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What's Hot!
Sawflies have been reported on shrub type 
dogwoods this past week. The current 
larval stage is a 3/4-inch "worm" that 
appears chalky white on the top. 
Entomologists surmise this is a "bird-
dropping" disguise to keep them safe 
from predators. This sawfly feeds in 
groups--skeletonizing leaves in their 
earliest stages after the May-June hatch 
and devouring leaves to the midrib by mid 
-summer. Once the damage is noticed, it's 
usually too late to treat. The last stage of 
the larva has a yellow-green-brown 
splotched pattern to provide camouflage 
as it migrates over the ground.

The moist, warm weather is prime for 
yellow nutsedge--that yellow-green grass 
like plant that seems to grow a foot 
overnight. This is the time to treat it, 
before it blooms and sets new 
underground nutlets. Interestingly, the 
thousands of seeds each plant produces 
aren't the primary means of propagation--
it's the undergrounds stolons and new 
nutlets that give rise to most new plants 
in lawns and gardens. Short of frequent 
hand pulling (being sure to lift the nutlet 
out, too) herbicides are the best control 
option. Spray yellow nutsedge with 
Manage or Basagran for selective control 
or Roundup for non-selective control. A 
repeat treatment when new growth 
emerges this season may be needed for 
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FALL WEBWORM.  The large ugly nests of fall webworm can be 
seen along the roadside in a variety of trees.  Fall webworm will 
feed on over 100 different tree species for 4 to 6 weeks before 
pupating.  They are more disturbing to the land owner than they 
are to the trees.  This is the second and larger generation of fall 
webworm.  They will generally feed until September; however they 
are early this year.  Possibly as early as late August this year, when 
they are mature (a little over one inch long), they will migrate out 
of the nest and move down the tree to pupate.  This is the 
generation that does the most damage but normally treatment is 
not warranted.  Sprays are often ineffective because the materials 
can not penetrate the nest where they are feeding and/or 
caterpillars are too large once they have been detected for 
chemical controls to work properly.  If you catch fall webworm 
while the caterpillars are still small, you can apply a directed 
spray or horticultural oil or insecticidal soap right into the nest 
and on surrounding leaves.  Once caterpillars are large, you would 
need to use a residual insecticide.  Knock down nests with long 
poles or a directed spray of water to remove the unsightly nests 
and open up the nests to expose the caterpillars to birds. 

SAWFLIES.  Sawfly larvae are easily confused with larvae of moths 
and butterflies. Sawflies are members of the Hymenoptera order 
(bees, wasps, ants and sawflies). The sawfly larvae have more pairs 
of prolegs then moths and butterfly larvae. Sawflies will have 
three pairs of true legs and at least 6 pairs of prolegs on the 
abdomen. Moths and butterflies will 5 or less pairs of prolegs. 

(Continued)

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

BACTERIAL LEAFSPOT on zinnia can be easily observed on the 
lower leaves of infected plants. Look for small angular spots with 
yellow halos. Numerous spots can coalesce and blight whole 
leaves. Abundant rainfall like we have had is very favorable for 
spread and subsequent infections. The disease usually progresses 
from the lower leaves to the upper leaves by the end of the 
season. The best control is to start with bacteria free seed. 

ALTERNARIA LEAFSPOT is common now on annual sunflowers. 
Look for small brown spots on the veins and the leaf tissue 
between the veins. These spots can result in leaf loss and disfigure 
the plants. If control is required, fungicides such as Daconil, 
mancozeb, Hertitage, Compass and others would be effective if 
applied preventatively.

INSECTS
Derby Walker
Extension Agent 

(Continued)



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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ANTHRACNOSE ON WALNUT is showing up now also. This late season 
fungus disease is favored by the wet weather and can cause premature 
defoliation. Fortunately this occurs too late in the season to affect the 
health of the tree but the bare tree does not look very appealing in 
September. This anthracnose disease produces brown to black 
irregularly shaped spots on the leaf. Some spots can be found along 
the veins as well. 

BROWN PATCH.  After this week of humid weather with the night 
temperature around 70 °F, look for a resurgence of brown patch in turf, 
especially turf-type tall fescue. Tan irregularly shaped spots on the 
blades with or without a thin red margin is the most common 
symptom. Once the weather cools and the humidity lowers the disease 
fades away and the turf recovers on its own. The best preventative 
control is to watch the weather forecast and if the night temperatures 
are going to be around 70 °F apply a fungicide such as Heritage, 
Compass, or a product containing thiophanate-methyl, eg. Cleary's 
3336. 

Diseases (Continued)

heavy infestations. Be sure to follow 
label directions regarding use 
around ornamentals and vegetable 
gardens.

The recent change in weather in 
droughty areas (finally a little rain in 
Southern DE!) has led to a crash in 
the two-spotted spider mite 
populations on some plants. Plants 
with mite damage should be 
inspected before spraying to 
determine if disease agents are 
present and killing the mites. 

What’s Hot (Continued)
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