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Introduction:  

The following lesson plan and resources are designed as a general introduction to the great state of 

Tennessee.  It addresses aspects of the state:  Tennessee’s music, mountains, iconic attractions such 

as the Grand Ole Opry, Graceland, and many others.  Students will hopefully get a general familiarity 

of the state through use of primary and secondary sources found at the Tennessee State Library and 

Archives. 

Guiding Questions: 
 
• What are some of the famous attractions in Tennessee? 

• Name three famous Tennesseans. 

• What are three things that are special about Nashville? 

• How would you describe Tennessee? 

 

Learning Objectives:  

During this lesson, students (or teacher) will read the book, V is for Volunteer:  A Tennessee Alphabet 

Book by Michael Shoulders.  Using this alphabet book, students will explore Tennessee facts and les-

sons learned from A-Z.  Students will also use primary sources from the Tennessee State Library and 

Archives. 

 

Discovering Tennessee:  Facts and Wonders of the 16th State 
 

Lesson plans based on children’s books & primary sources at the Tennessee State Library & Archives 

Book: V is for Volunteer:  A Tennessee Alphabet Book by Michael Shoul-
ders 
 

Lesson Plan Creator: Janis Perry, Tennessee State Library & Archives 

Grade Levels:  1st and 2nd grade 

Date Created:  May 2020 

Visit http://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education for additional lesson plans.   

http://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/3035/rec/1
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Curriculum Standards:  Social Studies Practices and Social Studies Standards 

SSP.01 - Gather information from a variety of sources, including: Printed materials, Graphic representations, 

Artifacts, Media and technology sources. 

SSP.03 – Organize data from a variety of sources in order to:  Compare and contrast multiple sources.  Recog-

nize differences between multiple accounts.  Frame appropriate questions for further investigation. 

1.07 – Recognize major products and industries found in Tennessee (e.g., agriculture, manufacturing, mining, 

music, and tourism). 

2.32 – Contrast primary and secondary sources. 

 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING STANDARDS: Comprehension and Collaboration 

1.SL.CC.2 - Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or 

through other media. 

2.SL.CC.2 - Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or 

through other media. 

 

WRITING STANDARDS: Research to Build and Present Knowledge  

1.W.RBPK.8 -  With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather infor-

mation from provided sources to answer a question. 

2.W.RBPK.8 - Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a 

question. 

 

Materials Needed:  
• A copy of the book, V is for Volunteer:  A Tennessee Alphabet Book.   
• Tennessee State Library and Archives primary and secondary sources (linked below) 
•  
Marcia Campbell in clogging competition at Uncle Dave Macon Days 
 
Grand Ole Opry cast on the stage of the Ryman Auditorium 
 
The Jubilee Singers 

Opossum on phone 

W.C. Handy monument at Handy Park, Memphis, Tennessee 

Dresden Plate quilt 

Tennessee State flag 

https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll42/id/326/rec/2
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll12/id/39/rec/1
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/reconaa/id/203/rec/1
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll28/id/3885/rec/3
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/883/rec/1
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll8/id/10/rec/12
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll28/id/943/rec/12
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Materials Needed (continued) 

• Crayons or magic markers 
• Drawing paper 
• Pencils 
 
 

LESSON ACTIVITIES:  

Activity 1: Memory Activity 

Materials: V is for Volunteer:  A Tennessee Alphabet 

Book 

Directions: Use the book you just read or that was 

read to you and recall the facts that were  given to 

you in each letter from A – Z.  Example, A is for Ap-

palachian Mountains, B is for Beale Street, C is for 

Cloggers, D is for daffodils and dogwood trees, etc.  

The teacher will call on students to get their re-

sponses.  This activity will also work well in groups 

or teams to recall the A-Z facts. 

 
 
 
Activity 2: What is a Primary Source? 

Before beginning the activity, the teacher will define both primary and secondary sources to the stu-

dents.   The teacher will cite examples of each with attention being to those that correspond to the  

lesson.  The teacher will use the following website as a simple introduction to primary sources for ele-

mentary students:  https://study.com/academy/lesson/primary-sources-lesson-for-kids.html.     Please 

note that teachers should sign up for a free account to view the entire mini lesson if desired.  The first 

minute of the video is free to watch and provides a definition for both primary and secondary sources.  

Students will explain each of the sources in the table below. 

 https://study.com/academy/lesson/primary-sources-lesson-for-kids.html    

 

On the following page you’ll find a handout for students including a variety of primary sources featur-

ing items mentioned in the book. Encourage students to analyze these primary sources and describe 

them in the space provided. A link is provided to in the event you want to project the image in the 

classroom.  

 
 

https://study.com/academy/lesson/primary-sources-lesson-for-kids.html
https://study.com/academy/lesson/primary-sources-lesson-for-kids.html
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Using the table below, explain these primary sources from the Tennessee State Library Archives. 

Primary Source Explain This Source 

 

 

 

The lady is clogging (type of danc-
ing). 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

Link to source 

Link to source 

Link to source 

Link to source 

Link to source 

Link to source 

https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll12/id/39/rec/1
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/reconaa/id/203/rec/1
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll28/id/3885/rec/3
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/883/rec/1
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll8/id/10/rec/12
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll42/id/326/rec/2
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Activity 3: Analyzing a Primary Source 
The Statue of W.C. Handy  
 

Materials: Tennessee State Library and Archives Primary Source ID# 27945 
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll28/id/5328/rec/7 
 
Description: The statue of W.C. Handy, world-famous blues musician, is located in Handy Park in Mem-
phis, Tennessee.  

Directions: The teacher will read the description of this primary source  to the students.  Students are 

to carefully study the primary source and answer the following questions. 

• What city is this statue located in? Where is Memphis located on a map?  
• What kind of musician was W.C. Handy? 
• Looking at the primary source, what instrument do you think W.C. Handy enjoyed playing? 
• What does the word, “blues” mean? 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll28/id/5328/rec/7
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Activity 4: Make Your Own Alphabet Page 

Pretend your class is creating an alphabet book using the information gathered in V is for Volunteer:  A 

Tennessee Alphabet Book.  The teacher will assign each child a letter of the alphabet and have them 

create a page with just one or two sentences describing the informational text evolving around that 

letter. Students may use the same or similar text from the book or create their own.  Their information 

must somehow relate to our great state of Tennessee.  Example:  Students may not use the letter “I” 

for igloo as we don’t have igloos in Tennessee.  (Note:  The teacher will have to assign some students 

more than one letter if you have a small class size.) 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


