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What's Hot!
Chuck Cornell in Bug Bulletin reported the 
activity of orangestriped oakworm in 
Maryland.  You can find this caterpillar on 
pin oak, red oak or scarlet oak.  It will 
cause significant defoliation in late 
August and early September.  Early instar 
caterpillars (feeding now) are pale yellow 
with thin black stripes, and have two 
horns behind a dark head.  Older 
caterpillars become black with orange 
stripes, a black head, and two horns.  
Small groups of caterpillars can be 
removed by hand.  Bt and horticultural oil 
work on young larvae, but larger 
caterpillars will require insecticides like 
Orthene, Azatin EC, Talstar, and Tempo 2.

Sycamore lacebugs are really bronzing 
leaves of sycamore (and in my Landenberg 
landscape--hickory).  All life stages are 
probably present on trees now.  Orthene 
may provide control for important 
landscape specimens.  Merit can be 
effective as a soil drench or 
microinjection if applied when most of 
the population is in the immature stage 
(earlier in the season).

Spiders are everywhere this year.  The wet 
to humid conditions this summer have 
promoted their survival.  Homeowners 
often complain when larger spiders start 
entering their homes later in the season.  
There are granular insecticides (mostly 
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HEAT SINKS  As we scout for key pests on key plants in the 
landscape, it is important to understand some of the prominent 
features of environmental variation. Effect of buildings and 
pavement on temperature can vary  you have probably seen how 
reflected heat from such features may lead to more rapid 
development of a pest species. Data indicates plants in and 
around urban areas bud 7 days earlier in the spring and retain 
their foliage 8 days longer into the fall than plants in nearby rural 
areas. Using a NASA Terra Satellite with temperature sensing 
capable of monitoring changes over areas as small as 1 km2 
(<4/10 mi), a team of geographers in Boston suggest the 
difference is from an 'urban heat sink' that affects local climate, 
creating a longer growing season in cities.

Their data demonstrated city temperatures 2.28 degrees C (4 
degrees F) warmer than they were at rural sites 10 km (1 km=0.6 
miles) away (Jan-July) and 1.48 degrees C (~3  degrees F) 
September-December. In the study, temperature in non-urban 
locations less than 3 km (< 2 miles) from NY-Philadelphia-
Washington urban areas averaged 1.8 degrees cooler (3.2 degrees 
F); areas 8-10 km (5-6 miles) away were 2.8 degrees cooler on 
average. This study suggests that as we get closer to urban areas 
we should use GDD or calendar indices earlier than in more rural 
settings in our pest monitoring.
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DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

FOLIAR NEMATODE damage is evident on plants known to be 
infested with them. Look for yellow or brown areas on the leaf 
that are limited by the leaf vein pattern. These spots are often 
caused by the foliar nematode, Aphlenchoides fragariae, which has 
a very wide host range on herbaceous perennials. Hosta, 
Cimicifuga (black snakeroot), plumbago, Japanese anemone, ferns, 
Heuchera, and many others are common hosts. Plants look like 
they are just senescing early but the loss of leaves is actually due 
to foliar nematode feeding. Pick and destroy leaves with 
symptoms. In the landscape there is no chemical control available. 
Besides the obvious loss of aesthetic quality they don't seem to 
affect the health of mature plants.  Infected leaves can be easily 
checked for foliar nematode by any diagnostic lab such as ours. It 
is best not to compost plants that are possibly infected with foliar 
nematode unless you are sure the compost will heat up enough to 
kill them (approx 122 °F).

DOGWOOD POWDERY MILDEW has taken a quantum leap in 
occurrence and severity this past week. Most trees I see in the 
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INSECTS
Dewey Caron
Extension Entomologist



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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Townsend Hall
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Newark vicinity are looking pretty sad. The new growth is particularly 
twisted, curled and white. The older leaves have a dull coating of fungus 
growth and are either reddish or have olive brown mottling on the leaves 
without the obvious fungal growth.

Several common diseases are showing up now as well, notably Septoria 
leafspot on flowering dogwood and silky dogwood, Cornus amomum. Some 
trees have numerous small angular spots on the lower branches that look 
like small dogwood anthracnose spots. It is too late for any chemical control. 
Septoria can cause premature leaf loss on sites where the disease is severe. 
The other disease is cherry leafspot which may have been mentioned before 
but is increasing in severity with all the rain we have had. This disease 
caused by the fungus, Coccomyces hiemalis, is often called shot-hole due to 
circular spots that are purple at first, then brown, and finally, when the 
tissue falls out, empty resulting in the shot-hole symptom. It often gets 
misdiagnosed as insect damage. Sour cherries are very susceptible but many 
landscape cherries vary in susceptibility. Fungicide control would rarely be 
needed for landscape trees, but it can disfigure trees during wet seasons so 
control may be warranted in some situations. 

Diseases (Continued)

products containing a pyrethroid 
now that Dursban and diazinon are 
off the market) that homeowners can 
apply in a band around their homes.  
Or they can try to seal the house 
better and keep mulch and plants 
away from the foundation.

Leafhopper damage is prominent on 
goldenrod.  White stippling on leaf 
upper surfaces has turned some 
leaves almost white.  It you turn 
those leaves over, you will see cast 
skins.  Leafhoppers are gone now, 
only the damage remains so 
treatment is obviously not 
recommended. 

What’s Hot (Continued)
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