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READY, SET, GO! DRIVING THE NEW CAMRY, A DYNAMIC EXPERIENCE 

 
It’s immediately obvious that the new Camry is a different breed from past models just by 

looking at it, but the real revelation comes when you get behind its steering wheel. As the 

Camry’s Vehicle Performance Leader, Yoichi Mizuno, boldly declared when the car was 

unveiled at the North American International Auto Show: “You will feel the difference in how the 

new Camry behaves five seconds into your drive.” 

During a press demonstration, media test drivers discovered that he wasn’t 

exaggerating—actually, far from it— as each one of them noticed a striking difference in the way 

the new Camry felt the moment they pressed the accelerator pedal compared to the previous 

model.  

The 2018 Camry takes off from a standstill in a smooth manner, but can really jump off 

the line if you mash the throttle, as the front tires take a firm bite of the tarmac and quickly 

propel the vehicle to cruising speed. Once there, you realize how well-composed and controlled 

the car is. Part of the credit here goes to the new Camry’s enhanced aerodynamics, which 

includes full underfloor covers, with aero stabilizing fins, that help enhance the car’s firmness 

and fuel efficiency at speed. Also, extensions and aero fins on the trailing edge of the rear 

bumper control and prevent the separation of air as it flows toward the rear of the vehicle. On 

some models, a shield inside the lower grille lowers drag inside the engine compartment, while 

the hybrid features a shutter located behind the grille that automatically opens and closes to 

optimize air flow into the engine compartment and improves aerodynamics. 

“We worked hard to maximize the aerodynamic efficiency of the Camry at high speed, 

not only to enhance driving control, but to also contribute to the car’s amazing fuel efficiency 

through less air resistance,” Mizuno said. 
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The Camry’s new, Dynamic Force 2.5-liter inline-4 cylinder remains remarkably quiet, 

but it does let out a melodious growl when the throttle is mashed. The Camry accelerates swiftly 

and smoothly, thanks to the high efficiency of the new engine. Not only does it provide the 

Camry with ample power both off the line and in the mid-rpm ranges, it also exhibits excellent 

efficiency, thanks to advanced engine technologies achieving greater thermal efficiency with 

high output and a reduction in energy loss associated with, among others, exhaust and cooling 

systems and the movement of mechanical parts.   

For those who prefer a bit more power, the newly developed 3.5-liter V-6 provides a 

formidable low-end and mid-range punch, allowing the new Camry to keep pace with premium 

sports sedans. The V-6 also comes with the D-4S, but with another version of Toyota’s variable 

valve-timing-and-lift technology called VVT-i (W).  

You might be surprised to hear that many felt the model most suited for driving 

enthusiasts was the Camry Hybrid, thanks to a new SPORT mode that enhances the car’s 

acceleration. With four modes to choose from (EV, Normal, Eco, and Sport), the Camry Hybrid 

drivers can customize their driving experience to whatever fits their mood, whether that be on 

city roads or through a challenging mountain pass. It also features Sequential Shiftmatic, a new 

system that allows for manual-like gear changes via paddle shifters on the Hybrid SE grade to 

enhance the sporty driving experience. 

On the open highway, the Camry retains its character as one of the smoothest and 

quietest sedans in the marketplace. The ride quality is smoother than even the previous model, 

while the cabin remains remarkably quiet. Despite its smoother ride character, the new Camry’s 

handling has been dramatically enhanced. The suspension system has been completely 

redesigned, with the front unit now consisting of an improved version of the previous 

generations MacPherson strut setup, while the rear receives a double wishbone system that 

provides a high sense of control and instills driver confidence. 

Around the racetrack, the Camry turned-in sharply, thanks in part to the precision of the 

electric rack-and-pinion steering system. The car remained composed through a variety of 

corners, exhibiting minimal body roll and tire slippage. The overall handling balance felt neutral, 

and the grip limits of the tires were high. Also on display here was the car’s super rigid body 

structure that was apparent in quick left/right transitions. 

Mizuno credits the new Camry’s agility to the TNGA (Toyota New Global Architecture) 

chassis, where the car’s major components, including the passengers themselves, have been 

placed lower in the vehicle. Even the Hybrid system has been repositioned under the hood in a 

new configuration while the Hybrid battery is also lower; positioned under the rear seating. A 
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lower center of gravity results in better overall performance because vehicle load is more evenly 

distributed among the four tires during accelerating, braking and cornering.  

“The new Camry is an extremely balanced machine with much more excitement and 

emotion than any model before it. It keeps you comfortable and fresh on long drives, while 

encouraging you to go faster on twisty roads,” said Masato Katsumata, the Chief Engineer of 

the new Camry. “It is a true driver’s car that we engineered to behave exactly as the driver 

intends.” 
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