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Introduction: 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton was a suffragist, social activist, abolitionist, and one of the first 

leaders of the woman’s rights movement.  The following lesson plan and resources are 

designed as an introduction to Elizabeth Cady Stanton and all she stood up and fought 

for.  Primary sources and secondary sources found at the Tennessee State Library and 

Archives will be introduced to students.  The book, Elizabeth Leads the Way, will serve 

as the focal point of the lesson as well as for many of the activities and comprehension 

checks within the lesson. 

Guiding Questions: 
• Who was Elizabeth Cady Stanton? 

• What was the importance of her large meeting (Seneca Falls Convention)? 

• What is a suffragist? 

Learning Objectives: During this lesson, the teacher will read the book, Elizabeth 

Leads the Way:  Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the Right to Vote by Tanya Lee Stone and 

illustrated by Rebecca Gibbon.    Students will learn about Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s 

childhood, her teen years, and her adult life.  Students will also use primary sources 

from the Tennessee State Library and Archives.  New vocabulary words as well as oth-

er key figures in the suffrage movement are introduced. 

 

 

Elizabeth Leads the Way:  Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the Right to Vote  
 
Lesson plans based on children’s books & primary sources at the        
Tennessee State Library & Archives 
 

Book: Elizabeth Leads the Way by Tanya Lee Stone 

Lesson Plan Creator:  Janis Perry, Education Specialist, Tennessee State 
Library and Archives 

Grade Level:  2nd and 3rd grades  

Date Created:  August 2020 

Visit http://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education for additional lesson plans.   

http://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/3035/rec/1
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Curriculum Standards:  Social Studies Practices and Social Studies Standards 

SSP.01 (K-2) - Gather information from a variety of sources, including: Printed materials, 

Graphic representations, Artifacts, Media and technology sources. 

SSP.01 (3-5) - Gather information from a variety of primary and secondary sources, including: 

Printed materials, Graphic representations, Artifacts, Media and technology sources. 

2.32 – Contrast primary and secondary sources. 

 

FOUNDATIONAL LITERACY STANDARDS:  Vocabulary Acquisition 

2.FL.VA.7a – Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies. 

3.FL.VA.7a - Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies. 

 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING STANDARDS: Comprehension and Collaboration 

2.SL.CC.2 - Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information pre-

sented orally or through other media. 

3.SL.CC.2 – Determine the main ideas and supporting de-

tails of a text presented in diverse media such as visual 

quantitative, and oral formats. 

 
Lesson Materials Needed:  
• A copy of the book, Elizabeth Leads the Way:  Elizabeth 

Cady Stanton and the Right to Vote   
• Tennessee State Library and Archives primary and sec-

ondary sources: 
      The Doings of Women Folk 

            Lest We Forget 

      Mrs. Catt and Woman-Suffrage Leaders Repudiate 
the Bible 

 
• Paper 
• Pencils 
• Drawing paper 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

Photo courtesy of the Tennessee Elec-

tronic Library (World Book Student) 

https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll27/id/687/rec/1
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll27/id/39/rec/2
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll27/id/848/rec/3
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll27/id/848/rec/3
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 Lesson Activities: 
 

Activity 1: What is a Primary Source? 

 

The teacher will explain to students what primary sources as well as secondary sources are. 

The teacher will cite examples of each with attention being to those that correspond to the les-

son.  The teacher will use the following website as a simple introduction to primary sources for 

elementary students:  

          https://study.com/academy/lesson/primary-sources-lesson-for-kids.html 
 
Please note that teachers should sign up for a free account to view the entire mini lesson if de-

sired.  The first minute of the video is free to watch and provides a definition for both primary 

and secondary sources. 

Materials:  Primary Sources from the Tennessee State Library and Archives 

Directions:  Explain each of the three primary sources listed in the “Materials Needed” section.  

(Please note that just a simple explanation should be used due to the advanced material repre-

sented in the three sources.) 

 The Doings of Women Folk 

  Lest We Forget 

           Mrs. Catt and Woman-Suffrage Leaders Repudiate the Bible 
 
 

Activity 2: What Did You Learn? 

Materials:  The book, Elizabeth Leads the Way:  Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the Right to Vote   
 
Directions:  
The teacher will read the book and students will recall facts about Elizabeth Cady Stanton.  
 
The teacher will introduce new vocabulary words:  preposterous, abolitionist, waver, gasped, 
flabbergasted 
 
The students will answer comprehension questions individually or work in small groups to 
come up with answers.  (See last page for the questions/answers.) 

 

   

https://study.com/academy/lesson/primary-sources-lesson-for-kids.html
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll27/id/687/rec/1
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll27/id/39/rec/2
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll27/id/848/rec/3
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Lesson Activities (continued):  
 
Activity 3: Putting on Her Best Dress 
 
Materials:   
• The book, Elizabeth Leads the Way:  Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

and the Right to Vote   
• Pencils 
• Drawing paper 
• Crayons or coloring pencils 
 
Look at the picture on the cover of the book.  Do you think 
Elizabeth’s dress represents something that was worn a long 
time ago or something that a woman would wear now?  Why? 
 
Draw a picture of Elizabeth in something that she would have 
worn a long time ago or something that she’d wear now.  Add 
a banner to place around her that’s similar to the one in the 
picture. 

(Teacher can project or make a copy of the book cover so each student will have a model to go by.) 

 
Activity 4:   Express Yourself 

Materials:   
Pencils 
Paper 
Crayons or coloring pencils 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton gave many speeches in her lifetime to convince others to believe the 

way she did about women’s rights and the abolition of slavery.  This type of speech is called a 

persuasive speech (persuasive writing).   

Write at least four sentences to persuade or convince someone to believe the way you do.  Ex-

amples include: 

• Convincing your parents that you’re responsible enough to have a pet 
• Convincing your teacher that the class deserves a free period 
• Convincing your parents that you deserve a new video game 
• Convincing your friends that every school subject is important (even if they don’t                
       enjoy it) 
 
Be creative, express yourself!! 
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Comprehension/Discussion Questions for Activity 2 

1. What right did Elizabeth think would change everything for women? 

2. Why couldn’t Elizabeth go to Union College like her brother did? 

3. Why do you think the lady that came to Elizabeth’s house to visit her new baby   

     sister said, “What a pity it is that she’s a girl?” 

4. Even as a girl, Elizabeth thought she could do anything!  Name one thing Elizabeth could 

do that most girls couldn’t. 

5. Look at the cover of the book and count the number of stars on the flag.  How many stars 

are there and what do these stars represent? 

 

BONUS:  How many stars are on the United States flag now?  What do they represent? 

 

 

Answers:   

1. The right for women to vote 

2. Women couldn’t go to Union College as it was only for men. 

3. Perhaps because girls (women) didn’t have many rights, such as the right to vote 

4. Elizabeth jumped over high hurdles on horseback. 

     Elizabeth rafted across a raging river. 

     Elizabeth won a prize for being the best in Greek studies. 

5. There are 30 stars on this flag to represent 30 states.  This flag became the official United 

States Flag on July 4th, 1848. 

 

BONUS:  The United States flag has 50 stars to represent each of the 50 states. 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
        
 
 


