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The kudzu bug (Megacopta cribraria) is an invasive species that was first detected in the 

Southeastern United States in 2009.  It is native to Asia and commonly referred to as the 

globular stinkbug, bean plataspid, lablab bug, and kudzu bug.  Since its initial detection in 

northern Georgia in 2009, it has rapidly spread across eight southeastern states (Figure 1).  

Unlike stink bugs that feed on pods, the kudzu bug adults and nymphs feed on soybean stems 

and leaf veins resulting in a reduction in pod set, beans per pod and a reduction in seed size.  

Previous research in Georgia has documented yield losses as high as a 47%.   

    

Figure 1. Kudzu Bug Distribution Map 
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A statewide survey was conducted on 72 soybean fields throughout the state to determine 

if kudzu bugs were present.  Full season and double crop soybean fields were included in the 

survey and have been sampled on a weekly basis starting in mid-June and continued through 

mid-September.  Fields were sampled by conducting one hundred sweep net counts and 

visually inspecting plants in ten locations for 

kudzu bug adults, nymphs, and egg masses.   Five 

kudzu “patches” in close proximity to soybeans 

were surveyed season long using sweep net counts 

and direct visual observations. All known kudzu 

patches throughout the state were also surveyed 

once at the beginning and end of September 

(Figure 2). It was thought that the kudzu bug 

would initially be detected on kudzu. New 

information from South Carolina indicates that this 

may not be the case.    To date, the kudzu bug has 

not been detected in Delaware.  However, it 

continues to slowly move north.  In 2011, it was 

first identified along the southern border of 

Virginia in Patrick County, Virginia.  To date, it 

has now been identified in a total of 19 counties in 

Virginia reaching as far north as Goochland 

County which is located approximately in the 

middle of the state.     

 

A significant amount of research addressing the management of kudzu bug has been 

conducted in South Carolina and Georgia. The following information will need to be 

validated under Delaware conditions when/if this insect makes it to our state:   

 Yield losses range from 0-47% with an average yield loss of 18%. 

 The immature stage of the kudzu bug appears to cause significant loss so it is 

important to control them before they complete a generation.  

 The R-3 and R-4 soybean growth stages appear to be the stages when kudzu bug 

causes the most damage to soybeans.  

 Tentative thresholds: 1 nymph per sweep at R-3 to R-4 growth stage; for later growth 

stages the threshold may be 2 nymphs per sweep but more research is needed.  

 

 

Figure 2. Kudzu Sampling Locations 


