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A TALE OF TWO CAMRYS 

 

It’s a popular storyline that has been told a number of different ways throughout history: 

Two contrasting personalities within the same person. Most of us can relate because each one 

of us hides a wild side within. The same holds true with the new Camry.  Many are content with 

premium refinement, and have an expectation of what the Camry is. For others, the Camry line-

up has a taste of edge and new-found excitement up its sleeve. 

The all-new 2018 Camry also has a wild, sporty side, but unlike before, it’s evident upon 

first glance. Whereas the Camry L, LE and XLE carry the air of a dapper gentleman or proper 

lady, the two sport models, the Camry SE and XSE, are all about unleashing our inner 

playfulness or letting our hair down, and being unapologetic about it. 

The all-new Camry has vastly enhanced driving dynamics, thanks in part to Toyota’s 

innovative TNGA strategy, which includes a totally reimagined platform and a pair of efficient, 

yet powerful Dynamic Force engines. The new platform (GA-K platform. GA” meaning Global 

Architecture) is shared by all grades; there beyond that is where they begin to show their unique 

characteristics. Because the L, LE, XLE Camry models already possess an expressive and 

sleek body, the exterior styling of the SE and XSE needed to really stand out, according to 

Camry’s Project Chief Designer, Akira Kubota.  

“They needed to scream to onlookers that Camry possesses a true sports-sedan heart. 

Therefore, we had to make the grades appear clearly different, so they can be instantly 

distinguished from 200 yards away,” Kubota said.   

The SE and XSE sport models feature their own unique and aggressive body styles 

befitting a high-performance premium sports sedan, highlighted by an aggressive face with 

large side intakes, a high and slim upper intake where the Toyota badge resides, and a powerful 

center portion with a bold black mesh grille pattern.  
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The front end of the SE and XSE models employ three unique openings for the grille, 

including a pair of wide trapezoidal openings in the lower corners of the front fascia. A highly 

stylish and eye-catching detail is their positioning that keeps a low center of gravity while 

forming an extension to the rocker panels. 

The two sport models’ aggressive nature is further enhanced with the available two-tone 

paint scheme, adding a Midnight Black Metallic painted roof (with matching black painted rear 

spoiler and exterior mirror housings), that makes the vehicle’s center of gravity appear even 

lower by the blacked-out greenhouse. Additionally, the two-tone color scheme accentuates the 

sporty and handsomely sculpted shape for both the A- and C-pillar sections of the vehicle. 

At the rear of the vehicle, a rear spoiler is added to the top of the trunk lid to aid in 

aerodynamics while subtle diffuser fins have been added around the dual exhaust outlets (dual 

exhausts with quad chrome tips in the case of all XSE grades), improving aerodynamic 

performance as they help to direct airflow. The XSE dawns smoked rear combination lenses 

with the hi-grade trim featuring full-LED lighting. The wide stance and athleticism of the two 

sport models are further enhanced at the rear of the vehicle by accents at the outer corners of 

the rear bumper. And to complete the package, they come with black-painted, machine-finish 

18-inch or available 19-inch alloy wheels. 

Inside the cabin, much of the new Camry’s already efficient and handsomely-styled 

interior is maintained. The seats on the XSE feature an available Cockpit Red leather with 

intricate perforation to transform the interior from a relaxed state to a beast within.  

While the two sport models will no doubt attract a new segment of younger, more 

expressive customers, the new Camry offers traditional owners who have come to love the 

model’s civility and reliability, an opportunity to shed their inhibitions and take a drive on the wild 

side.  

From the beginning, the development team wanted to expand the appeal of the Camry. 

This is most evident with Chief Engineer Masato Katsumata’s direction, “We wanted to make an 

impact with current owners, to shake things up and leave a lasting impression with current and 

new owners.” 
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