
o  moF r re

 r at ninfo m io

Issue 3

on pests & practices covered in this 

Garden Line
     (for home gardeners only)
New Castle County Extension
Kent County Extension
Sussex County Extension

831-8862

831-2506
730-4000
856-7303

Helpful numbers to know:

Cooperative Extension Education in Agriculture and Home Economics, University of Delaware, Delaware State University and the United States Department of Agriculture cooperating.  
Janice A. Seitz,  Director.  Distributed in furtherance of Acts of Congress of March 8 and June 30, 1914.  It is the policy of the Delaware Cooperative Extension System that no person shall be 
subjected to discrimination on the grounds of race, color, sex, disability, age, or national origin.

UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE                COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

What's Hot!
We are still seeing winter damage 
including scattered dead branches on 
spruce, Leyland cypress and yews. The 
best approach at this point is to prune out 
the dead branches. 

Kabatina blight is beginning to show up on 
infected junipers. Tips of branches will 
turn light brown and usually a small gray 
canker can be found between the healthy 
and diseased tissue. They will shed by 
themselves eventually. Prune to remove 
cankers and the spores that cause them 
when the plants are dry. Do not confuse 
this with scale insects, webworm damage 
or old spider mite damage, which can be 
present at this time as well.

Old photinia leafspot infections are 
present now on plants in the landscape. 
Symptoms are numerous, small, gray spots 
with purple-red borders. If it is ugly 
enough, you may want to apply Daconil or 
other labeled fungicide to protect the new 
growth from infection.

A skimmia sample was diagnosed with 
white peach scale recently.  Use a dormant 
or summer oil unless crawlers are present 
(usually in mid-May, early July and early 
September).  For crawlers, use a residual 
insecticide like Tempo, Scimitar or Sevin.  
Prune out heavily infested branches 
showing dieback.  Scrub the scale off 
healthy branches, if practical. 
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CRABAPPLE SCAB.  This important disease of crabapples is caused 
by the fungus Venturia. Scab can cause serious defoliation of 
susceptible trees in wet years by late July and early August.  Begin 
fungicide sprays to protect crabapples from defoliation when 
buds first push open and repeat at 10-14 day intervals through 
early June. That is too much spraying for most homeowners. A 
reasonable compromise that provides modest control, but 
prevents serious defoliation is an application of captan plus 
chlorothalonil (Daconil), Banner Maxx or Immunox (Eagle), at 
bloom then repeated 14 days later. Homeowners have the option 
of using Immunox, Bonide Infuse, or the new fungicide from Bayer 

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

PINE BARK ADELGID, Pineus strobi, is a common pest on eastern 
white pine.  This insect is found throughout the native range of 
eastern white pine and sometimes on Austrian and Scots pines.  
The species is native to Europe, and was unintentionally 
introduced into the United States on nursery stock in the early 
1900s.  

The overwintering life stage is the mature female, who begin to lay 
eggs in early spring.  Winged and wingless  females develop from 
these eggs.  This species reproduces by parthenogenesis (without 
the need of males for fertilization).  The winged forms fly to 
spruce where they lay eggs, but nymphs from these eggs do not 
complete their development, and eventually die.  The wingless 
forms continue to develop on white pine, feeding on bark.  If 
abundant, the pine bark adelgid may decrease the health of a 
small eastern white pine.  Five generations are produced each year 
in the Mid-Atlantic States.  

From a distance, the trunks of heavily infested white pines often 
appear to be whitewashed.  When the white "wool" is pulled away 
from a mature pine bark adelgid, a black teardrop-shaped insect 
with short legs may be revealed.  

Examine the bases of eastern white pine buds on small plants 
from late March through April for the presence of this insect.  To 
effectively manage this pest on small trees, treat infested plants 
by selecting a registered formulation of horticultural oil, 
insecticidal soap, or Merit applied according to label directions 
from late April through May when these insects are active, if 
indicated.  Use a high-pressure spray of water to wash infestations 
off the trunks and branches of large eastern white pines.  

INSECTS
Gregory Hoover
Ornamental Extension Entomologist



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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Diseases (Continued)

with tebuconazole. Of course, the best control is to plant resistant cultivars. 

SCLEROTINA TWIG BLIGHT OF FORSYTHIA.  Last year in late April and May we began to see forsythia shoots 
darkening and dying from a disease called Sclerotina twig blight.  While this isn't a common disease in this area, it is 
favored by rain and cool temperatures, which we've had plenty of this spring. Overwintering structures produce 
spores in early spring when flowers are present. It will not kill the shrubs but there were plenty of dead twigs where 
it occurred last year. Pruning to remove the infected twigs is generally all that is needed. Fungicides with 
thiophanate-methyl such as Cleary's 3336 can protect against this disease if applied at bloom and repeated 10-14 
days later. I would suggest this only if you had the problem last year. 

EAGLE  FUNGICIDE. Landscape contractors who maintain small orchards or vineyards for homeowners should know 
about Eagle fungicide for control of diseases on apples, stone fruit and grapes. This product is not available for 
homeowner use on home fruit but is available to professional applicators for backyard/non-commercial fruit. It is a 
systemic fungicide with some kick-back activity that is good for situations where making applications at critical 
times is difficult because of scheduling and weather related delays. Used in alternation or combination with 
standard protectant fungicides such as captan it makes an excellent addition to your fungicide arsenal.
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