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Primary Sources 

1. “The Cherokee Country” map: https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/

p15138coll23/id/10787/rec/18  

2. President Jackson letter to the Cherokee Nation, 1835: https://

teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/2129/rec/1 

• Two versions of this source have been provided at the end of this document: a 

true transcription of the letter excerpts, and an adapted transcription that stand-

ardizes spelling and grammar, as well as simplifying the language used. 

3. John Ross letter to Gov. William Carrol, 1829: https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/

collection/p15138coll18/id/2081/rec/19 

• Two versions of this source have been provided at the end of this document: a 

true transcription of the letter excerpts, and an adapted transcription that stand-

ardizes spelling and grammar, as well as simplifying the language used. 

Materials 

• Primary sources (or modified tran-

scriptions) 

• Graphic organizer 

Title:  Cherokee Removal: Different Points of View 

 

Creator: Attendee of the TSLA Summer Institute  

Standard:  

8.47: Describe the impact of the Indian Remov-

al Act and the struggle between the Cherokee 

Nation and the U.S. government, including the 

significance of Worcester v. Georgia and the 

Trail of Tears 
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Activity Instructions: 

• Project “The Cherokee Country” map for the class and discuss how the land controlled by 

the Cherokee was reduced over time by the U.S. government, eventually leading to the 

push for Cherokee Removal to land west of the Mississippi River (Trail of Tears). 

• Have students read and analyze the President Jackson and John Ross letters utilizing the 

graphic organizer, focusing on the different points of view regarding Cherokee Removal. 

  — This activity can be completed individually or in pairs, with each student  

        reading one document and sharing their findings. 

  — Modified transcriptions of the two letters are included below. The original 

        sources can be accessed via the hyperlinks above.  

• After the students finish analyzing the documents, the focus question can be used  to 

start a class discussion or as a formative assessment. 
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Cherokee Removal: Different Points of View 

Read both documents and takes notes on how the different groups felt about Cherokee Removal. 

U.S. Government Point of View 

“Newspaper article containing a letter from 

President Andrew Jackson to the Cherokee 

Nation East concerning the treaty” 

 

Cherokee Nation Point of View 

“Letter from John Ross to Tennessee Governor 

William Carroll regarding the Cherokee 

Nation’s Stance on removal” 

  

Focus question: 

1. Do the documents you read show similar or different points of view about Cherokee 

Removal? If different, why do you think the U.S. Government and the Cherokee Nation would 

feel differently about Removal?   
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Transcription of excerpts from “Newspaper article containing a letter from President Andrew Jackson to the Cher-

okee Nation East concerning the treaty” located in the Nashville Union, April 8, 1835 

 

To the Cherokee Tribe of Indians East of the Mississippi river. 

MY FRIENDS: I have long viewed your condition with great interest. For many years I have been acquainted with 

your people, and under all variety of circumstances, in peace and war.… Listen to me, therefore, as your fathers 

have listened, while I communicate to you my sentiments on the critical state of your affairs. 

You are now placed in the midst of a white population. Your peculiar customs, which regulated your intercourse 

with one another, have been abrogated [repealed] by the great political community among which you live; and 

you are now subject to the same laws which govern the citizens of Georgia and Alabama…. Most of your people 

are uneducated, and are liable to be brought into collision at all times with their white neighbors. Your young men 

are acquiring habits of intoxication….The game has disappeared among you, and you must depend upon agricul-

ture and the mechanic arts for support. And, yet, a large portion of your people have acquired little or no property 

in the soil itself, or in any article of personal property which can be useful to them. How, under these circumstanc-

es, can you live in the country you now occupy? Your conditions must become worse and worse, and you will ulti-

mately disappear, as so many tribes have done before you. 

 Of all this I warned your people, when I met them in council eighteen years ago. I then advised them to sell 

out their possessions east of the Mississippi and to remove to the country west of that river. This advice I have 

continued to give you at various times from that period down to the present day, and can you now look back and 

doubt the wisdom of this counsel?... Where you now are, you are encompassed by evils, moral and physical, and 

these are fearfully increasing…. 

 I have no motive, my friends, to deceive you. I am sincerely desirous to promote your welfare. Listen to 

me, therefore, while I tell you that you cannot remain where you now are. Circumstances that cannot be con-

trolled, and which are beyond the reach of human laws, render it impossible that you can flourish in the midst of a 

civilized community. You have but one remedy within your reach. And that is, to remove to the West and join your 

countrymen, who are already established there. – And the sooner you do this, the sooner you will commence your 

career of improvement and prosperity…. 

 The whole subject has been taken into consideration, and an arrangement has been made, which ought to 

be, and I trust will be, entirely satisfactory to you. The Senate of the United States have given their opinion of the 

value of your possessions; and this value is ensured to you in the arrangement which has been prepared…. Why, 

then, should any honest man among you object to removal? The United States have assigned to you a fertile and 

extensive country, with a very fine climate adapted to your habits, and with all the other natural advantages which 

you ought to desire or expect…. 

 Think then of all these things. Shut your ears to bad counsels. Look at your condition as it now is, and then 

consider what it will be if you follow the advice I give you. 

 Your friend, 

 Signed,  ANDREW JACKSON 

 Washington, March 16th, 1835 
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Adapted transcription of excerpts from “Newspaper article containing a letter from President Andrew 

Jackson to the Cherokee Nation East concerning the treaty” located in the Nashville Union, April 8, 1835 

 

To the Cherokee Tribe of Indians East of the Mississippi River. 

 MY FRIENDS: I have followed your condition for a long time. I have known your people for many years 

and under a lot of different circumstances, in peace and at war. Listen to me, as your fathers have in the past, 

while I tell you my feelings about your current, critical situation.  

 You now live in the middle of a white population. Your strange customs that managed how you 

interacted with each other have been canceled by the larger political community in which you live. You now 

must follow the same laws which govern the citizens of Georgia and Alabama. Most of your people are 

uneducated and will often have conflicts with their white neighbors. Your young men are becoming 

alcoholics. The wild animals you depended on for food have disappeared, and you must rely on farming and 

industry to support yourselves. However, most of your people have not bought any farmland or other 

personal property that would be useful to survival. How, under these circumstances, can you live on the land 

you now occupy? Your conditions will just become worse, and, in the end, you will disappear as so many 

tribes have done before you. 

 I warned your people of this when I met with your council 18 years ago. I told them at that time to sell 

their possessions laying east of the Mississippi River and move to land in the West. I have continued to give 

you this advice at various times from up until the present day. Can you now look back and see that your 

council was wrong? Where are you now? You are taken over by moral and physical evils which are fearfully 

increasing.  

 I am not trying to deceive you, my friends. I sincerely want what is best for your welfare. Listen to me 

then when I tell you that you cannot remain where you are now. Problems that cannot be controlled and that 

are beyond the reach of human laws make it impossible for you to live and grow in the middle of a civilized 

community. There is only one answer to this problem: you must move to the West and join your fellow tribes 

who are already living there. The sooner you do this, the sooner you will return to your lives of improvement 

and prosperity.  

 Everything has been thought through and a plan has been made that I believe you will find agreeable. 

The Senate of the United States has given its opinion about how much your possessions are worth. This value 

is promised to you in the plan that has been prepared. Why should any honest man disagree with removal? 

The United States has given you a large amount of fertile land with weather that suits your habits, and it has 

all the natural advantages you could expect. 

 Think about all these things. Do not listen to bad opinions. Look at how you live now, and then think 

about what your life would be like if you follow the advice I am giving you. 

 Your friend, 

 Signed,  ANDREW JACKSON 

 Washington, March 16th, 1835 
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Transcription of excerpts from “Letter from John Ross to Tennessee Governor William Carroll regarding the 
Cherokee Nation’s stance on removal” located in the Penelope Johnson Allen Cherokee Collection, 1775-
1878 

 

New Echota Cherokee Nation 

August 29th 1829 

Dear Sir, 

Your communication of this date containing the object of your visit to the Nation under instruction from the 

Secretary of War is received and maturely deliberated on in Executive Councils convened for the express pur-

pose. The deep interest felt on the part of the President of the U. States for the removal of the Cherokees 

west of the Mississippi is known to the nation. It is a subject that has often and long since been submitted for 

consideration and been deliberated by the Councils of the Nation with all that solemnity its importance de-

served, and the conclusion and result of those deliberations have been expressed in solemnness and sincerity 

to the Govt of the U. States, adverse to removal. And we declare that those sentiments and dispositions re-

main the same and are unchangeable…. 

It is deemed inexpedient to enter into a special agreement to meet commissioners for the purpose of dis-

cussing the subject of the Cherokees removed west of the Mississippi when it is well known that the disposi-

tion of the Nation is adverse to a removal and that no propositions could be made to change their disposition 

as to induce them ever to enter into a treaty on the subject…. We are happy to hear that it affords you much 

sattisfaction [sic] to find that the best feelings exist everywhere towards to U. States in the [Cherokee] Nation 

and that you will take occasion to communicate this fact to the Pres. of the U. States in contradiction to the 

slanderous reports circulated by the frontier newspapers prejudicial to the best interest of the Cherokee Peo-

ple. Permit us Sir in addition to say that so far from the Cherokees entertaining any hostile feelings towards 

the citizens of the U. States—that in our opinion, no people could be found in the U. States who would, in 

case of actual war, prove more loyal to the cause of the U. States than the Cherokees. Yourself as well as the 

President of the U. States have witnessed this fact realized during the late war [War of 1812] – with great 

pleasure we reciprocate your wishes for the future happiness of this Nation. In return you will please to ac-

cept the best wishes for your health and happiness and for the peace and prosperity of the United States. In 

behalf of the Cherokee Nation we have the honor to be Sir very respectfully your Servants. 

John Ross 

Geo. Lowrey 

William Hicks 

Major Ridge his x mark 

 

To His Ex’cy 

William Carroll 

Gov’r of Tennessee 

Present 
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Adapted transcription of excerpts from “Letter from John Ross to Tennessee Governor William 
Carroll regarding the Cherokee Nation’s stance on removal” located in the Penelope Johnson Allen 
Cherokee Collection, 1775-1878 

 

New Echota Cherokee Nation 

August 29th 1829 

Dear Sir, 

Your letter discussing why you visited the Cherokee Nation under orders from the Secretary of War 

has been received and talked about in the Executive Council which met for this specific reason. The 

deep interest felt by the President of the United States for the removal of the Cherokees west of the 

Mississippi River is known to the Nation. It is a topic that has been brought to us and discussed by 

the Council of the Nation many times with all the seriousness it deserves. The result of those 

discussions that the Cherokee Nation is against removal has been made clear to the government of 

the United States. We declare that our decision against removal stays the same. 

It is unwise for us to agree to meet with commissioners to discuss the subject of the Cherokee 

removing west of the Mississippi River when it is well known that the Nation is against removal, and 

no other suggestions could be made that would convince the Cherokee to sign a treaty on the 

subject. We are glad that you are happy to hear that the Cherokee Nation has a positive feeling 

toward the United States. We hope that you will communicate this fact to the President of the 

United States to stop the false stories being reported by newspapers on the frontier that do not have 

the best interest of the Cherokee people in mind. Please allow us to also say that, rather than the 

Cherokee disliking citizens of the United States, we do not think you could find other people who 

would be more loyal to the United States in a time of war than the Cherokee. You and the President 

of the United States have seen this happen during the War of 1812. We gladly share your wish that 

the Cherokee will live happily into the future. In return, please accept our best wishes for your health 

and happiness and for the peace and prosperity of the United States. On behalf of the Cherokee 

Nation, we are your respectful servant. 

John Ross 

Geo. Lowrey 

William Hicks 

Major Ridge his x mark 

 

To His Excellency 

William Carroll 

Governor of Tennessee 

Present 
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