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Introduction:  The Star-Spangled Banner is the national anthem of the United States.  The Star-

Spangled Banner was a poem written in 1814 in Baltimore at Fort McHenry during the War of 1812.  

Francis Scott Key, a lawyer and amateur poet, wrote the lyrics after witnessing the bombardment of 

Fort McHenry by British ships.  The Star-Spangled Banner has four parts (verses) but we typically on-

ly sing the first verse.  In 1814, our country was still young.  Singing this song helped bring Americans 

together.   

 

Guiding Questions: 
1. Why did Francis Scott Key compose the lyrics for The Star-Spangled Banner? 
2. Identify three symbols of our state or country.  
3. Why do you think the flag that Francis Scott Key saw only had 15 stars?  Why does our United 

States flag now have 50 stars?  
4. Explain the importance of patriotic traditions, such as The Star-Spangled Banner and the Pledge 

of Allegiance, as well as the respectful behavior exhibited during both proud traditions. 

 
 
Learning Objectives:  

During this lesson, the teacher will read the book, Can You Sing “The Star-Spangled Banner”? by 

Martha E.H. Rustad and illustrated by Kyle Poling.  Students will learn the story behind the national 

anthem. The teacher will explain why the United States flag only had fifteen (15) stars in the year 

1814 when Francis Scott Key wrote the national anthem.  Students will use primary sources from the 

Tennessee State Library and Archives.  New vocabulary words will also be introduced. 

 

The Star-Spangled Banner:  Our Nation’s Anthem  
 

Lesson plans based on children’s books and primary sources at the Tennessee State Library and Archives 
 

Book: Can you Sing the Star-Spangled Banner? by Martha E. Rustad 
 
Lesson Plan Creator:  Janis Perry, Tennessee State Library and Archives 
 

Grade Levels:  K—2nd grade 

Date Created:  December 2020 

Visit http://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education for additional lesson plans.   

http://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/3035/rec/1
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Curriculum Standards:  Social Studies Practices and Social Studies Standards 

SSP.01 (K-2) - Gather information from a variety of sources, including: Printed materials, Graphic representa-

tions, Artifacts, Media and technology sources. 

K.12 – Identify the following state and national symbols:  American flag, Tennessee flag, and the words of the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

1.16 – Explain the importance of patriotic traditions, including the Pledge of Allegiance and the National An-

them, and respectful behavior during both. 

2.19 – Recall the origins, meaning, and lyrics of the “Star Spangled Banner”. 

2.32 – Contrast primary and secondary sources. 

FOUNDATIONAL LITERACY STANDARDS:  Vocabulary Acquisition 

2.FL.VA.7a – Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 

grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies. 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING STANDARDS: Comprehension and Collaboration 

2.SL.CC.2 - Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or 

through other media. 

 

Lesson Materials Needed:  
 
• A copy of the book, Can You Sing “The Star-Spangled Banner”? 
• Video of the singing of The Star-Spangled Banner (one such as:  Star Spangled Banner for Kids National An-

them The Kiboomers) 

• Tennessee State Library and Archives primary and secondary sources: 
 

“Songs the Soldiers and Sailors Sing” song sheet  
 
Concert program 
 
Embroidered postcard from Marvin Ragsdale to Edline Fly 

 
       Tennessee State Seal                                                         

       Tennessee State Flag                                                         

                                             

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=PWMy7Rpk5Bo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=PWMy7Rpk5Bo
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll29/id/4528/rec/1
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll29/id/3190/rec/1
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll29/id/570/rec/41
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll28/id/994/rec/4
https://www.sos.tn.gov/products/state-flag
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Lesson Materials Needed: (continued) 
• Paper 
• Pencils 
• Drawing paper 
• Crayons or coloring pencils 
• Comprehension questions for Activity #2 
• Tennessee State Flag reproducible coloring sheet for Activity #5 
 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson Activities: 

Activity 1: What is a Primary Source? 

The teacher will define both primary and secondary sources to the students.  The teacher will cite ex-

amples of both primary and secondary sources with attention given to the five TSLA sources included 

in the lesson.  The teacher will use the following website from Study.com as a simple introduction to 

primary sources for elementary students. Please note that teachers should sign up for a free account 

to view the entire mini lesson if desired.  The first minute of the video is free to watch and provides a 

definition for both primary and secondary sources. 

          https://study.com/academy/lesson/primary-sources-lesson-for-kids.html 

 

https://study.com/academy/lesson/primary-sources-lesson-for-kids.html
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Materials:    Primary Sources from the Tennessee State Library and Archives (below) 
 
Directions:  The teacher will explain each of the five primary sources listed in the “Materials Needed” section.   
 
 “Songs the Soldiers and Sailors Sing” song sheet    

This primary source represents a song sheet with wartime songs.  The Star-Spangled Banner is one of 
the many songs included.  This song sheet was apparently distributed in 1918 by the YMCA to “song 
leaders.” 
 
Concert program 
Folded program for a concert by the 109th Infantry Orchestra (United States Army) on May 6, 1918 in 
Willer, France.  Many musical selections were played.  One of the closing songs played was the Star-
Spangled Banner. 
 
Embroidered postcard from Marvin Ragsdale to Edline Fly 
World War I era postcard embroidered in silk.  On the backside is a handwritten message from Marvin 
Ragsdale to his grandmother in Brentwood, Tennessee. He hopes she is "fine and dandy and enjoying 
life," and sends his love. Marvin Earl Ragsdale was a Ship's Cook, Second Class, aboard the USS Minne-
sota. 
 

 Tennessee State Seal 
 This source represents the seal of our great state of Tennessee.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
              Tennessee State Flag 

The Tennessee state flag is crimson (red) with a blue circle in the middle containing three white stars. 
The three stars represent the divisions of Tennessee into middle, east and west. The blue circle is sym-
bolic of the eternal unity of the three sections of the state. 
 

Also, show the book, Can You Sing “The Star-Spangled Banner”? and make mention to students that this is a 

secondary source because it is a book written about The Star-Spangled Banner.  The author of this book was 

not there in 1814 to experience the events that led Francis Scott Key to write the lyrics of this anthem.  

 
Activity 2: *What Did You Learn? 

Materials:  The book, Can You Sing “The Star-Spangled Banner”?   
                    Star Spangled Banner for Kids National Anthem The Kiboomers  

      Comprehension questions (listed below) 
                    Video of the singing of The Star-Spangled Banner      

      Pencils 
 
 

*Please note that this activity is primarily geared toward the 2nd grade level. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll29/id/4528/rec/1
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll29/id/3190/rec/1
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll29/id/570/rec/41
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll28/id/994/rec/4
https://www.sos.tn.gov/products/state-flag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=PWMy7Rpk5Bo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=PWMy7Rpk5Bo
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ACTIVITY 2: (continued) 

Directions:  Prior to reading the book, the teacher should play a sampling of The Star-Spangled Banner 

since that is the focus of the book.  There are various renditions such as this one:  Star Spangled Banner for 
Kids National Anthem The Kiboomers. 
 
The teacher will read the book and students will recall facts about The Star-Spangled Banner.  The teacher 
will introduce new vocabulary words:  anthem, gleaming, patriotic, perilous, spangled 
 
anthem – a song that celebrates a country 
gleaming – shining brightly 
patriotic – to be proud of a country 
perilous – dangerous 
spangled – covered with sparkling objects or lights 
 
With the teacher’s assistance, the students will answer questions individually or work in small groups to 
come up with answers. 
 
 

Comprehension Questions for Activity 2 

1. Who wrote the lyrics (words) for The Star-Spangled Banner? 

2. Why do we sing The Star-Spangled Banner? 

3. Francis Scott Key was a poet, but he was also a __________________________________? 

4. The United States flag that Francis Scott Key saw had only 15 stars because there were only 15 states in 

1814.  How many stars are on the current United States flag?  What does each star represent? 

5. Complete the following sentence using one of the five vocabulary words.  The Star-Spangled Banner is 

our nation’s song or ______________________________________. 

 

BONUS:  In the lyrics of The Star-Spangled Banner, there are two lines that talk about the exact 

same object.  What object is referred to in the following words: 

 

                      “Whose broad stripes and bright stars...”          

    AND 

                       “O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave” 

 

 

 

 

 

           
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=PWMy7Rpk5Bo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=PWMy7Rpk5Bo
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Answers to Comprehension Questions for Activity 2:   

1.  Francis Scott Key wrote the lyrics to The Star-Spangled Banner. 

2.  We sing The Star-Spangled Banner to honor, celebrate and show respect to our country.  (Any 

similar answers are acceptable.) 

3.  Francis Scott Key was also a lawyer (attorney). 

4.  There are 50 stars on the current United States flag.  Each of the 50 states is represented by a 

star. 

5.  The Star-Spangled Banner is our nation’s song or anthem. 

 

BONUS:  The United States flag is the object referred to in both lines of the lyrics. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Folded program for a concert by the 109th Infantry Orchestra (United States Army) on May 6, 
1918 in Willer, France.  Many musical selections were played.  One of the closing songs played 
was the Star-Spangled Banner. 
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Activity 3:  I Can Sing The Star-Spangled Banner!   
 

Materials:   
 
• The book, Can You Sing “The Star-Spangled Ban-

ner”?    
• Pencils 
• Drawing paper 
• Crayons or coloring pencils 
 
Look at the picture on the cover of the book.  The three 
people on the cover of the book are most likely at an 
outdoor sporting event.  We sing The Star-Spangled 
Banner at outdoor sporting events, indoor sporting 
events, possibly at school to begin the day, at Fourth of 
July programs, at school assemblies, and other places.  
Draw a picture of yourself or a group at an event where 
you would sing The Star-Spangled Banner.  Tell your 
class about your picture. 
 
 
 

 

Activity 4:   Write a Patriotic Poem 

Materials:   
 
• Pencils 
• Paper 
• Whiteboard and dry erase markers 
 
1) Choose one of these words:  DAWN , STAR, 

FLAG, FREE, BRAVE 

2) On a sheet of paper or on the board, the 
teacher will write one of the five words and 
make sure the word is going down, with one 
letter on each line. 

3) As a class activity, students are to think about 
the United States, especially their town, city, 
or state.  They should consider some things 
that make them thankful for their town, city, 
state, or the entire country.  Students should 
also think about things they learned in the sto-
ry; Can You Sing “The Star-Spangled Banner”?    

4) Put only one thought or idea on each line.  Po-
ems do not have to rhyme. 

5) Students could even create a tune and sing it!          
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Activity 5:  The Tennessee State Flag Coloring Activity 
 

Materials:   
• Tennessee State Flag reproducible coloring sheet  
• Crayons or coloring pencils  
• Tennessee State Flag (optional) 
 

Directions:   
 
In this lesson on The Star-Spangled Banner, students have also learned about our Tennessee State Flag. 
  
             The Tennessee state flag is crimson (red) with a blue circle in the middle containing three white 
 stars.  The three stars represent the divisions of Tennessee into middle, east and west. The blue 
 circle is symbolic of the eternal unity of the three sections of the state. 
 
Show students an example of the flag and have each student color the flag using a displayed example. If 
available, have the actual Tennessee state flag displayed in your classroom. 
 
 

http://www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/tennessee-state-flag
https://www.sos.tn.gov/products/state-flag

