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Bruno Ricciotti, co-founder of the broker-
age Bond New York, in his brand-new  
offi ce on the 19th fl oor of 1776 Broadway. 
Founded eight years ago as a rentals-only 
fi rm in an offi ce above a strip club and gun 
range, the now 200-employee fi rm said it 
expects to book $500 million in sales this 
year. Bond specializes in projects in up-
and-coming neighborhoods, but still works 
in high-end rentals like 148 Mercer Street 
in Soho, where the top apartment leased 
for $25,000 a month. By C. J. Hughes

 This hardcover ledger recorded 
Bond’s fi rst transaction — a $2,000 
apartment on Horatio Street — in a 
two-deal month. An average month 
now produces 400 deals.

Photo from 2004 debut 
party for Bond’s Mercer 
Street offi ce, its second.

A magazine cutout of 
martial-arts icon Bruce Lee 
reminds Ricciotti to “not be 
controlled by tradition.”

A wooden chessboard.

A Hacky Sack, which 
keeps his refl exes sharp.

The glass-enclosed 
clock is from a 2005 
Aruba wedding where 
he was best man. The 
wedding was conducted 
in the ocean, where 
Ricciotti held the ring 
between his toes.

Christmas gift from ven-
dor Online Residential.

The bearded-man  sculp-
ture was purchased on a trip 
into the Alaskan wilderness 
with his father.

“Snuff,” the new book by 
Chuck Palahniuk, author of 
“Fight Club,” and a Coldplay 
songbook that Ricciotti, 
a guitarist, is learning.

Framed copy of 
The Real Deal’s 
February 2007 
issue, which 
features him on 
the cover.
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Fro-yo face-off
Pinkberry and its competitors multiply
BY GABBY WARSHAWER 

The frozen yogurt purveyors that came 
to the city a few years ago offering 
tart (rather than sweet) soft-serve are 

now on a new expansion tear. 
The fro-yo trend began picking up steam 

when Pinkberry opened its fi rst Manhattan 
store in late 2006; the company, which was 
started in Los Angeles in February 2005, 
was already hugely popular in its home-
town. Pinkberry expanded quickly in New 
York — within a year, the chain had eight 

locations in the city. 
Meanwhile, by early 2008, Pinkberry’s 

main rival, Red Mango, had four locations 
in the city. 

The newest trendy dessert retails for 
around $4 to $6 a serving. Now, in the last 
few months and even weeks, the expan-
sion of these tart and tangy operations has 
reached new heights. There are now dozens 
of these Korean-style frozen yogurt stores 
in Manhattan and in the outer boroughs, 
particularly Queens and Brooklyn.

Even as the big players continue to widen 
their reach, a host of smaller competitors such 
as Yofi ore, Yogo Monster, Oko, Cocoplum 
and 16 Handles have popped up around 
town. Yofi ore, which has only been in exis-
tence for six months, now has six New York 
City stores in operation, while Yogo Monster 
opened a location in Park Slope this March 
and additional locations in Forest Hills and 
Downtown Brooklyn this summer.

Brokers said the companies that sell 
the new generation of treats are taking a 
bite out of the city’s retail landscape. Also, 
there are more stores on the way, in loca-
tions that could create some fi erce frozen 
yogurt competition. 

On Bleecker Street, for example, the fi rst 
Red Mango opened in late 2007, just a few 

doors down from Pinkberry. The competi-
tors — which now have a combined 23 stores 
open or in the works in the city — also have 
stores within a stone’s throw of each other 
in Union Square, on West 32nd Street and 
in Flushing. They’ll be facing off again on 
St. Marks Place when Red Mango opens a 
location on the street this fall. 

As a story headlined “Yogurt War!” re-
cently pointed out in the Brooklyn Paper, 
within the coming months, Court Street in 
Downtown Brooklyn will become a mini-
hub for frozen yogurt. In August, Yogo Mon-
ster opened at 115 Court Street. And last 
month, Yofi ore opened at 32 Court and Red 
Mango is coming to 125 Court.

Owners of new-school frozen yogurt em-
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Red Mango is coming to 125 Court Street.

 Yogo Monster opened in August 
at 115 Court Street in Brooklyn. Yofi ore opened at 32 Court Street last month.


