
 
 
FACT SHEET 
 

 
WHO WE ARE 

SourceRise was founded in 2014 by Caroline Avakian and developed by a team 
of Bitmaker Labs web developers led by Arya Iranpour. 
 

WHAT WE DO 
SourceRise is a social enterprise that directly connects journalists to expert 
sources all over the world, in an effort to scoop the underreported but important 
global stories that the world is hungry for. We make it easy for NGO expert 
sources, to share their needed access and expertise with the journalists and 
bloggers actively searching for it. As a result, we are increasing the number of 
well researched, compelling global news stories in mainstream media. 

 
HOW WE DO IT 

Via daily source request emails from journalists to our sources and digital media 
briefings on breaking global hot topics, we directly fill the void left by the shut 
down of foreign news desks all over the world. SourceRise also matches 
journalists, photojournalists and other media makers with NGOs able to host 
them in the areas of the world they wish to report on. In addition, SourceRise will 
hold its first annual one-day summit in New York City in the spring of 2015. 

 
WHY WE DO IT 

We created SourceRise with one goal in mind: To increase the number of 
compelling, well-researched global news stories in mainstream media. 
A recent survey from MPO Research Group found that American media are 
missing the mark when it comes to providing international coverage to the public.  
When MPO asked respondents what they think about the coverage of 
international news, over half said there should be more of it.  Just over a quarter 
think itʼs fine just as it is, indicating that thereʼs a lot of room for improvement 
from our media outlets. 



 
 
We are witnessing the media landscape evolving all around us. Itʼs a major, sector-altering 
disruption in the traditional journalism model. At the same time, nonprofits and international 
NGOs have access to some of the most interesting news, insights and trends that the world 
is hungry for. The problem is that thereʼs nothing connecting these two forces together. With 
minimal resources, many NGOs struggle to get critical information out to the public, while 
reporters struggle for reliable news sources. Enter SourceRise. 
 
Our passion lies in helping reporters and NGOs succeed, and through that, bringing the 
world better stories and deeper context. Nonprofits no longer need huge public relations 
budgets to get their stories in the hands of reporters. Reporters no longer need huge travel 
budgets or scour the net endlessly for the right sources and contacts for a story. At 
SourceRise, weʼre committed to leveling the playing field for nonprofits and reporters. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FAQ 
 

How is SourceRise different? 
SourceRise is different than citizen journalism sites, development news sites or other 
reporter connector sites, in that our focus is on foreign and development news reporting. We 
aim to elevate global stories by directly connecting Western journalists to expert sources on-
the-ground. We do this via daily source request emails from journalists covering a story or an 
international crisis, and via digital press briefings with journalists and sources on breaking 
global hot topics. At a time when foreign news desks are shutting down due to budget 
constraints, our mission as a social enterprise is to solve that problem by helping journalists 
connect easily to vetted expert sources they can trust and quote in their pieces, which 
ultimately provides better, more contextualized foreign news coverage. 

 
How do these journalist/source connections work? 



 
Mainstream media and NGOs have had a longstanding relationship. Journalists often reach 
out to NGO expert sources for access to remote parts of the world — they rely on them for 
quotes, to provide context to political, social and cultural issues on the ground, to give them 
fact sheets and statistics they can reference in their stories. Currently, we are seeing a huge 
shift in the international reporting landscape that has led to the shut down of many foreign 
bureaus of even major news outlets. This has led to many NGOs and nonprofits researching 
and pitching their own stories, sharing sources and analysis and even providing travel 
logistics, guides and housing to reporters. In short, without the help of NGOs, many foreign 
news stories would never be told. SourceRise is the result and the logical next step to 
advancing this mutually beneficial relationship. 

 
Whatʼs the story behind SourceRise? 

 
“A couple of years ago, when I actually started telling people about my budding idea (that 
eventually became SourceRise), colleagues would tell me, “Yeah, nice idea but arenʼt there 
already development news sites writing about these stories?” I realized that when people 
free-associate on ʻforeign or development newsʼ, thereʼs an underlying assumption that it 
should live on a separate news site, that thereʼs no place or desire for it in mainstream news. 
Interestingly, we know this isnʼt the case. Data shows us that people actually want more 
international news brought to them on the news channels and sited theyʼre already watching 
and reading. It became very apparent to me that there is a perception and language 
disconnect when we speak about international or development news. That disconnect fuels 
my efforts to mainstream SourceRise and change the way we view and create news.” – 
Caroline Avakian, Founder 

 
Share those stats with me — do we really need or want more global news? 

 
Over 95% of online media consumption in the US is on domestic news sites. We live in what 
we believe is an uber- connected digital world, and think we have this wide view of world 
events, but we really donʼt. A recent survey from MPO Research Group found that American 
media are missing the mark when it comes to providing international coverage to the public. 
When MPO asked respondents what they think about the coverage of international news, 
over half said there should be more of it. Just over a quarter think itʼs fine just as it is, 
indicating that thereʼs a lot of room for improvement from our media outlets. 
We created SourceRise with one goal in mind: to increase the number of well researched, 
compelling global news stories in mainstream media.   
 
	  


