
WEDDINGS

Congratulations!
We wish you every joy in your life together.

ROCKEFELLER CHAPEL

BOND CHAPEL



to frequently asked questions about ceremonies at Rockefeller 
Memorial Chapel and Bond Chapel at the University of Chicago. 

What kinds of ceremonies may take place 

Rockefeller and Bond Chapels, ceremonial and 
spiritual spaces of the University of Chicago, are 
used by members of all the world’s faiths and 
traditions. Neither building is a church in the sense 
of being connected to any particular ecclesiastical 
authority, and spiritual gatherings of people of 
diverse traditions take place within them on a daily 
and weekly basis. Wedding ceremonies may be 
religious or secular in character. 

Who may use Rockefeller Chapel and 

You may schedule your ceremony at Rockefeller 

the University of Chicago in one of the following 
categories.*

⚭  You are a student currently enrolled in 
 

⚭ 

⚭  You are a member of one of the  
University’s boards.

⚭ You are an alumnus/a of the University.

⚭  You are the son or daughter or grandchild 

* If you do not meet the above requirements, the 
University has made an arrangement whereby you 
may schedule your ceremony on a Sunday afternoon. 

When may a ceremony be scheduled? 

Ceremonies are scheduled within three hour blocks 
of time as follows:

⚭ Saturday,  am to  noon

⚭ Saturday,  pm to  pm

⚭ Saturday,  pm to  pm

⚭ Sunday, 

Each three hour block includes set-up and tear-down 
time, meaning that the start time for the ceremony 
is usually at least one hour into the three hour block. 
Set-up may not begin before the beginning of the 
three hour block, and the Chapel must be fully 
vacated by the end of the three hour block.

weekend, and ceremonies are not scheduled on 
weekends when University events are taking place. 

What about the rehearsal?

A one hour rehearsal time is included, and this is 
scheduled for a weekday afternoon prior to your 

of the wedding party need to be present and on 

assist with any questions that arise. 

You do. Anyone who is authorized by law to 

ministers of religion, justices of the peace, and 

: pm to : pm



What about music and musicians? 

the wedding fee, though you may choose to invite 
other musicians (singers or instrumentalists). We 
recommend discussing all musical choices with 

experience of what works best in each Chapel. 
Both Chapels have good acoustics for singers, but 
the sheer size of Rockefeller dictates that a soloist 
should have experience singing in very large spaces. 
Carillon music (the bells, played melodically 
beforehand and rung in peal afterwards) is included 
in the Rockefeller fee. No discount is given for 

University Organist and University Carillonneur 
are required to be available for all ceremonies 

organ and carillon may only be used by the 
University Organist and University Carillonneur 

that all music must be performed live. Prerecorded 
music is never permitted.

Do the Chapels have reception facilities?

Neither Rockefeller nor Bond Chapel has 
reception facilities. For receptions on campus, 

International House, the Smart Museum, or 
the David and Reva Logan Center for the Arts. 

weddings. Summer receptions are sometimes 

Are the Chapels air conditioned?

How do we coordinate bookings of the 

Chapel and of our reception space?

Rockefeller Chapel ( ), you can put a 
hold on an available date and time for up to three 
weeks. Your wedding reservation form, proof of 

must be returned to the Chapel no later than three 
weeks after you place your hold on a date and 
time. After three weeks, we cannot guarantee your 
reservation if we have not received your form and 

for the same party (you need to choose which 
Chapel you want to use). 

What is the fee?

and one hour rehearsal time is  at 
Rockefeller Chapel, and  at Bond Chapel. 
Again, this includes the services of the University 
Organist (at Bond or Rockefeller) and University 
Carillonneur (at Rockefeller). A member of the 

time to assist with any questions that arise. If you 
want to book an extra hour, making a four hour 
block on the day of your ceremony, we can explore 
that possibility with you and then there is an extra 
fee of 
your three hour time block. Your fee is due in full 
thirty days before your ceremony. We do not have 
facilities to take credit card payments.

$2,416 
$1,576

$500



What else should I know about the 

Because other events may be scheduled, please be 

delivery, arrival of guests, ceremony, photography, 
and clean up, must begin no sooner than and 
conclude no later than your scheduled three hour 
reservation. Additional time, if available, must be 
scheduled in advance as noted above. 

Two gathering rooms are made available to you 
for the whole of your three hour block. For Bond 
Chapel, these are rooms in the Divinity School (not 
necessarily air conditioned), and at Rockefeller, they 

may be used for dressing and other preparations. 
Bathroom facilities for Bond Chapel are in the 
Divinity School. 

thrown outside either Chapel. Rice or confetti may 
not be used. Balloons may not be brought into 

 

members of the wedding party and guests. Bond 
Chapel is accessible only on foot, with the nearest 

 E. 59th

Ribbons and other decorations are allowed but may 
not be taped to the pews or chairs; check with your 

that your candleholders catch all wax drippings. 
Aisle runners are not permitted. 

Flash photography and video recording are 
permitted, though we recommend that they be as 
unobtrusive as possible during your ceremony. 

How do I enquire about making a booking?

Contact us at weddings@uchicago.edu  or 
. Once you settle on a date and 

time, a non-refundable deposit of  is due. 

month prior to your ceremony, by check made 
payable to Rockefeller Memorial Chapel and sent 
to us at Rockefeller Chapel,  South Woodlawn 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois .

Rockefeller Memorial Chapel  
5850 South Woodlawn Avenue  
Chicago, Illinois 60637

Bond Chapel 
1010 East 59th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60637

773.834.8538  
weddings@uchicago.edu

Elizabeth J.L. Davenport 
Dean

Thomas Weisflog 
University Organist

Phillip Kloeckner 
Associate University Organist

Wylie Crawford 
University Carillonneur

773.834.8538

Matthew Dean
Director of Chapel Operations

Shannon Burke  
Special Events Coordinator
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