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What's Hot!
When cutting back old liriope leaves, look 
for the diagnostic red spots of 
anthracnose.  This disease, caused by the 
fungus Colletotrichum, can disfigure 
current season's leaves from about mid-
summer on. The first signs of infection are 
small red spots that enlarge into large 
spots with tan canters and red borders. 
Anthracnose is favored by either stress 
conditions during the growing season or 
above average rainfall. The fungus 
overwinters on the old infected leaves, so 
removing the old leaves before the new 
ones emerge usually keeps it under 
control. Fungicides are generally not 
needed. 

If Botryosphaeria canker has been a 
problem on red or yellow twigged 
dogwood, rejuvenation pruning now can 
remove most of the old cankered wood 
and allow new vigorous stems to develop 
that are resistant to infection. Now is a 
good time to inspect the shrubs and look 
for the girdling stem cankers that kill the 
stems.  If stem cankers are found, remove 
that old wood.
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Under Delaware conditions foliage diseases of trees and shrubs 
rarely threaten plant health but are unsightly and reduce the 
aesthetic value of our ornamentals. Repeated defoliation or high 
levels of infected foliage can reduce growth and weaken plants. 
This stress can make them more susceptible to insect pests or 
adverse weather such as drought. So disease control may be 
needed even if the plant is not in immediate danger. Each disease 
situation should be evaluated for the importance of the host plant 
in the landscape, the threat to plant health that it poses, and the 
acceptable level of plant damage or infection. Keep records of 
disease outbreaks. Record keeping allows the plant owner to 
establish a history, which indicates patterns and establishes 
priorities in making disease control decisions. If foliage disease 
control is warranted, consider replacing the plant with a resistant 
cultivar if available, e.g. crabapples resistant to scab; or apply a 
fungicide. Sometimes replacing the plant with one that has fewer 
pest problems is the best solution. When fungicides are needed, 
apply before disease symptoms appear. Prevention is the key to 
control with fungicides and bactericides. For trees and shrubs, 
most infections occur during wet, warm spring weather so the 
first fungicide control spray is generally aimed at bud-break and 
repeated 10-14 days later. Be sure to check the product label for 
timing and rates. Often when I report that a certain disease has 
been found in the landscape, the opportunity for chemical control 
is past.  Remember three factors must be present in order to have 
a disease 1) a susceptible host plant 2) a disease causing organism 
(pathogen) and 3) suitable weather conditions for infection.  If you 

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

SPRINGTAILS have been a problem to homeowners. Springtails are 
found in mulch and other organic material and can become a 
nuisance pest when they move indoors. Most springtails cause no 
harm, but people don't like them. They move indoors because of 
weather conditions and the night lights that attract them. Sealing 
entry points, keeping basements low in humidity, and turning off 
basement or foundation lighting are more effective than spraying  
indoors or outdoors.

As leaves on cherries and apples emerge, begin checking for 
eastern tent caterpillars, which can occur from early April on. The 
eggs were laid in masses last fall.  Look for dark brown and shiny 
egg masses that surround the twigs.  Also begin checking pines 
for European pine sawflies, which also emerge in early spring from 
eggs laid last year on the host tree.

INSECTS
Derby Walker
Extension Agent 

WEEDS
Stephen Hart
Extension Weed Specialist, Rutgers

WILD GARLIC is one of the most 
problematic early season perennial 
broadleaf weeds in turfgrass. Wild Garlic 
began rapid vegetative growth as air 
temperatures rose in late March. Generally 
we recommend herbicides be applied in 

(Continued)



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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Diseases (Continued)

can affect one or more of the 
legs of this disease triangle you 
can eliminate or reduce diseases 
in the landscape.

May/early June for optimum control of broadleaf weeds such as dandelion 
and plantains. However, if the infestation level of wild garlic is substantial, an 
early season herbicide application may be warranted to reduce competition 
with the desired turfgrass. 

Wild Garlic is a perennial that germinates from underground bulbs in the fall 
and grows vigorously in April and early May. Wild Garlic will generally 
complete it's reproductive growth phase by early June and dissipate from the 
turf until the following fall. Intensive mowing will speed up this process but 
may also be detrimental to the desired turf. Herbicide combinations that 
contain a high concentration of the ester formulation of 2,4-D in combination 
with dicamba are very effective in providing long-term control.  For optimum 
wild garlic contro,l leave the turf unmowed for several days prior to herbicide 
application and then do not mow for at least 24 hours following application. 
Try to time the herbicide application when air temperatures are 60 F or above 
in the day and above 40 F at night. Due to the orientation of the leaves of wild 
garlic, the addition of a surfactant (non-ionic or spreader sticker) may 
increase the retention of the spray solution on the leaves and improve 
control. 

Weeds (Continued)

Editor’s Note
We may have gone overboard on 
dyed mulches in Issue 1.  While 
they are not the mulch of choice 
for most landscapes, they are 
not going to burn plants or 
cause immediate, noticeable 
damage.  An uncomposted 
mulch can remove nitrogen 
from the soil as it decomposes 
resulting in possible nitrogen 
deficiencies.
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