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DISCULA ANTHRACNOSE on flowering dogwood is present on 
trees in favorable sites. Look for irregular angular spots with 
purple-red borders and tan centers, or on some trees blighted 
brown leaves. Usually this disease only results in a leaf spot 
problem on trees in lawns. Pruning out suckers, which are prime 
infection sites can prevent the canker phase of the disease. It is 

Females of lecanium scale have laid eggs 
and time for egg hatch will be here soon.  
Crawler activity has been documented to 
occur at 850  900 GDD.  Applications with 
horticultural oil do a good job and a repeat 
application three weeks after initial should 
target crawlers missed with initial 
treatment.  Lady beetles feed on these 
pests.

We are past the peak of the first 
generation's crawler stage (498 GDD) for 
pine needle scale, but the range extends 
from 63 -1046 GDD.  Lady beetles and 
other natural enemies feed on these scales 
so horticultural oil is a good control 
option.   

Samples containing pine bark adelgid have 
been received in the lab.  This insect 
attacks eastern white, Scotch, Ponderosa, 
jack and pitch pines.  White wooly waxy 
filaments cover the insect.  There can be 
five generations a year in this area and 
populations can be high enough to give 
pines a white-washed appearance on the 
trunk or branches.  Honeydew and sooty 
mold accompany this pest.  

What's Hot!
BAGWORMS.  This year's population of bagworms is hatching and 
the larvae are feeding in the 'dunce-cap' stage.  The 'dunce-cap' 
stage of feeding occurs when larvae are very small and carry their 
bags with them in an upright position.  Bagworm hatch occurs 
between 364  710 GDD (peaks at 580).  Bagworms are caterpillars 
that prefer to feed on juniper, arborvitae, and Leyland cypress, 
but will eat a variety of other deciduous and coniferous plants.  
The bag is made up of silk combined with small pieces of the 
plant the bagworm is eating.  

Larvae feed throughout the summer and begin to pupate in late 
summer to early fall.  The male caterpillars pupate into moths 
and fly around searching for suitable females.  The female 
bagworms pupate but remain in a flightless caterpillar-like state 
and attract males to them for mating.  Female bagworms lay 300  
1,000 eggs in the bag after mating in the fall and die.  The 
following summer the overwintering eggs hatch and disperse by 
ballooning on the wind to nearby plants.  Although there is only 
one generation a year, damage may be encountered throughout 
the summer.  

One control tactic is to physically remove the bags from late fall 
through spring, but this is often too labor intensive or impractical 
because of tree or shrub size.  Weather conditions and 
parasitoids often keep bagworm populations under control 
without human intervention.  Control with chemicals is best 
achieved when applications are made when the insect is small.  
Products available for control are sprays of B.t.'kurstaki' (i.e. 
Dipel), insect growth regulators (IGR's) such as Confirm 
(tebufenozide), or reduced-risk products like Conserve (spinosad).  
When treating older larvae and if damage has been observed, 
harsher chemicals are required to obtain satisfactory control.  
Compounds such as Tempo or Permethrin Pro or other labeled 
pyrethroids will control older larvae.  Applications should be 
made before the end of June and coverage is important for the 
best results.
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CRABGRASS. With the recent rainfall and 
warm weather, smooth (Digitaria 
ischaemu)  and large crabgrass (Digitaria 
sanguinalis) growth can be rapid in turf 
and landscape beds where preemergence 
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not too late to apply a fungicide such Banner Maxx, 
Eagle, thiophanate-methyl, Spectro or other labeled 
fungicide to protect healthy leaves especially if this 
hot, humid weather persists. Homeowners have 
Immunox, Infuse, Bayer Advanced Rose, Tree and 
Shrub Fungicide and Daconil. We are also seeing 
spot anthracnose on the leaves which produces 

thvery small (1/8  in. diameter) spots with reddish-
purple rims and are usually very numerous.  Spot 
anthracnose is a minor disease and rarely needs 
fungicide applications for control.

After stating last week that ash rust was nowhere 
to be seen, it showed up in the lab two days later 
on a sample from Sussex county. Look for the 
bright orange spots on the leaves and petioles. It is 
too late for any control but it still is not as 
prevalent as last year so far.

Diseases (Continued)

grass herbicides were not applied or where residual 
herbicide barriers are starting to break down. Ideally, 
postemergence herbicides should be applied when 
crabgrass seedlings are still small.  In cool season 
turfgrass, if crabgrass seedlings have not started to 
tiller, dithiopyr (Dimension) can be used and will 
provide additional preemergence activity for late 
germinating crabgrass.  Fenoxaprop-ethyl (Acclaim 
extra) is one option for postemergence crabgrass 
control in cool season turf.  Another option in turf is 
quinclorac (Drive) which has good safety on new spring 
seeded stands.  In landscape beds, several 
postemergence herbicides provide crabgrass control 
and can be used over the top of most ornamentals 
(other than ornamental grasses).  This includes 
sethoxidim (Vantage), fluazifop-P-butyl (Ornamec, 
Fusilade II), and clethodim (Envoy plus).  
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