
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Your local Extension office  
can provide  you with  
unbiased informa on  
to help you get into  
financial shape.  

 
Call: 

New Castle County:  
302‐831‐1239 
Kent County:  
302‐730‐4000;  

Sussex:  
302‐856‐7303  
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Do You Belong?  
By Maria Pippidis 
 
You may have seen the “I Belong” 
advertisements that encourage you to join a 
credit union lately. With consumers looking for 
ways to save money, investigating a credit 
union may be helpful. Personally, I’ve been a 
credit union member since I was 16; a long time 
ago. I’m surprised when I do workshops how 
many people don’t really understand what credit 
unions are and how they are different from 
banks. So here is a little primer.  
 
A credit union is a member-owned, not-for-
profit, cooperative financial institution. Credit unions: 
 

• Provide the same products and services—including surcharge-free ATMs, 
online financial services, and free savings and checking accounts—as 
other financial institutions 

• Return their profits to their credit union members by providing better 
services, better rates, lower fees and special discounts 

• Operate under the philosophy of “people helping people,” allowing their 
members to pool their savings, lend to one another, and own the 
organization 

• Follow conservative investment practices and lend responsibly 
  
Federal credit unions are chartered and supervised by the National Credit Union 
Administration (NCUA). Through this federal agency, savings in federal and most 
state-chartered credit unions are insured by the National Credit Union Share 
Insurance Fund (NCUSIF). Like the FDIC (Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation), the NCUSIF is a federal fund backed by the United States 
government for up to $250,000 in most instances. In addition, sometimes credit 
unions use private insurance to increase the insurance for depositors for 
additional amounts. 
 
Who can join? Well, it all depends on the credit union. Some are only open to 
certain employees of member businesses while others are open to anyone who 
lives, works, worships, or goes to school in a certain geographic area. 
 
The things I like about credit unions are many. First, members are the 
“shareholders;” you could go to a shareholder meeting if you want. They are  
non-profit so members benefit from dollars being used to offer better rates and 
services to members. They tend to put people first in terms of their policies and 
procedures. For example, they don’t charge fees when you withdraw money from 
an ATM.  However, they are a business and will operate to the benefit of all 
members.  

...Continued on page 2 

 

 
Two Cent Tips for     

Delaware is dedicated to 
providing information  

that will help you: 
 

$ Save money 
$ Stay hopeful 
$ Manage your          

resources 
$ Strengthen relationships      

$ Connect to local 
resources 

h p://ag.udel.edu/extension/fcs/TwoCentTips.php 



List of DE Credit Unions 
with a Broad Field of 
Membership (FOM) 

 
In Delaware, we have 

several credit unions that are 
open to those who live, 
worship, work, or attend 

school in our DE counties: 
 

In Sussex County: 
Sussex County FCU 

Seaford FCU's 
 

In New Castle County: 
DEXSTA FCU 

Delaware First FCU 
 

Parts of New Castle 
County: 

Community Powered FCU 
American Spirit FCU 

 
Around the state, there are 

credit unions that have 
numerous employee groups 
in their FOM. Either check 

with your employer to see if 
a credit union is available to 
you or contact the websites 

to see if you are eligible. 
 

_______________________ 
 
 

Shop around for price and 
availability of accounts that 
fit your needs across credit 
unions and other financial 

institutions. 
 

Make sure they offer the 
services you need – free 
checking, online banking,  
low interest rate credit 

cards, etc.  
 

Check out the fees and 
interest rates associated  

with the accounts. 
 

…..Continued from page 1 
 
One disadvantage may be the lack of ATM’s available for your credit union. 
With a little planning and knowing how much cash you need per week, I’ve 
found that I can withdraw money when I go to the supermarket or post 
office and withdraw extra when I make my purchases. A quick trip to 
WAWA is also a way to get to your cash at no cost.   

  
There are two national databases available:  
  http://www.asmarterchoice.org 
  http://www.findacreditunion.com 
 
After you fill in a series of simple fields, the program generates a list of 
credit unions that an individual may be able to join. You can also go to the 
Delaware Credit Union League at http://www.dcul.org/consumer/
creditunions.htm to learn more about our local credit unions.  
 

 
Long run trends in Credit Union - Delaware  

Taken 11/14/11 from http://www.cuna.org/econ/long_run.html   
 

 
 

Congratulations to us!   

Recently, Two Cent Tips for Delaware received national  
recognition from the National Extension Association for 

Family and Consumer Sciences in the newsletter division. 



 
Gift Cards on the Cheap? 
By Maria Pippidis 
 
I know in my family, gift cards are an easy 
way to satisfy the hardest-to-please people at 
gift-giving time. Recently, I discovered 
websites that can be used to buy discounted 
cards, as well as sell those unwanted or 
unused gift cards that are lying around, never 
to be used.  These sites can help you gain a 
little cash or save from 5% to 50% when 
purchasing new gift cards. 
 
You are purchasing or selling directly with the site so it’s not like buying on eBay 
or Amazon.com from sellers that you may not trust. There were quite a variety of 
name brand retailers available including housewares, movie tickets, clothing, 
electronics, hardware, home furnishings, restaurants and even Amazon gift cards. 
As I explored the sites, I found that sometimes because the websites are reselling 
gift cards, the amounts available may be more than you want to spend. Still, 
there were plenty at less than $25 or $50 that were discounted 7-10% or more. 
This adds up to real savings. 
 

Cardpool         http://www.cardpool.com  
Plastic Jungle   https://www.plasticjungle.com/main 
Gift Card Rescue   http://www.giftcardrescue.com/ 
ABC Gift Cards   http://www.abcgiftcards.com/store/ 
Monster Gift Card  http://monstergiftcard.com/ 

 
Gift Card Granny, http://www.giftcardgranny.com/, is a price comparison site 
that highlights the best deals for both buyers and sellers. It includes eBay and 
Amazon as well as other gift card retailers.  
 
Don’t forget that discounted gift cards can also be found through eBay, Craigslist, 
and newspaper classified ads as well.  
 
If you have cards you want to sell, but you don’t know the current balance on the 
card, you can call the 800 number on the back. If you don’t know the number, 
Gift Card Granny provides contact information at their "Check Gift Card Balance" 
function.  
 
You can always use an unused gift card to help in the purchase of alternative gift 
cards. This can easily be done at these sites. But you could also purchase a new 
card using the old partially used card by going to the retailer directly. 
 
The other restaurant related site is http://restaurants.com. It’s a great site to get 
certificates for sometimes more than half off. For example, a $25 certificate to 
Woodies Crab House in North East, MD, or the Greensboro Restaurant in 
Greensboro, DE, or the Green Turtle in Rehoboth Beach is $10. Can’t beat that! 
The only down side is you print out the certificate yourself online. There is no 
fancy “gift card.” Honestly, I buy these for myself and use them at holiday time 
when life gets too hectic to cook.  
 
Shopping around on these sites can help save money when purchasing gift cards. 
Couple them with free shipping, or it’s worth checking out to see if your favorite 
retailer or restaurant participates. 

Strategies to 
Reduce Holiday 
Cash Spending 

 
Use reward points from 
your credit cards to 
purchase gifts, holiday 
travel airline tickets, or 
even “travel” gift cards. 
 
Use your credit card 
cash back program to 
pay for gifts or holiday 
expenses. 
 
Go in together for a 
pricy gift. Gather family 
members or friends 
who want to contribute 
to a gift for a loved 
one. 
 
For the more mature 
members of your 
present-receiving list, 
try shopping and giving 
gifts a week after 
Christmas when prices 
have been slashed and 
sales abound.  
 
Buy slightly used items 
from eBay, 
Amazon.com, 
craigslist.com, 
consignment shops, or 
yard sales. 
 
Use coupon Websites 
for other stores. Two 
good ones: 
keycodecoupons.com 
and couponcabin.com. 
 
Buy last year's 
electronics models and 
pay 25 percent less 
than newer versions. 
 
Ask for a refund if 
prices fall after you've 
made a purchase. 
Take advantage of 
student, senior, and 
military discounts. 
Consider asking a 
trusted friend or family 
member to watch your 
children instead of 
paying a babysitter. 

 



Ways to Save on Holiday Travel  
By Margo McDonough 
 
Traveling during the holiday season is 
challenging. Bad weather, flight delays and 
traffic jams are all too common this time of 
year.  But it’s the high price of holiday travel 
that can be the biggest headache. 
 
According to the online travel agency 
Expedia, the average domestic airfare for 
the last week of December is $383, four 
percent higher than last year. 
 
Airfares rise dramatically on peak travel days in late December.  For those who will 
be driving long distances, the price of gasoline can be a significant expense. But 
there are ways to save on holiday travel, especially if you’re willing to be flexible. 
For starters, would you consider flying on Christmas Day? 
 
Fares on Christmas Day are much lower than on the days immediately before or 
after the holiday. If you book an early flight, you can still get to your destination by 
dinner time. Or, consider arriving at your destination a week beforehand, when 
rates are still reasonable, and then flying home late on Christmas night. New Year’s 
Day also offers lower airfares. If you’re retired or otherwise have a flexible 
schedule, consider staying at your destination through January 4 or 5, when rates 
drop.   
 
If you typically fly out of Philadelphia or Baltimore, widen your search to the New 
York airports (JFK, La Guardia and Newark) or Washington, D.C. (Dulles and 
Washington National). Do the same for your destination, too.  For example, if you 
will be flying to Chicago, compare prices to Chicago Midway versus Chicago O’Hare. 
Don’t forget to calculate the difference in taxi or bus fares to your final destination.  
Flights with one or more connections are usually cheaper than direct, non-stop 
flights. However, you run more of a risk of delays and missed flights when using a 
ticket with connections, especially if you’re traveling to snowy regions of the 
country.  If you absolutely have to be there on time (for example, to catch a cruise 
ship), don’t book a flight with connections.   
 
Save on hotel costs by checking multiple travel websites. Before you reserve a 
room, check to be sure the travel site doesn’t charge a booking fee. If it does, call 
the hotel directly and ask if they will match the price you found online.  
Most of us will be getting into cars, not planes, to celebrate the holidays with 
friends or relatives. In fact, more than 80 percent of all holiday travel is by car, 
according to national travel columnist Chris Elliott.  
 
If you’ll be one of those road warriors, fuel up at the local gas station with the best 
prices before you depart. Once you’re on the road, check computer apps such as 
Cheap Gas!, which compares gas prices at stations near your car.  
 
Pack a cooler with beverages, sandwiches, fruit, granola bars, and other snacks. 
Not only will you save money on road food, you’ll probably eat healthier, too.   
 
Finally, for the best gas mileage, check your tires’ air pressure, remove excess 
items from the trunk, and do all recommended routine maintenance. Be sure to 
stick to the speed limit for better mileage – as well as avoid the high cost of a 
speeding ticket!    
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