drying. Fungicides help if applied early in the spring and 
repeated until dry weather comes. Fungicides with thiophanate-
methyl (Bonomyl), mancozeb and copper should provide some 
control. Check fungicide labels for more information.

Powdery 
mildew is easy for homeowners to control with a number of 
fungicides, such as Immunox, Infuse, Bayer Advanced Tree, Shrub 
and Flower Disease Control, Bonomyl, and others. If you want 

AZALEA LEAF GALL is still common on susceptible azaleas. The 
large fleshy leaves will be green to whitish and eventually gray 
and shriveled. Pick and destroy the galls. It is caused by the 
fungus Exobasidium and is favored by wet weather and shade.  

POWDERY MILDEW is beginning to appear on hosts besides 
flowering dogwood. Perennial phlox, rose, spirea, ninebark, have 
all been observed with powdery mildew this week. Powdery 
mildew is not generally lethal to plants but can disfigure them 
significantly. If control is desired, there is a wide range of 
available in addition to the resistant cultivar option. 

ANTHRACNOSE on red oak was diagnosed this week. On mature leaves anthracnose symptoms include small spots 
scattered on the leaves as well as varying sized spots that follow the veins. Later in the summer and fall these spots 
often enlarge into the large brown blotches that follow the veins. Control is rarely needed. 

FOLIAR NEMATODES.  My planting of plumbago or leadwort, Ceratostigma plumbaginoides, is showing symptoms of 
foliar nematode damage. On plumbago foliar nematodes produce red-purple blotches that follow the vein pattern of 
the leaf on the oldest leaves. Unfortunately there are no controls for foliar nematodes in the landscape. Picking and 
removing infected leaves may make you feel better, but will probably not help much.
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