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on pests & practices covered in this 
newsletter, call your County Extension 
Office

Garden Line
     (for home gardeners only)
New Castle County Extension
Kent County Extension
Sussex County Extension

831-8862

831-2506
730-4000
856-7303
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What's Hot!
Editor’s Note:  There will be no 
Ornamentals Hotline published next week 
(August 27).  We will be switching to an 
every other week format in order to cover 
the season completely with our 26 issues.  
I want to take this opportunity to thank 
all the contributors to Ornamentals 
Hotline.  Of course, you all realize how 
valuable the weekly columns by Bob 
Mulrooney on diseases and shared 
columns on insects by Dewey Caron, Greg 
Hoover and Derby Walker have been.  We 
have also received special columns on 
weeds from Steve Hart.  Almost every 
week, I receive excellent What’s Hot items 
from extension educators/county agents 
including Jo Mercer, Gordon Johnson, Jay 
Windsor and Tracy Wootten. I also receive 
growing degree day data from Phil 
Thompson (City of Newark) for NCC, 
Maggie Moor (Kent County Extension) for 
KC and from the weather summary 
webpage coordinated by Dean Day 
(Research and Education Center) for SC.  
Throughout the season, I have also 
received What’s Hot items from 
subscribers.  Thanks for all the great 
input!

Bronzing from lacebug damage is evident 
now on cotoneaster.  Remember you must 
get thorough coverage (including 
undersides of leaves) for good lacebug 
control.

August 13,  2004

OBSCURE SCALE, Melanaspis obscura, - is a key pest of pin and 
willow oaks. It attacks different species of oak as well as beech, 
chestnut, willow, maple, hickory, dogwood, and walnut. 

This species overwinters as immature males and females, which 
mature in the spring. Infestations of this armored scale are often 
recognized by layers of dead scales on twigs and branches. The 
male emerges from its scale cover, mates with the female, and 
then dies. Once mated, a female may lay eggs over several months.  
The crawler stage may be active for several weeks during mid-July 
through mid-September because of an extended hatching period. 
The second nymphal stage of this armored scale insect develops a 
protective waxy covering during late summer.  The female scale 
covering is about 2-3 mm long, dirty gray on the top with the 
center darker and slightly off center. This scale insect removes 
plant fluid from limbs and branches, causing them to lose their 
leaves and die back from the tips. Numerous pits appear in the 
bark where this species has been feeding, producing a roughened 
appearance.  Infested branches appear to be sprinkled with wood 
ashes. Severely infested trees may have 3 to 4 layers of this scale 
on the bark and in some cases the trunk or limb could be 
disfigured due to a heavy infestation.  Only one generation is 
produced per year. Since this species is an armored scale insect, it 
does not produce honeydew. 

This pest is difficult to control because egg laying occurs over a 
relatively long period of time, resulting in an extended period of 
crawler activity. Crawlers often settle beneath old clusters of scale 
covers and are protected from exposure to insecticides.   
Registered formulations of horticultural oil, insecticidal soap, and 
Tempo may be applied according to label directions.  These 
products should be applied during mid-July through mid-
September when crawlers are present. Over fertilization of an 
infested tree may increase an obscure scale population.  This 
armored scale insect has many parasitoids and predators that are 
effective biological control agents. 

(Continued)

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist
GREY LEAF SPOT.  This devastating foliar disease of perennial rye 
can kill stand quickly under ideal weather conditions.  Symptoms 
start as tiny brown leaf and stem lesions covering 1 to 2 inch 
patches.  In severe cases, the leaves curl and lesions may extend 
the entire width of the blade.  As the disease progresses, patches 
coalesce into large (one to two feet) area of blighted turf.  
Extensive foliar blighting may occur during warm (75-85 F days 

(Continued)

INSECTS
Gregory Hoover
Ornamental Extension Entomologist



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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and 60-65 F nights), wet weather.  Newly established seedlings are 
most susceptible.  Under conducive conditions the causal agent 
(Pyricularia grisea) produces abundant one to two-celled, pear-shaped 
spores (conidia).  Avoid high rates of quick release nitroen sources 
during July and August and extended periods of leaf wetness.  
Fungicide studies conducted in New Jersey, Georgia, Maryland, and 
Kentucky have shown that Heritage, Compass, and thiophanate-
methyl (e.g., Cleary 3336) were most effective when applied on a 
preventive basis every 14 to 28 days beginning in mid to late-July. 
Chlorothalonil and the DMI fungicides, such as Banner and Bayleton, 
have also provided effective control when disease pressure was 
moderate. Combination products containing chlorothalonil and 
thiophanate-methyl (e.g., ConSyst and Spectro), or chlorothalonil and 
mancozeb (e.g. Zyban), have also performed well in field trials. 
Remember chlorothalonil (Daconil 2787) is not labeled for home 
lawns. Large dead areas should be reseeded with a resistant turf such 
as turf-type tall fescue this fall.

Diseases (Continued)

Serpentine leaf miners are very damaging 
now on perennials.  Control with 
Dimethoate or TriGuard.

Most common lilacs are covered in 
powdery mildew with the favorable 
conditions we’ve had. This is simply 
unattractive and doesn’t affect overall 
plant health so it probably doesn’t warrant 
control. 

Premature fall coloration can be due to 
plant stress.  Look for girdling roots or 
other causes of stress on plants that are 
showing early fall color.

What’s Hot (Continued)
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