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June 2012 Issue 
Summertime Fun on Less than a Tank of Gas       
By Margo McDonough  
 
Gas prices are down from their April peak, but they are 
still higher than they have been at the start of most 
summers. On Memorial Day, the national average of 
$3.63 for a gallon of unleaded gas was down about 15 
cents from a year ago and 30 cents from this year’s 
peak, according to AAA. But it’s still the third-highest 
price on record for a Memorial Day weekend. 
 
Couple gas prices with high admission prices at amusement parks and 
other attractions, and summertime fun quickly becomes a pricey 
proposition.  But you don’t have to resign yourself to staying home all 
season long. Fortunately, there are many free or low-cost entertainment 
options in Delaware and nearby states.  Here are some great ideas for 
fun in the sun, all less than a tank of gas away:     
 
Adventure, Music & More  
Delaware’s state parks continue to offer tried-and-true favorites like 
nature hikes and campfires, but these days they offer so much more.     
For example, the Adventure Race Series gets underway June 16 with 
“Clash with the Creek” at Brandywine Creek State Park. Bike the trails; 
then paddle along a stretch of the creek. Finally, pick up a map and 
compass, and complete the orienteering portion of the race. Other events 
in the Adventure Race Series are held at Trap Pond, Bellevue, and Lums 
Pond State Parks. 
 
For action-packed fun for every member of the family, head to Killens 
Pond water park. It’s got to be the best water park bargain anywhere – 
admission is just $3 per person.  Swirl down one of two 27-foot high,  
205-foot long water slides, or check out the Floating Lily Pad Fun Walk, 
chockfull of interactive water features. There’s a sand volleyball court and 
plenty of picnic tables for enjoying food prepared at home. (Good luck 
bringing outside food into a commercial water park.)  
 
After your adrenaline rush, wind down with some music. Weekly summer 
concerts are held at five of the state parks, featuring everything from 
bluegrass to jazz, pop to reggae. Bring your picnic, a blanket or lawn 
chairs, and enjoy music under the stars. All you need to pay is the 
regular park entrance fee.  Check out all the programs and events for 
summer 2012 at http://www.destateparks.com/. 
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Free Fourth of July Fun  
Hotel prices soar over the Independence Day holiday. But 
Delawareans have plenty of great day trip options to choose from 
to celebrate July 4th. One of the biggest and best festivals is right 
up the road, where our nation was founded. From June 25 to July 
4, Philadelphia will be bustling with free concerts, a parade, movies 
under the stars, two fireworks displays, and an all-day party. Check out all the free fun 
at www.welcomeamerica.com. 
 
If you want to stay even closer to home, many Delaware communities will be lighting up 
the sky with free fireworks displays, including Rehoboth, Newark, Dover, and Bethany 
Beach.  WDEL Radio has compiled the details at www.wdel.com/fireworks.php. 
 
Good Times on the Farm  
Many area farms feature lots of low-cost activities, ranging from petting zoos to 
vegetable- or fruit-picking. At Fifer’s Orchards in Camden-Wyoming, special events 
include a Blueberry Peak Party on June 23, a Sweet Corn Peak Party July 14, and the 
32nd Annual Peach Ice Cream Day on Aug. 4.   
 
For more info, go to http://dda.delaware.gov/ for a list of farm markets and farms 
offering activities. For info on Fifier’s, go to http://fiferorchards.com/. 

 
At Coverdale Farm Preserve in Greenville, Farm Fun Day is 
held every Wednesday through Sept. 26. This weekly open 
house gives you a chance to see the farm animals and find 
out about life on the farm from farm staffers. Preschoolers 
and elementary school kids love it. Don’t forget to pack a 
picnic lunch.   
 
Free for Delaware Nature Society members; $5 for 

nonmember adults, $3 for nonmember children. For more info go to  
www.delawarenaturesociety.org or call 239-2334.  
 
Beach Fun on the Cheap 
Unlike most New Jersey shore towns, Delaware’s beach communities don’t charge a fee 
for beach access. The sun, the sand, and the surf can be enjoyed for free. However, that 
doesn’t mean a day trip won’t cost you. While gas and tolls are non-negotiable, what 
you pay for food and entertainment can vary widely.  
 
One beach-bound family may decide to pack a cooler with 
sandwiches and cold drinks, and bring Frisbees and kites 
for fun. The second family buys lunch -- and drinks 
throughout the day – and hits the boardwalk arcades, 
water slides, or go-karts.  
 
Plan your (small) indulgences in advance of your beach 
day. If you love the frozen custard on the boardwalk, 
forego your usual convenience store stop en route. If you’d like to give the kids a 
souvenir, find the dollar store – every beach town seems to have one.     
 

 



 

Value your Trade-in 
Before you Go 

Shopping 
 

If you are trading in a 
vehicle, research how 
much your car is worth. 
The more you know 
about the car’s current 
value before you go into 
the dealership, the more 
likely you will be to get a 
good deal on it.  
 
You can access 
estimates from any of 
these sites: 
 
 Kelly Blue Book 

http://www.kbb.com/  
 Book Value  

http://www.book-
value.co.za/  

 Auto Trader 
 www.autotrader.com  
 

____________________ 

 
Shop for the best loan 
by comparing terms that 
include:  
 
 Length of loan 
 
 APR – annual 

percentage rate 
 
 Pre-payment clause 
 
 down payment 
 
 rebates 
 
 monthly payments 
 
 financing 

organization 

Auto Loans:  Test Drive the Financing Before You Go to 
the Dealership 
By Maria Pippidis  
 
For most consumers, an auto loan is 
their biggest monthly expense after 
their mortgage or rent payment. 
That's why, when you're thinking 
about buying a car, it's as important to 
research the loan as it is to check out 
sales prices and gas mileage. Here are 
some strategies to consider. 
 
Before Going to the Dealership - Review your credit reports from 
each of the three major credit bureaus long before you apply for a 
loan. Something as simple as fixing mistakes in your report — for 
example, correcting erroneous information that indicates you made 
late payments when you always paid on time — may qualify you for a 
smaller down payment or a lower interest rate. 
 
Think about how much you can afford to pay for a car. Your monthly 
payment will depend on the term (length) of your loan, the interest 
rate, and the amount you borrow. In most cases, what you borrow will 
be the price you pay for the car plus any options you select, minus 
your down payment and the value of any trade-in. In addition, 
consider the charges for car insurance, property and sales taxes, as 
well as registration, inspection, and title fees. 
 

An alternative to buying a car is 
leasing one for a few years. Monthly 
lease payments can be lower than 
monthly loan payments, but at the 
end of the lease you won’t own the 
car. And if you need a car just once 
in a while, consider using a service 
that rents for periods as short as an 
hour. 

 
Shop for a loan at your bank and several other lenders to find out 
about the types of loans and the Annual Percentage Rate (APR) for 
which you qualify. The APR is a required disclosure showing the total 
cost of the loan, including interest charges and many fees, expressed 
as a yearly rate. 
 
Consider getting “pre-qualified” by a bank or credit union for a specific 
loan amount. This doesn’t mean you have been approved for a loan, 
but it will help you know approximately how much you can afford to 
spend on a car and how much it will cost you in finance charges 
before you get to the dealership. 
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Have a Loan Balance 
on Your Current Car? 

 
Be cautious about 
offers to “pay off” 
anything you owe on a 
car to be traded in. A 
car dealer might 
advertise that it will 
pay off the balance of 
the loan on your trade-
in vehicle, no matter 
how much you owe. 
  
However, if you have 
“negative equity” — 
you owe more on the 
car being traded in 
than it is worth — the 
promise to pay off the 
entire loan may be 
misleading.  
 
Instead of being paid 
off, the amount you 
owe on your trade-in 
may be rolled into your 
new loan, deducted 
from your down 
payment, or both.  
 
The result would be an 
increase in your 
monthly payments and, 
most likely, a major 
jump in the total cost 
of the loan after 
factoring in the interest 
to be paid. So in effect, 
you’ll be paying 
interest on the new 
purchase price AND on 
the previous car’s 
principal and unpaid 
interest—a very costly 
alternative. 
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At the Dealership - If you have been pre-approved for a bank loan, 
consumer advocates suggest keeping the financing decision separate 
from the negotiations on the price of the car. If you negotiate the 
vehicle price with the dealer before discussing a possible trade-in and 
financing, it is easier to see if you are getting a good price on the car. 
 
If you still owe money on a car that you plan to trade in, consider 
waiting to make the new auto purchase until you have paid off your 
existing loan. Remember that, as with the price of the vehicle, the 
interest rate and other financing terms offered are typically negotiable.  
Instead of relying solely on a dealer’s rate quote, you should speak 
with multiple lenders about the APRs they can offer you and let them 
know you are comparison shopping. Explore any opportunities to lower 
your financing cost with each lender by asking about options such as 
different repayment periods or discounts for setting up automatic 
payments. 
 
Many auto dealers offer 
discounted loans (such as 
zero-percent financing) or 
cash rebates on car 
purchases, but usually not 
both. You may sometimes find 
the dealership financing more 
advantageous than bank 
financing. Make sure you 
understand what any 
additional products you agree 
to purchase will or won’t do, and how much they cost. The prices of 
those extras will be added to your original loan amount and will 
increase your total financing cost. Remember that products such as 
extended warranties or credit insurance (which could cover loan 
payments if you die, become ill or unemployed) are optional 
purchases. If you are interested, you don’t have to buy them at the 
dealership. You may be able to find a better or cheaper offer 
elsewhere. 
 
Read the contract carefully before you sign it. Federal law requires 
lenders to tell you the terms of a loan, including the APR and the total 
cost. Federal and state laws also prohibit unfair, deceptive, and/or 
abusive business practices. Before signing any loan documents, you 
should fully understand all the aspects of the transaction. Verify that 

anything that was told to you 
is reflected in the agreement, 
including the treatment of a 
trade-in. 
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Don’t rush into making a decision to buy a car or accept financing. Perhaps 
you’ve read in the news about reports from consumer groups that people 
sometimes mistakenly believed that a car purchase and dealer financing 
were final. The reports suggest that these consumers signed contracts or 
attachments (with titles such as “Special Delivery Agreement,” “Rescission 
Agreement,” or  “Supplemental Agreement”), took the vehicle home, and 
then days or weeks later were asked to return to sign a new financing 
agreement with a higher interest rate or other less-favorable terms. 
Consumer groups refer to these as “yo-yo” scams. To avoid falling for a 
scam — or just getting into a deal you don’t want or don’t understand — be 
careful to read through all the terms and conditions of any documents you 
are asked to sign.  
 
If you are unsure the loan is finalized, you may want to leave the car at the 
dealership and continue to comparison shop until the financing process is 
complete. This way you can be certain about the final financing terms. 
 
Buying a car and financing it can be a bit tricky, so take your time, do some 
homework, and don’t get talked into anything you can’t afford.  

Adapted from an article from the FDIC found on http://www.fdic.gov/consumers/
consumer/news/cnspr12/autoloans.html 
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Upcoming Food & Nutrition Workshops 
 

New Castle County Extension Office 
 
 

Water Bath Canning For Beginners 
Saturday, June 30  

9:30 am—12:30 pm 
Cost: $30 

 
Using Your Freezer To Preserve Foods 

Saturday, July 7 
9:30 am—12:00 pm 

Cost: $20 
 

Chilled Summer Soups 
Tuesday, August 14 
6:00 pm—8:00 pm 

Cost: $20 
 

Pre-registration is required. For more information go to: 
http://ag.udel.edu/extension/ncc  


