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COTTONY SCALES.  Three species of scales often infest plants in 
our area and now is the best time to control them. Collectively, 
we refer to them as the “cottony” scales because of their long, 
white egg sacs. Here's an I.D. hint to separate them  check the 
host range and egg laying site.

Cottony maple scale (Pulvinaria innumerablis) occurs on several 
plants, but particularly on silver maple and hickory. The adults 
and eggs are almost always found on stems and branches, with 
crawlers settling on leaves for the summer until they migrate 
back to the stems to overwinter as female scales. The crawler 
period in our area peaked at approximately 1388 GDD. 

Cottony maple leaf scale (Pulvinaria acericola) occurs on many 
plants, but is most often observed on maples, dogwoods, black 
gum, and Pieris. Adults and egg masses are found all over the 
plant, but usually on the leaves. They migrate twice after the 
crawler stage  once back to the twigs in the fall and then from the 
twigs to the leaves in the spring. It is often confused with cottony 
maple scale (above) or maple mealybug (Phenacoccus acericola), 
which does not injure plants as severely as cottony maple leaf 
scale.

Cottony camellia/taxus scale (Chloropulvinaria floccifera) occurs 
on hollies, sweet box, Cephalotaxus, and its namesake hosts. Like 
P. innumerablis, it has two migrations per year and the adult 
females dry up and die after laying eggs  leaving only the cottony 
egg mass on the leaf. Egg hatch from a single mass can take place 
over 6 weeks. Peak crawler stage for this scale was 830 GDD in 
our area.

Septoria leafspot on Rudbeckia 'Goldstrum' 
is becoming a problem in beds with poor air 
circulation. Symptoms are purple to black 
irregular spots on the lower leaves.

Powdery mildew is increasing or appearing 
on many plants now. Magnolia, English oak, 
flowering dogwood, garden phlox, leucothoe, 
'Gold Flame' honeysuckle, and rose are just a 
few of the hosts that have been seen with 
powdery mildew recently.

Brown patch is the lawn disease of the week 
again. Look for the bleached blades with 
irregular blotches and thin red brown margin 
around the dead tissue (most of the time).

Cedar apple rust on crabapples is very 
evident now as well.  
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CRABGRASS.  The recent heavy rains in the mid-
Atlantic/Northeast Region may not bode well for obtaining 
season long crabgrass control from single applications of 
preemergence herbicides. In order for a preemergence herbicide 
to be effective it must persist long enough in the crabgrass 
germination zone to control the later flushes of crabgrass that 
will occur into August. Heavy rains contribute to leaching of the 
herbicide out of the crabgrass germination zone (which occurs 
predominately in the top quarter inch of soil). In addition, heavy 
rains may actually cause significant soil runoff resulting in 
further loss of herbicide from the treated area.

Many predators and parasites feed on 
these scales; they are often controlled by 
them. However, they have performed well 
this year due to the mild winter. Dormant 
oil treatments and foliar treatments 
directed at the re-migrating females are 
ineffective  crawler treatments are the best 
option. For cottony camellia/taxus scale, 
two treatments of horticultural oil at ½ egg 
hatch and complete egg hatch (~3-4 weeks 
later) provides the best control with 
minimum impact on natural enemies. The 
use of a spring-applied soil systemic 
neonictinoid insecticide (i.e. Merit, Safari) 
is also utilized.
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

PHOMA STEM BLIGHT on the groundcover vinca or periwinkle is 
very common now and has been favored by recent wet, cool 
weather. Look for gray-green foliage and black stems. Remove 
dead stems. Plants often recover by producing new stems and 
filling in dead spots. Thin out beds and remove dense shade to 
reduce excessive wetness and increase air movement to help 
drying. Fungicides help if applied early in the spring and 
repeated until dry weather comes. Fungicides with thiophanate-
methyl (Bonomyl), mancozeb and copper should provide some 
control. Check fungicide labels for more information.

Powdery 
mildew is easy for homeowners to control with a number of 
fungicides, such as Immunox, Infuse, Bayer Advanced Tree, Shrub 
and Flower Disease Control, Bonomyl, and others. If you want 

AZALEA LEAF GALL is still common on susceptible azaleas. The 
large fleshy leaves will be green to whitish and eventually gray 
and shriveled. Pick and destroy the galls. It is caused by the 
fungus Exobasidium and is favored by wet weather and shade.  

POWDERY MILDEW is beginning to appear on hosts besides 
flowering dogwood. Perennial phlox, rose, spirea, ninebark, have 
all been observed with powdery mildew this week. Powdery 
mildew is not generally lethal to plants but can disfigure them 
significantly. If control is desired, there is a wide range of 
available in addition to the resistant cultivar option. 

The likelihood of preemergence herbicide failures in July and August will increase significantly if this period of heavy 
rain is followed by cycles of dry and wet weather in July/August. Dry cycles (especially if combined with excessive 
heat) thin and weaken the turfgrass stand making it less resistant to crabgrass infestation. Wet cycles stimulate 
crabgrass germination and continue leach the herbicide out of the crabgrass germination zone.

Keep a close watch on treated areas following these heavy rains. If you have had a history of late season crabgrass 
infestations on a site in previous years you may want to apply a sequential application of a residual crabgrass 
herbicide (as soon as possible) even if the spring application is still holding. If you observe crabgrass escapes, be 
prepared to apply a postemergence herbicide such as Drive or Acclaim Xtra. Remember that Acclaim Xtra will do a 
better job than Drive when crabgrass has passed the 1 to 2 tiller growth stage. You may want to consider combining 
these herbicides with premergence herbicides to provide control for the rest of the season. Hopefully 2006 will be a 
better year for crabgrass control than 2005.  
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