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JAPANESE BEETLES started emerging last week.  The adult 
Japanese beetle is highly mobile and feeds on over 300 different 
types of broad-leaved plants.  Last year, Japanese beetle adult 
populations appeared to peak between 1200 and 1500 GDD.  
Plant leaves become skeletonized by the adult beetles feeding in 
between the leaf veins.  Preferred  plants include roses, cannas, 
crabapple, lindens, Norway and Japanese maples, and elms.   

One method of reducing damage in the landscape is to plant non-
preferred plants instead of preferred varieties.  Japanese beetles 
like to feed in groups, so hand picking or shaking beetles off 
plants (or removing damaged leaves if practical) is an option for 
small plantings.  Beetles picked or shaken off plants can be put 
in a bucket of soapy water for control.  Small groups of valuable 
plants may be protected by covering them with a fine screen 
mesh or netting.  Japanese beetle traps are ineffective at reducing 
damage on valuable plants, and the traps do not kill the beetles.  
In fact, traps attract more beetles to an area than a trap can 
typically handle.  Female Japanese beetles are attracted to moist 
grassy areas to lay eggs, which can absorb moisture from the soil 
and hatch within 8 -14 days.  A cultural technique for reducing 
the fall grub population is to decrease lawn irrigation during the 
time adult beetles are active, typically July and early August.

Options for controlling adult beetles using insecticides include, 
Orthene, Sevin, or one of the pyrethroids (e.g., cyfluthrin, etc.).  

Keep annuals and perennials deadheaded to 
avoid Botrytis blight, which will surely follow 
in the wake of this wet weather. 

Already, small inky cap mushrooms are 
beginning to appear in lawns from the wet 
conditions. These are harmless but can be a 
nuisance; mowing or raking will take care of 
them. 

Stinkhorn fungi is showing up in bark mulch. 
These tall (4-6 in.) orange cylindrical 
mushrooms with conical brown heads smell 
and attract flies.  They seem to appear 
overnight in mulched beds. They are 
decomposing fungi that do not harm plants 
and can be removed by removing the 
infested mulch or just destroying them by 
pulling a rake through them. 

Look for foliar nematodes on infected 
perennials to be more prevalent late this 
summer and fall as a result of the wet 
conditions now. 

What's Hot!

(Continued)

BROWN PATCH is very active now after all this rain and 
humidity. This disease, caused by the fungus Rhizoctonia solani, 
has been present for the past week. To reduce the incidence and 
severity of brown patch for golf courses and other highly 
managed turf, avoid large applications of quick release nitrogen 
sources (e.g., not more than ¼ lb actual N/1000 sq. ft) during hot 
weather, irrigate between midnight and 8 a.m. to minimize the 
leaf wetness period, and spray turf now with Armada,, Chipco 
26GT, chlorothalonil, Compass, ConSyst, Curalan, Eagle, Endorse, 
Headway, Heritage, Insignia, mancozeb, Medallion, Prostar, 
Spectro, Tartan, thiophanate-methyl, or Touche per 
manufacturer's recommendations. Homeowners should avoid 
summer applications of nitrogen. Some homeowners may want 
to treat the disease and can apply Scotts Lawn Fungus Control 
(thiophanate-methyl granules) or Spectrcide Immunox Lawn 

(Continued)

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

Apply Insecticides  every 1-2 weeks when 
adult activity is high.  Neem based 
products provide 3-4 days deterrence.  
Thorough treatment of target plants is 
needed for any of the listed products to 
effectively protect the plants.  Insecticidal 
soaps, plant extracts, and companion 
plantings are generally ineffective.  Due to 
the mobility of adult beetles, control of 
white grubs or adult Japanese beetles does 
not ensure control of the other life stage.  

Insects (Continued)
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

PHOMA STEM BLIGHT on the groundcover vinca or periwinkle is 
very common now and has been favored by recent wet, cool 
weather. Look for gray-green foliage and black stems. Remove 
dead stems. Plants often recover by producing new stems and 
filling in dead spots. Thin out beds and remove dense shade to 
reduce excessive wetness and increase air movement to help 
drying. Fungicides help if applied early in the spring and 
repeated until dry weather comes. Fungicides with thiophanate-
methyl (Bonomyl), mancozeb and copper should provide some 
control. Check fungicide labels for more information.

Powdery 
mildew is easy for homeowners to control with a number of 
fungicides, such as Immunox, Infuse, Bayer Advanced Tree, Shrub 
and Flower Disease Control, Bonomyl, and others. If you want 

AZALEA LEAF GALL is still common on susceptible azaleas. The 
large fleshy leaves will be green to whitish and eventually gray 
and shriveled. Pick and destroy the galls. It is caused by the 
fungus Exobasidium and is favored by wet weather and shade.  

POWDERY MILDEW is beginning to appear on hosts besides 
flowering dogwood. Perennial phlox, rose, spirea, ninebark, have 
all been observed with powdery mildew this week. Powdery 
mildew is not generally lethal to plants but can disfigure them 
significantly. If control is desired, there is a wide range of 
available in addition to the resistant cultivar option. 

Disease Control Granules (myclobutanil which is in Eagle) otherwise a lawn service can apply the other products. For 
most homeowner situations, brown patch causes a blight of the leaves but does not kill the plants and the lawn 
recovers when the weather changes. 

RUST.  This has been the year of the rusts so far. Ash rust continues to cause leaf loss on infected trees. In most cases 
the trees will recover. The range of susceptibility of ash demonstrates the genetic variability of the trees when you see 
heavily infected trees next to ones with hardly a spot on them all planted at the same time from the same lot of trees. 
Cedar-quince rust on hawthorn and serviceberry has been prevalent this season. Infected fruit is conspicuous now 
with the white tubules protruding from the fruit that turn orange with age. Fruit infection is the major damage from 
the disease. It is too late for any control and it does not affect the health of the trees. Cedar-apple rust on apple and 
crabapple leaves continues to come in to the diagnostic clinic. I have seen rust on aster this week, which is caused by 
Puccinia. This rust is different from the aster and goldenrod rust that shows up later in the summer caused by the 
rust fungus Coleosporium.

Diseases reported earlier are increasing, such as crabapple scab, sycamore anthracnose, Cercospora leafspot on 
sourwood, bacterial leafspot of peach, shothole of cherry, and Phyllosticta leafspot on maples of every kind--even 
Norway maple, which in my experience does not occur frequently in northern DE. 

Diseases (Continued)
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