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WINTER DAMAGE.  Well, winter came back with a vengeance last 
week but hopefully it won't last long.  Soon it will begin to warm 
up for good. Evergreen plant material here in the UDBG and 
around Newark shows plenty of winter damage. The characteristic 
marginal leaf scorch is present on Southern magnolia (Magnolia 
grandiflora), English holly and hybrids, Oregon grape-holly 
(Mahonia), Nandina, Leucothoe, and Osmanthus. This damage is 

DISEASES
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ERIOPHYID MITES:  Mite populations are becoming active with the 
onset of spring temperatures.  Hemlock rust mites and white pine 
sheath mite are two mite species active during fall, late winter, 
and early spring.  Both of the mite species are very small and 
require at least a 16x hand lens or a dissecting scope to observe 
the arthropod.  Occasionally the damage from these mites is 
mistakenly identified as nutrient deficiency, winter injury, or 
drought stress.  The needles with tiny marks running parallel with 
needle mid-rib signify mite feeding.

Hemlock Rust Mite:  Some of the host plants for this mite include: 
Canadian hemlock, spruce, yew, and fir.  The mites are yellowish-
orange, carrot-shaped, and have four legs.  Feeding occurs on the 
upper and lower surfaces of the needles and causes the needles to 
turn from a dark green to dusty olive color.  The spring activity of 
this mite occurs from early March until temperatures become too 
warm around the beginning of May.  Lady beetles, predatory mites, 
and lacewings are natural enemies that help keep this pest under 
control.  An application of horticultural oil or insecticidal soap in 
March, April or September can be used to control high 
populations.

White pine sheath mite:  This mite is often found on Scotch, 
Austrian, mugho, and white pines.  The arthropod is creamy white 
in appearance and is elongate.  The mite lives and feeds in the 
needle sheath of the needles.  The feeding causes stunting of new 
needle growth, possible twisting of needles, and eventually the 
needles turn yellowish to brown.  The eggs are typically laid in 
November to early December.  Eggs hatch and nymphs begin 
feeding between 0 and 797 GDD.  The median GDD for spring 
peak activity has been 60 GDD for nymphs and 142 GDD for adult 
mites.  A plant phenological indicator for nymph or adult activity 
has been the first flower opening on Acer saccharinum.  Control 
of the pest may be obtained with horticultural oil applications 
made mid-March through April and in September if warranted.

(Continued)

Boxweed leaf miner overwinters as yellow 
larvae in blotch leaf mines.  At a distance, 
the damage can look like winter injury but 
upon closer inspection you can see the 
blister like blotch mines on the bottom 
side of infested leaves.  You can use a 
foliar-absorbed pesticide (such as Merit or 
Pestroy) now if you find numerous mines.  
Adults usually swarm boxwoods for about 
2 weeks in late April.  Shake bushes to 
detect flying adults.  If they are numerous, 
use a contact insecticide to control adults.  
Most damage is done in fall and late 
winter, so now is the time to scout.

Dormant oils are effective against many 
scales, mites and aphids. There is still 
time to use dormant oil before leaves on 
most plants emerge.  For the product to 
be effective, it must dry on the tree since 
it works by smothering the insect. Some 
plants are sensitive to oils, so read the 
label before applying and check to make 
sure plants are still dormant.

(Continued)

What's Hot!

CULTURAL INFO

Late winter into early spring is a good 
time to prune many trees and shrubs.  
Shape trees to eliminate crossing 
branches, co-dominant leaders and 
branches that disrupt the desirable shape 
of the tree.  Pruning in early spring 
generally promotes vigorous new growth.  
Some trees, including maples, birches, 
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Diseases (Continued)

usually worse on the south west side--subject to afternoon sun. The 
affected leaves lose more water than they can replace through the roots. 
Most of the affected leaves will drop or they can be removed by hand. 
Many of these winter-damaged leaves get infected by secondary fungi that 
can fool you into thinking the plants have a disease later in the spring. 

English boxwoods that were not protected with burlap or other coverings 
are also showing symptoms of winter damage. The shrubs have a bronze 
coloring and the leaf tips or whole leaves are tan to white. I am seeing 
scattered brown branch tips in yews and Japanese holly cultivar, also 
attributed to winter damage. These really stand out in the afternoon sun. I 
would wait a while longer and prune out the brown branches before new 
growth starts. Marginally hardy plants such as Camellias and others may 
have brown leaves and possibly dead wood. Wait until bud break to see 
what is alive and dead before doing any heavy pruning. Camellia buds and 
buds on other early flowering shrubs that had partially opened in late 
January have died and will fall in time. More broadleaved evergreens may 
show damage later.

Cultural Info (Continued)

walnut, dogwood and fruit trees 
“bleed” sap profusely if pruned in 
early spring.  This can be unsightly, 
but doesn’t harm the tree.  If 
pruning is needed, it is best to go 
ahead and prune.  Prune back 
plants grown for their stem color, 
such as red twig dogwoods, before 
they leaf out in the spring. If you 
wait until after new growth has 
occurred, food reserves in roots 
and stems will be low and there will 
be much less energy available to 
grow new stems.  Avoid pruning 
spring flowering shrubs until after 
they’ve flowered.  
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