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DAYLILY LEAF STREAK is now evident with increased humidity 
increases and rain showers. This disease caused by the fungus 
Aureobasidium produces elongated yellow streaks with a reddish 
brown margin on the leaves. Early symptoms include irregularly 
shaped brown blotches on leaves. Fungicides such as Daconil, 
Cleary's 3336, Heritage or Compass on a 14 day schedule from 
now until mid-July will provide control if applied before 
symptoms appear. As the weather cools, late in the summer the 
plants recover on their own without chemical controls. 

BROWN PATCH was identified this week on tall fescue. This 
disease, caused by the fungus Rhizoctonia, occurs during the 

Bagworms are definitely the insect of the 
week (or past 2 weeks).  Young bagworms 
are forming new bags now and can be 
controlled with BT (Dipel), Confirm or 
Conserve.  Mature bags can be handpicked 
from plants any time.

Japanese Beetles continue their early 
emergence this year. Applications of 
repellent insecticides made before feeding 
occurs provide the best results. Cut out 
heavily skeletonized leaves of plants like 
Cannas and dead head roses back to tight 
bud to keep problems minimized.
 
Witch Hazel leaf blight is still occurring 
even though dry conditions are prevalent; 
don't confuse it with drought stress.

What's Hot!
LECANIUM SCALES.  Two species of Lecanium scales are 
problematic in our landscapes and the next few weeks offer good 
management opportunities. Fletcher scale (Parthenolecanium 
fletcheri) affects a wide variety of coniferous plants such as 
Taxus, arborvitae, junipers, and even Taxodium spp.. European 
fruit lecanium (Parthenolecanium corni) affects a broad range of 
broad-leaved woody plants such as redbud, hawthorn, dogwood, 
and oak. Lecanium scale adults appear like little brown lumps 
grouped along branches. They feed on plant sap and leave 
“honeydew”, which gets on leaves, cars, etc. and promotes the 
growth of sooty mold. 

They have one generation per year.  Crawlers look like tiny 
yellow-orange dots when tapped onto a white sheet of paper. 
Earliest crawlers probably occurred about June 15 in our area 
with median crawler observations between 850-900 GDD. The 
crawlers will migrate to the undersides of leaves/needles and 
spend the summer months there  then migrate back to the 
branches to spend the fall and winter. They will resume growth, 
mate, and lay eggs the following spring.

The settled crawler stage is the best time for control. Many 
insecticidal products are registered. Horticultural oil (1-2% v:v) 
works quite well. Occasionally, re-application is needed about 3 
weeks later to ensure all crawlers have emerged and settled. 
Naturally occurring parasites also control lecanium scales--look 
for tiny holes in the adult scale's cover. Predators like lady 
beetles feed on lecanium scales. Insecticides sprayed well after 
crawlers have settled provide only limited effectiveness. Soil 
systemic insecticide applications such as imidacloprid work well 
against lecanium scales if applied in advance. Systemic 
applications made now will take effect in the fall.

(Continued)

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

OVER-IRRIGATION.  With the recent dry 
weather, many landscapes and turf areas 
are receiving irrigation.  Over-irrigation is 
a common problem that can occur with 
improper use of manual irrigation 
systems, automated irrigation systems 
with design flaws, poor irrigation 
scheduling, and irrigation systems with 
maintenance problems (broken sprinkler 
heads or missing drip emitters).   I

Excessive irrigation can lead to many 
problems.  Frequent, light irrigation can 
lead to shallow rooting, especially in turf, 
making plants more susceptible to stress.  

Gordon  Johnson
Agricultural Agent, Kent County

(Continued)

CULTURAL INFO

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
IPM Coordinator, Longwood Gardens



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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summer with night temperatures above 68 F, high day temperatures 
and high relative humidity. Look for leaf spotting (irregular and some 
spots will have a thin reddish-brown border between the green and 
tan spots on the blades) that results in circular brown patches 6 
inches to 2 feet and thinned turf.  Small patches can coalesce to 
blight large areas when weather conditions are ideal. All turfgrasses 
are affected, especially tall fescue and ryegrass. Mature turf is rarely 
killed since this is a foliage disease and does not kill crowns, but one-
year-old stands of tall fescue under severe conditions can be killed. 
Avoid over fertilizing in the spring; don't apply any nitrogen during 
the summer; only water early so turf does not remain wet at night. 
Symptoms will disappear when the weather changes. Fungicides 
(Heritage and Compass are best and Daconil 2787, Cleary's 3336, 
Eagle, Banner and Chipco 26GT are effective) are best applied 
preventatively. For

Once symptoms 
are seen it may be too late to get good control unless the weather 
turns cooler and less favorable for infection.

 homeowners--Scotts Lawn Fungus Control 
(thiophanate-methyl granules) or Spectrcide Immunox Lawn Disease 
Control Granules (myclobutanil which is in Eagle). 

Diseases (Continued)

Excessive watering can increase foliar 
disease pressure in turf and root and 
crown rots (Phytophthora, Pythium) in 
susceptible woody ornamentals and even 
in some perennials and annuals such as 
geraniums and chrysanthemums.  Over-
irrigation also results in nitrogen 
leaching and runoff.  Excess water can 
lead to increased weed pressure from 
nutsedge, nimblewill, bent grass, 
crabgrass and moss and will decrease the 
longevity of preemergence herbicides.   
Weed growth on top of mulch is 
encouraged in landscape beds that stay 
wet.  Drainage ways, low areas, shaded 
areas, and areas with restrictive soil 
layers are the most at risk for 
overwatering.

Cultural Info (Continued)
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