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Introduction:  

The following lesson plan and resources are designed as a general introduction to our great state, Tennes-
see.  Students will be introduced to Tennessee state symbols such as the state butterfly (zebra swallowtail) 
and the state fruit (tomato).  The book, Lucky to Live in Tennessee, is the basis for this lesson plan.  This 
book includes read-aloud rhymes based on interesting facts and places in Tennessee.  Write-in prompts 
invite students to record their own views and create their personal Tennessee journal.  Primary and sec-
ondary sources housed at the Tennessee State Library and Archives will be introduced to students. 
 
 

 Guiding Questions: 

1. Name the three grand divisions of Tennessee. 

2. Use the “Tennessee Trip List” in the book, Lucky to Live in Tennessee, to discuss one great thing about 

each region:  West (Memphis), Middle (Nashville) and East (Great Smoky Mountains National Park and 

the Tennessee Aquarium). 

3. Discuss types of music that are popular in Tennessee. 

 

Learning Objectives: During this lesson, the teacher will read to students, the book, Lucky to Live in 

Tennessee by Kate B. Jerome and illustrated by Roger Radtke.   Using this book, students will learn about 

Tennessee and its many wonders.  Students will use both primary and secondary sources from the Tennes-

see State Library and Archives.  Students will use their creative skills to complete write-in prompts of their 

personal Tennessee story. 
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Curriculum Standards:  Social Studies Practices and Social Studies Standards 

SSP.01 - Gather information from a variety of sources, including: Printed materials, Graphic representations, 

Artifacts, Media and technology sources. 

SSP.03 – Organize data from a variety of sources in order to:  Compare and contrast multiple sources.  Rec-

ognize differences between multiple accounts.  Frame appropriate questions for further investigation. 

 

1.07 – Recognize major products and industries found in Tennessee (e.g., agriculture, manufacturing, mining, 

music, and tourism). 

1.14 – Identify the three grand divisions of Tennessee on a map. 

1.21 –Identify Tennessee symbols, including:  state flag, state tree, state flower, state bird, state animal, and 

the significance of the state nickname. 

2.05 – Recognize major U.S. industries and their products, including:  agriculture, manufacturing, tourism, 

transportation, etc.  

2.32 – Contrast primary and secondary sources. 

 
 
READING STANDARDS:  Craft and Structure  
 
2.RL.CS.4  Describe how words and phrases supply meaning in a story, poem, or song. 

 
 
READING STANDARDS:  Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
 
2.RL.IKI.7 Use information gained from illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate un-
derstanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 

 
 
 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING STANDARDS: Comprehension and Collaboration 
1.SL.CC.2 – Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally 
or through other media. 
2.SL.CC.2 - Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or 
through other media. 
 
 

 

 



3 

Materials Needed:  
• A copy of the book, Lucky to Live in Tennessee   
• Tennessee State Library and Archives primary and secondary sources (see Activity 2 for links to these 

sources) 
• Crayons, markers or coloring pencils 
• Drawing paper 
• Pencils 
• Map of the United States (located in the book on 

the page with text: “Tennessee roots keep me 
strong…”) 

• Bulletin board paper 
• Photos of students  

 

 

 

Lesson Activities: 
Activity 1: Introduction to Tennessee 

Materials:   
• A copy of the book, Lucky to Live in Tennessee 
• Copies of individual pages of the book, Lucky to Live in Tennessee, to be used as writing prompts 
• Pencils 

 

Directions: The teacher will read and discuss the book, Lucky to Live in Tennessee, with the class.  Students 

will then use the United States map in the book to talk about where they live and complete the “Where I 

Live” page that immediately follows the United States map page in the book. 
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Activity 2: What is a Primary Source? 

The teacher will define for students the terms “primary sources” and “secondary sources”.  The teacher will 

use the following website from Study.com as a simple introduction to primary sources for elementary stu-

dents. Please note that teachers should sign up for a free account to view the entire mini lesson. 

         https://study.com/academy/lesson/primary-sources-lesson-for-kids.html    

 

Materials:  Primary Sources from the Tennessee State Library and Archives 
 

Instructions:  The teacher will show students the six sources listed below and have discussion about each:  

Tennessee flag (represents the entire state), Hermitage (Middle TN), Chattanooga Glass Company (East TN), 
Country band at WSM radio (Middle TN), W.C. Handy Park (West TN), and Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park (East TN).  
 
•       Tennessee State Flag 
        https://www.sos.tn.gov/products/state-flag 
 
•       The "See Tennessee Tour" visiting the Hermitage in Davidson County, Tennessee 
        https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll28/id/4488/rec/19 
 
•        Annealing and inspecting Coca-Cola bottles at the Chattanooga Glass Company 
                 https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/2753/rec/3  

https://study.com/academy/lesson/primary-sources-lesson-for-kids.html
https://www.sos.tn.gov/products/state-flag
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll28/id/4488/rec/19
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/2753/rec/3
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Activity 2: (continued) 

• Country band playing WSM broadcast 
       https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll28/id/6800/rec/368 
 
•  W.C. Handy monument at Handy Park, Memphis, Tennessee 
        https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/883/rec/1 

 
• A black bear and her cubs in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
       https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll28/id/3466/rec/36 
 

Activity 3: “Sing a Song” 
 

Materials:        
Drawing paper 
Crayons, markers or coloring pencils 
 

Directions:  In the book, Lucky to Live in Ten-

nessee, the writer says, “In Tennessee good mu-
sic will send out a beat that will start in your ears 
but end up in your feet!” 
 
Students will think of a song(s) they like to sing.  
With the teacher’s assistance, they will write the 
name of the song on a sheet of drawing paper 
and illustrate that song.  Examples may include 
songs based on nursery rhymes, songs students 
sing in music class, Disney tunes, the happy 
birthday song, etc. 
 

 
Activity 4:  “Are You Lucky?” (Optional activity) 

 
Materials: 
Bulletin board paper 
Photos of students 
Colorful markers 
 
The title of the book says it all!  The teacher will survey students as to whether they think they are lucky or 
not to live in Tennessee.  Use colorful bulletin board paper to make a display of their responses.  Tape a pho-
to of each child next to their responses.  Use this as a classroom bulletin board. 

https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll28/id/6800/rec/368
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/883/rec/1
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll28/id/3466/rec/36

