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What's Hot!
Ground bees, called mining or digger bees, 
are now quite active. Females aggregate at 
nesting sites where soil conditions are 
favorable and males hang around to mate 
with females so there might be large 
numbers present. The bees do not defend 
their burrows and rarely, if ever, sting. 
They are active for a couple of weeks, after 
which they will disappear.

This is time to be pruning old Redosier 
dogwood, Cornus sericea, back to 
reinvigorate and remove the old wood that 
harbors Botryosphaeria canker fungus. 
Landscape plants that aren’t pruned 
usually have significant canker damage 
(dead stems).   Pruning removes the old 
dead and damaged stems and stimulates 
new colored branches to grow that are 
resistant to infection.

So far sycamores  in New Castle County 
seemed to have escaped the bud blight 
phase of anthracnose. Look for foliar 
infections later where rainfall is frequent. 
Anthracnose on sycamore produces large 
brown spots that follow the veins. The 
trees are not usually adversely affected by 
it, but anthracnose can cause heavy 
defoliation when conditions are ideal. 
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SPOT ANTHRACNOSE.  Be on the lookout for spot anthracnose on 
flowers (bracts) of flowering dogwood, Cornus florida. This is the 
first disease of the spring on this host. This fungus will produce 
very small (1/8 in.) spots with purple red borders. Spots can be 
numerous. During wet weather, spores from the bracts can infect 
the leaves producing numerous small spots later in the spring. 
This disease is mostly cosmetic but if necessary can be controlled 
with fungicide sprays of Daconil (chlorothalonil), myclobutanil 
(Eagle, Immunox), Bonide Infuse (propiconazole), Heritage, Cleary's 
3336 (thiophanate-methyl) and other labeled fungicides.

CRABAPPLE SCAB.  Flowers are fading on crabapples in the 
Newark area but crabapple scab, spotted last week, is not. It is 
now very evident in the Newark area. It's probably not too late for 
a fungicide application or two of Immunox, Infuse, chlorothalonil, 
or Bayer Disease Control (tebuconazole) on susceptible cultivars. 
Several sprays now will provide some control.

CEDAR QUINCE RUST caused by the fungus Gymnosporangium 
clavipes was observed on Juniperus scopulorum 'Wichita Blue' this 
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rd thBIRCH LEAFMINER. Adults emerge the 3  or 4  week of April each 
year. Adult leafminers are tiny black wasps that cling tightly to 
young leaves. Females lay eggs after mating and eggs hatch in as 
few as five days. Females prefer gray, paper, and white birches but 
will “spill over” from a heavily infested host to other birches. Now 
is the time to monitor for adult presence.  Yellow sticky cards 
hung in trees are highly attractive and a useful monitoring tool.

The larval stage is the pestiferous stage. It feeds (mines) inside the 
host leaf tissues. The mines initially appear as irregular winding 
tunnels but infested leaves quickly blotch, shrivel up, and die. New 
trees and well fertilized, fast-growing trees are especially 
vulnerable to attack.

If you find high populations of the adults on monitoring sticky 
cards or if there is a history of past infestations, spray expanding 
leaves with an insecticide. A number of materials (Sevin, diazinon, 
malathion) are effective. Orthene and Cygon have some systemic 
(foliar application) activity. Merit has proven very helpful but it 

stmust go on early to be effective. Good control of 1  generation 
ndbirch leafminer will result in less need to control the 2  

generation.
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week. The orange-red swellings on the twigs were very evident. This same fungus infects groundcover junipers, 
Juniperus horizontalis, as well. On groundcover junipers, the swellings are often undetected and can persist for 
years. The galls are perennial on juniper and should be pruned out if possible. The alternate host is hawthorn, 
serviceberry, and several other rosaceous plants and causes deformed fruit and green twig dieback.

BOTRYOSPHAERIA CANKER.  There is still quite a bit of old Botryosphaeria canker damage on rhododendrons in the 
landscape. Look for brown leaves that are rolled on dead twigs and branches. Old infected twigs will be gray. Prune 
these infected branches out now. Check for old rhododendron borer damage as well on the trunks and larger 
scaffold limbs. This insect pest can cause similar symptoms.

LEYLAND CYPRESS DIEBACK.  Samples and calls about dead branches in Leyland cypress show that several causes 
for these symptoms exist. We are seeing winter damage in most cases as well as some Botryosphaeria canker and 
possibly Seiridium canker as well. The best control now is prune out the dead branches. Occasionally a tree that was 
planted in a wet location has been diagnosed with Phytophthora root rot. Do not plant Leylands in low poorly 
drained areas or where the water table is very high during the winter. Whole trees will turn a sickly shade of green, 
yellow then brown. 
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