
CMN 3350 Biblical Exegesis and Exposition from Paul’s Letters 
May 18- 21, 2015 

 

Professor: Gary Allen Henecke DD 
Cell  Number: (615) 516-1906  
Email address: garyhenecke@gmail.com 
Mail address:  201 Larkton Place, Franklin TN 37069-8212 
This professor is available only through email and phone contact 
 

Course Description: 
An examination of Paul’s life, his unique impact on the first century, and his letters, with his special 
teachings, concept of truth, theology and view of Hebrew Tanach (scriptures).  Special focus will be 
given to Galatians, possibly the earliest NT test, (all Pauline Letters will be discussed) for both a 
clearer understanding of the text and its application for preaching and teaching in the local church 
and Army assignment. This course may be repeated if focus is on a different book of the Bible. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of the course the student will: 
• hold a concept of the world in which Paul lived and emerged. 
• Deepen understanding of the composition and structure of Pauline Epistles. 
• Understand the major theological issues addressed within those epistles. 
• Clearly identify Paul’s concept of God’s work in Christ – salvation. 
• Articulate a clear theology of holiness and righteousness that is sound and consistent with Paul. 
• Increase competence in exegesis, interpretation, and application to contemporary audiences. 
 
Common assigned text for CEU/Degree students (required)  
 

Longenecker, Bruce W. and Todd D. Still.  The Thinking Through Paul – A Survey of His Life, 
Letters and Theology. Zondervan, 2014.  ISBN: 978-0-310-33086-8. 
 

Other assigned text (for degree seeking students)  
 

Luhrmann, Dieter. Galatians: A Continental Commentary (Continental Commentaries). 1st ed. 
Augsburg Books, 1992.  ISBN: 13: 978-0800696184 
 
CEU REQUIREMENTS (FOR OFFICERS NOT IN THE DEGREE-SEEKING PROGRAM) 

 

To receive 2 hours of CEU credit an officer must: 
1. complete the preliminary pre-session reading from the assigned chapters of the text (see 

number 3 below): Thinking Through Paul—A Survey of His Life, Letters and Theology . 
2. attend all class sessions (Monday – Thursday). 
3. submit a 4-5 page book critique of the assigned text (the introductions with chapters 1, 6, 

11, 12 and 13), due Monday, the first day of class, at 12:30 p.m.  
4. prepare and deliver a ten minute sermon/lesson, in class, using a Pauline text – applicable 

to your assignment. 
5. complete an in-class evaluation which includes writing a summary stating how the 

course’s reading, lecture and discussion will impact their current ministry (to be given 
Thursday afternoon). 

 

CEU assignments are not given point values (points are received only by degree-seeking students 
who receive a final grade for the course) but are marked “satisfactory” or “unsatisfactory.”   



 
REQUIREMENTS (FOR OFFICERS IN THE DEGREE-SEEKING PROGRAM) 
 

1) Reading assignment and book critique.  CEU and Degree students will read the Thinking 
Through Paul—A Survey of His Life, Letters and Theology assigned chapters (the 
introductions with chapters 1, 6, 11, 12 and 13) – then prepare a 4-5 page book critique (200 
points—degree students only). All critiques should follow the guidelines included in this 
document.  

CEU Students: Due Monday, May 18, at 12:30 p.m. Email the assignment to the professor, 
or bring to class. 
 
Degree Students: Please submit this paper through Trevecca’s learning platform (Connect). 
You will receive instructions about this procedure in a separate e-mail from Gail Pusey. This 
assignment should be submitted by Monday, May 11, 2015. All responses should be typed 
(12 point, Times New Roman, 1 inch margins) and be in MLA format. (200 points) 
 

2) Sermon/Lesson. Deliver in class a ten (10) minute sermon/lesson from the letter of Galatians 
that is applicable to your ministry. (100 points—degree students only) 

 
3) Integrative paper.  Degree students will write a 4-5 page synthesis paper that summarizes 

and integrates all the insights and major concepts covered in the readings and class sessions, 
with reflection upon how the content can be applied in your particular area of ministry, due 
Thursday, June 11. While group interaction is highly encouraged, the final integrative paper 
must reflect independent thought, insights and applications. (300 points) 

 
4) Major Project.  Degree students will prepare a 10-12 page final exegetical project consisting 

of historical, grammatical, social, and theological background information along with 
theological insights gained from the critical commentary by Dieter Luhrmann focused 
upon the theme of crucifixion. All projects are due Thursday, June 25.  (400 points) 

 
Attendance Policy: Regular class attendance is an important obligation and each student is 
responsible for all work conducted in class meetings.  In emergency situations, a student may 
request to the faculty member, with approval by the Associate Director of the Christian Ministry 
Program, for missed sessions to be audio or video recorded.  In addition to the student’s 
listening/watching the recording, the faculty member may require further work in order to make 
up for the missed sessions.  The student must be in attendance for a minimum of 85% of the class 
sessions in order for this request to be considered.  Appeal may be made to the dean of the 
School of Religion for further flexibility. 
 

Submission of Assignments: 
 

Submit assignments through Trevecca’s learning platform (Connect). All responses should be 
typed (12 point, Times New Roman, 1 inch margins) and be in MLA format. 
 
Papers need to be dated on or before the designated due date. The due date may only be 
extended for one week, at the discretion of the professor, if the extension is requested at 
least 3 days prior to the due date.   
 



GRADE SCALE 
 

Description Grade Percentage  
or Points 

TNU Quality Points 
Per Semester Hour 

Exceptional A+ 98% 4.0 
 A 97.9% 4.0 
 A- 94.9% 3.7 
Superior B+ 89.9% 3.3 
 B 87.9% 3.0 
 B- 84.9% 2.7 
Average C+ 79.9% 2.3 
 C 77.9% 2.0 
 C- 74.9% 1.7 
Passing D+ 69.9% 1.3 
 D 67.9% 1.0 
 D- 64.9% .7 
Failing F Below 60% 0 

 
Guidelines for Book Critique 
 

1. Read the book thoroughly, thoughtfully, and carefully.  Particularly be aware of 
significant and meaningful sections of the book and pay special attention to how the 
author develops the thought of the book. 

2. Begin your critique by describing what you observed in #1 above along with what you 
perceive the author’s purpose to have been for writing the book. 

3. Describe in detail the author’s strong points. Weak points. Major issues that were 
thoroughly examined. Major issues that were ignored or avoided.   

4. Interact personally with the author and the overall purpose of the book. What was most 
helpful for you? Why? What did you learn in the book? With what areas did you 
particularly agree? Why? With what areas did you find troublesome or even 
disagreement? Why? For whom do you think reading this book would be of value? 

5. Throughout your critique be certain to; major on major points, think critically 
(thoughtfully and reflectively) and analytically (how the parts of the book relate to the 
whole). Be sure to work with the full book rather than one area that engaged your 
attention.  
 

 

Summary of Assignments, Time Commitment, & Points 
 

What Due Time Points 
Pre-Class Reading Assignment  10 hours  
Pre-Class Book Critique May 11 15 hours 200 
Sermon Preparation & Presentation May 20-21 3 hours 100 
Class Participation  May 18-21 22 hours  
Integrative Paper June 11 30 hours 300 
Major Project June 25 35 hours 400 

Total  115 hours 1000 



CLASS SESSIONS/OUTLINE (subject to change) 

 
 

Christian Ministry Program 
Biblical Exegesis and Exposition from Paul’s Letters 

Day Session Hours 
Taught Unit Lecturer/ 

Activity 
Monday 
Afternoon 12:30 - 2:30 2 Introduction to the Course & 

Each Other and Paul  

 3:00-4:30 1.5 Second Temple Judah and First 
Century Rome  

Tuesday 
Morning 8:00-10:00 2 Paul the Pharisee and Rabbi – 

Apostle to Jesus Christ – a life  

 10:30-noon 1.5 Paul’s Christology – Philippians 2  

Tuesday 
Afternoon 1:00- 2:30 1.5 Paul’s Understanding of Israel and 

Covenant – Romans 9-11/ Galatians  

 3:00-4:30 1.5 
Quiz on the World of Late Judaism 
and Early Christianity 
Survey of Paul’s Various Letters 

 

Wednesday 
Morning 8:00-10:00 2 Exposition of Galatians 1-2  

 10:30-noon 1.5 Exposition of Salvation from 
Galatians and the Israel of God  

Wednesday 
Afternoon 1:00- 2:30 1.5 Exposition of Galatians – the 

Righteousness of God 3-4  

 3:00-4:30 1.5 Exposition of Hagar versus Sara  

Thursday 
Morning 8:00-10:00 2 Exposition of Life in Christ in 

Galatians  

 10:30-noon 1.5 Sermons   

Thursday 
Afternoon 1:00- 2:30 1.5 Sermons  

 3:00-4:30 1.5 Sermons  

Total Hours  23   

 
Professor will break for ½ hour during morning and afternoon sessions. Breaking for lunch may be flexible. 
TBA—degree-seeking students will meet for approximately 2 additional hours with the instructor. 
 
 
 



 
COMMON POLICIES 
 
Attendance Policy 
Regular class attendance is an important obligation and each student is responsible for all work 
conducted in class meetings.  In emergency situations, a student may request to the faculty 
member, with approval by the Associate Director of the Christian Ministry Program, for missed 
sessions to be audio or video recorded (the student is responsible to provide for this).  In addition 
to the student’s listening/watching the recording, the faculty member may require further work in 
order to make up for the missed sessions.  The student must be in attendance for a minimum of 
85% of the class sessions in order for this request to be considered.  Appeal may be made to the 
dean of the School of Religion for further flexibility. 
 
Academic Honesty 
To protect the integrity of your university degree, academic honesty is expected of all students at 
Trevecca Nazarene University.  TNU students are held to high standards of academic ethics, 
personal honesty, and moral integrity.  Trevecca enforces these standards by dealing with 
academic dishonesty fairly and firmly.  If plagiarism (using another’s statements or thoughts 
without giving the source appropriate credit) is confirmed, the assignment receives a grade of 
zero. The assignment is to be resubmitted properly (although the zero grade remains). Cheating 
on an exam, falsifying documentation, and dishonesty in reporting reading are just a few of the 
infractions that are grounds for course failure and/or program termination.  
 
Disability Accommodations 
Trevecca Nazarene University provides disability support services.  Anyone who feels they may 
need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability and who would like to receive 
accommodations must register with Disability Services, in the Center for Leadership, Calling, 
and Service, room 212, 615-248-1346. 
 
Late Work Policy 
Papers need to be postmarked, or dated (emailed submissions) on or before the designated due 
dates. Each day (not counting Sundays) your assignment is late your grade on that assignment 
will be dropped by 10% (Degree Students).   
 
Electronic Submissions 
If an electronic submission is acceptable to the professor, it is the student’s responsibility to 
ensure the professor received the assignment. 
 
Cell Phones/Internet 
As a courtesy to the professor and other students cell phones (calls & text) and internet 
connections (email & surfing) are not to be utilized during class. In rare situations taking a 
personal call or text message may be appropriate, but arrangements should be made in advance 
with the instructor. 
 
 
 



 
Required Paper Format and Product 
Papers should conform to MLA standards for citations and formatting see: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/ ).   
 
A polished product (with proper grammar and spelling, structured writing, and mature thought) 
is expected.  Ask yourself:  
1. Is the paper clearly written and logically organized?  
2. Does it have a coherent argument toward a stated conclusion?  
3. Have I, the writer, articulated a definite position of my own?  
4. When other texts or positions are engaged, are they adequately understood, fairly 

characterized, and cited appropriately?  
5. Does the paper follow sound conventions of academic writing, and is it polished?  
 
It is advised that students ask a trusted colleague or friend to proofread their work after the 
student himself has proofread his paper.   
 
Academic Support/Writing Help 
Writing help is available from Trevecca’s Academic Services Center. Please email your paper to 
writingservices@trevecca.edu along with the following information: 
• Class name 
• Specific assignment requirements (or attach the class syllabus) 
• Date the paper is due 
  
A writing tutor will read the document and respond with suggestions for improvement. Please allow at 
least four days for the process.  
 
Disclaimer 
Please note that all digital communication content exchanged as part of this course, including 
email, online discussions, and chat sessions, are the responsibility of and owned solely by the 
author.  It is also understood that all digital exchanges are submitted freely by each student.  
 
 

Galatians 2:19  Through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have 
been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,1 who loved me and gave 
himself for me. (NRS)  

 
Galatians 3:1  You senseless Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your 

eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly exhibited as crucified! (NRS) 
 
Galatians 5:24  Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 

affections and desires. (NRS)  - NRS verses edited   
 
Galatians 6:14  May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, by which1 the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (NRS) 
 


