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What’s All The Buzz About Honey Bee Pollination? 

 

What if our honey bees suddenly became lazy?  What if they got tired and stopped 

pollinating?      We would be in some serious trouble!  The results I’ve witnessed of honey bee 

pollination in my own community are staggering.   Honey bees impact the survival of all living 

organisms.   

You may know that honey bees help with pollinating plants and flowers, but did you 

know that without honey bees,  a third or more of our daily diet would diminish?
1
  That’s right!  

Vegetables, fruits, seeds, nuts, spices, herbs, oils, grasses, and edible flowers all need honey bee 

pollination.   Pollination is a very important part of  plant fertilization.  The process begins when 

the tiny grains of pollen produced by the anther (male reproductive part of the flower) are moved 

to the stigma (female part).
2
  Inside the plant’s ovary, the pollen unites with the female eggs to 

start the development of the seeds necessary to the continuation of the species.
3
     

For our livestock to graze, we need honey bees to pollinate the grasses.  This results in 

having plenty of eggs, meat, and dairy products.  Our hens love grazing in the orchard grass of 

our back field.  Our neighbor’s horse relies on the bees to pollinate the grasses in his pasture, so 

that he has plenty to eat.    Pollination is also needed for alfalfa, which is an important food for 

our race horses. These horses bring income, which helps to improve Harrington Raceway and 

Fairgrounds.  And, this fair brings our community together for many events. It’s so interesting to 

think how all of these things are connected. 
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Something we may not think about is that honey bees are also important to the 

reproduction of wild plants.  Without the pollination from the honey bees, these plants would 

become extinct.  Flowering plants, at Abbott’s Pond in Milford, Delaware, help to purify the 

water for our fish and prevent erosion.  These plants also feed rodents, birds and insects!  The 

roots hold the soil from washing away into the pond, and the plants’ foliage slows the impact of 

the falling rain.
4
 It is pretty mind-blowing, to think that honey bee pollination results in a better 

pond!  Let’s face it- pollination is important for a healthy ecosystem. 

          It’s also amazing how honey bee pollination assists the life cycle of a plant! When honey 

bees pollinate successfully, the results are larger, more flavorful fruits and higher crop yields.
5
 

For example, apples that   are properly pollinated (resulting from seven to ten seeds being 

pollinated) will be round, stand perfectly, and taste great.
6
   Apples that fall from the tree early 

are a sign that only two seeds were pollinated.  According to Brenda Cowan, at Fifer Orchards, 

“We will not get many blooms if we don’t have the honey bees nearby to pollinate.  And we 

need a certain amount of honey bee hives to have the perfect crop yields and results.”  Fifer’s bee 

keeper is Warren Seaver, and he says, “You will have good fruit production with good honey bee 

pollination.”   

I   started beekeeping last year, and I have two honey bee hives.  The results of the honey 

bee pollination at our farm have been many.  Last year, we were able to quadruple our 

strawberry plants and transplant them to a larger field.  Also, our blackberries have resulted in 

many huge berries and more plants!  Even our vegetable garden resulted in more beautiful 

vegetables than ever before!  We were able to stock these vegetables for the winter.  We gave 

some to the more elderly folks on our road and to the community food bank.  Our neighbors have 

also noticed that their vegetable gardens did extremely well last year.    
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      Honey bees will visit and pollinate over 100 different flowering seed plants during the 

active seasons.
7
   Because of pollination, our vegetables’ seeds are made stronger and more 

abundant. Without honey bee pollination, our seed supply and variety would diminish. I cannot 

imagine a year without seeds to save.    The cost of vegetables at our community farmer’s market 

would sky rocket.  Fruits and vegetables would disappear.  How could we do without tomatoes, 

onions, carrots, beans, and many other vegetables? The natural job that honey bees perform is 

essential to our community.  

Nearby, Messick Farms have soybeans growing in their fields.  As a result of our honey 

bees   pollinating those fields, the honey stores will grow in the hives.   Our honey bees will have 

plenty of honey to feed themselves for the winter, and we will be able to jar some.  We use this 

honey in many of our drinks and baked goods, and we will be able to sell the honey at the 

Milford Farmer’s Market.    

Pollination is also beneficial for my younger sister, Lake, who has allergies. The tree and 

grass pollens, that the honey bees collect, go into making their honey. Lake will eat a tablespoon 

of our honey each day, and as a result, she may be able to go without medication.   Research has 

shown that local honey may desensitize allergies (meaning that our bodies will learn to accept  

those trees and plants).
8   

Would you believe that local honey also heals burns and wounds?  Case 

studies, laboratory research, and clinical trials confirm honey heals many ailments….
9  

  Because 

of its medicinal properties, we give our honey to a man in our community, who was diagnosed 

with ALS or Lou Gehrig’s disease. This young father and husband, Mr. Melvin, says, “It’s the 

best honey around, because of the bees pollinating your blackberries.”       
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The results of honey bee pollination in my community are many.   If only we could 

educate others to bring more awareness!  Warren Seaver summed it up nicely by saying, “And 

people just don’t know how honey bee pollination affects our lives.  Honey bees are 

interconnected with many things.  We wouldn’t have plants, the horses wouldn’t have food, and 

we wouldn’t have honey…it’s an amazing thing what honey bee pollination does for our 

community.” 
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Biographical Sketch  

  

Spring Vasey is a 13 year-old girl, living with her family, in Lincoln, Delaware. She is in the 

seventh grade at Water Girl Farm Academy.  She was born December 2, 1998, and has three   

sisters.  Spring keeps busy with many activities, including playing the harp, swimming on a 

team, ice skating, and playing for a softball team.  She takes care of seventy hens, two ducks, and 

two honey bee hives.   She is a teacher’s assistant for Avenue United Methodist Sunday School, 

and last year she made 1,000 Valentine Truffles for the widows at her church. Spring also enjoys 

community service, being a nine- year member of the Houston Cardinals 4H Club,  baking in the 

Favorite Foods Contest, sewing in the Fashion Revue,  and crafting things to sell at her local 

farmer’s market.  

 


