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THE MISSION OF TLAP IS
THREEFOLD:

to protect the interests of clients, litigants and the
general public from harm caused by impaired
lawyers or judges; |
to assist impaired members of the legal profession

to begin and continue recovery; and

to educate the bench and bar to the causes of and
remedies for impairments affecting members of the r
legal profession.

TENNESSEE LAWTYTERSE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

TLAP



INTRODUCTION

The Tennessee Lawyers Assistance Program ("TLAP") was established by order of the
Tennessee Supreme Court (the "Court") in 1999. The mission and general structure of
TLAP are set forth in Rule 33 of the Tennessee Supreme Court Rules. This report is
submitted to the Commission, pursuant to Tenn. S. Ct. R. 33.02, for the purpose of
reporting the activities and accomplishments of TLAP during 2012.

I
STATISTICAL DATA FOR 2012

The Tennessee Lawyers Assistance Program is a free, confidential assistance program
providing consultation, referral, intervention, and crisis counseling for lawyers, judges,
bar applicants and law students who are struggling with substance abuse, stress or
emotional health issues. TLAP’s work contributes to the protection of the public and the
improvement of the integrity and reputation of the legal profession. Statistics support that
assistance to an affected lawyer often prevents future ethical violations, thereby reducing
the number of disciplinary actions. Since inception, TLAP has provided educational
services to 60% of all licensed attorneys and judgeé, and has made presentations to every
student in the six Tennessee law schools.

TLAP maintains statistical

Presenting Issue

information regarding inquiries and
referrals by individuals. In 2012,
fifty-two percent (52%) of intake

m Alcohol & Drug

= menualheath | calls pertained to issues of chemical

Other
34%

dependency and thirty-four percent
(34%) with mental health issues,

such as depression. The other
fourteen (14%) of intake calls presented with something other than substance abuse or
mental health concerns, such as marital conflict, financial distress, performance

productivity, cognitive impairment, stress, eating disorder, domestic abuse, and
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compulsive behaviors. Many TLAP clients have a dual diagnosis, meaning that they

have been diagnosed with substance abuse in combination with another disorder.

TLAP tracks the source of the Referrals by Region
inquiries and referrals based on
geographical regions. Forty-four

percent (44%) of new referrals R
were from Middle Tennessee, '\:::f'TLN

8 Other

thirty percent (30%) from East
Tennessee, twenty-three percent

(23%) from West Tennessee,

and three percent (3%) from out
of state. Although the majority of referrals still originate in the Middle Tennessee area,
there was a significant increase in referrals from the other two regions, particularly East

Tennessee, which increased by nine percent (9%).

In 2012, seventy-nine percent (79%) of TLAP referrals were male, and twenty-one
percent (21%) were female. There was a 10% decrease in female referrals from 2011 to

2012.

Referral by Gender

= Maie

m Female

Forty two percent (42%) of referrals to TLAP were from concerned third parties (such as
friends, family, law schools or firm members), twenty-seven percent (27%) were self-

referrals, eleven percent (11%) were from the Board of Law Examiners (BLE), and
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twenty percent (20%) were from the Board of Professional Responsibility (BPR). TLAP
is pleased to report that BPR referrals increased by twelve percent (12%) in 2012 when
compared with 2011.

Referral Source Referral Type

%

B Lawyers
o Third party

w5l
BPR

B Law tudents & Bar
Applicants

L Tuthpos

%

Seventy percent (70%) of TLAP referrals concerned lawyers, twenty-six percent (26%)
law students or bar applicants, and one percent (1%) pertained to members of the
judiciary. Although the number of judges referred to TLAP was not noteworthy, the
number of referrals from judges increased significantly; twelve percent (12%) of third

party referrals were from members of the judiciary.

SUMMARY OF BPR REFERRALS
The BPR refers attorneys to TLAP when the respondent’s behavior has indicated that the
individual may benefit from TLAP services. TLAP is often included in court orders as a
part of resolution of discipline when mental health or addiction is a mitigating factor.
BPR referral data for 2012:

e Informal (phone) referrals: 6

e Formal (written) referrals: 34
e Court orders requiring respondent to submit to a TLAP evaluation and follow all
TLAP recommendations: 17
e Total number of referrals from the BPR: 57
Of the forty (40) referrals from the BPR (excluding those referred via court order), TLAP
was able to assist fifty percent (50%).
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In 2012, TLAP staff and commissioners were able to meet with disciplinary counselors to

provide further education about TLAP services and to answer questions or concerns

regarding the referral process. TLAP commissioners also presented at the BPR hearing

panel orientations in Nashville, Memphis and Knoxville. As a result, one hundred percent

(100%) of the disciplinary counselors made more than one referral to TLAP during the

2012 calendar year.

STATISTICAL DATA BY MONTH

TLAP submits monthly statistical reports to the TLAP Commission. These reports

include items such as number of phone calls, number of presentations, and number of

trips throughout the state. A summary of the year 2012 is provided below:

Statistical Information for January 2012 through December 2012

Abbreviations used:

ABA:
AG:
AOC:
AOS:
BLE:
BPR:
CLE:
COJ:
CoLAP:

American Bar Association

Attomey General

Administrative Office of the Courts
Affinity Online Solutions (UDS service)
Board of Law Examiners

Board of Professional Responsibility
Continuing Legal Education

Court of Judiciary

ABA’s Commission on Lawyer
Assistance Programs

Employee Assistance Professionals
Judicial Assistance Group

Lawyer Assistance Program

Lawyers in Recovery meeting
Memphis Bar Association

Middle TN Assoc. of Legal Assistants
Nashville Bar Association

National Organization of Bar Counsel
Question, Persuade, Refer: suicide
prevention training

Urine Drug Screens

Tennessee Attomey Memo

Tennessee Bar Association

Tennessec Lawyers Assistance Program

: Tennessee Legal Association of Women

Wednesday Women’s Group

Contacts with Volunteers = 1,113
or an average of 92.75 per month
Contacts with Commissioners =
634 or an average of 52.83 per
month

Contacts with Clients = 2,747 or an
average of 228.91 per month
Contacts with New Clients = 235 or
an average of 19.58 per month
Contacts with Reopened Clients =
63 or an average of 5.3 per month
Contacts with Treatment Centers
= 856 or an average of 71.33 per
month

Contacts with Law Students = 627
or an average of 52.25 per month
Contacts with Judges = 303 or an
average of 25.25 per month
Contacts with Others (BPR, BLE,
other LAP’s, etc.) = 1350 or 112.5
per month



e Disciplinary Hearings = 21 or an average of 1.75 per month
e Meetings held at TLAP = 142 or an average of 11.83 per month
o Educational Presentations = 44 or an average of 3.67 per month

Numbers above only reflect direct one-on-one contacts, and do not include the number of audience
members in each presentation.

2012 TLAP TRAVEL AND PRESENTATION HISTORY

January 2012

01/11/12 TLAP presentation for the Nashville School of Law

01/09/12 Nunnelly-TLAP client meetings at The Ranch

01/12/12 Nashville-Meeting with Libby Sykes, David Byrne, and Justice Holder
01/14/12-01/15/12 Nashville-Mock Trials at Vanderbilt University School of Law
01/18/12 Tullahoma-BPR hearing

01/18/12 Manchester-TLAP meeting with commissioner

01/19/12 Nunnelly-TLAP client meetings at The Ranch

01/25/12 Nashville-Meeting with Libby Sykes

01/26/12 Jackson-TLAP client hearing in Federal Court

01/26/12 Jackson-TLAP volunteer meetings

01/26/12 Jackson-TLAP Client Meetings

01/27/12 Chattanooga-TLAP volunteer reception

01/27/12-01/29/12 Chattanooga-TLAP Commission Retreat

February 2012

02/01/12 Knoxville-TLAP presentation for the University of Tennessee School of Law
02/01/12-02/06/12 New Orleans-ABA Conference-CoLAP meetings

02/02/12 Nashville-TLAP client meetings at the Integrative Life Center

02/03/12 New Orleans-TLAP panel at ABA Conference in New Orleans

02/04/12 New Orleans-TLAP presentation for National Org.of Bar Counsel (NOBC)
02/04/12 Memphis-TLAP presentation for Memphis University School of Law
02/06/12 Jackson-TLAP presentation for Inns of Court

02/14/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation for the Nashville School of Law

02/16/12 Sevierville-TLAP presentation to Sevier County Bar

02/16/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings

02/22/12 Brentwood-BPR presentation

02/22/12 Memphis-TLAP client meetings

02/22/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation to BPR disciplinary counsel

02/22/12 Memphis-TLAP presentation to Memphis University School of Law
02/22/12 NBA Health & Wellness committee meeting

02/22/12 Nunnelly-CARF interview at The Ranch

02/23/12 Dickson-Site visit to Freeman Sober Living Establishment

02/23/12 Nashville-BPR hearing
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02/24/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation to Tennessee School Board Attorneys
02/28/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation to General Sessions Judges Conference
02/28/12-02/29/12 Birmingham-site visit to Bradford Health Services

March 2012

03/06/12 Nashville-TLAP client meetings at the Nashville School of Law
03/08/12 Nashville-Marketing meeting with Pinegrove Treatment, Mississippi
03/09/12 Nashville-BPR board meeting- Judge Williams representing TLAP
03/12/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings

03/13/12 Dandridge-BPR hearing

03/13/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings

03/15/12 Franklin-TLAP presentation at the Judicial Conference (first)
03/15/12 Franklin-TLAP panel presentation at the Judicial Conference (second)
03/21/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation for MTALA

03/14/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings

03/14/12-03/16/12 Franklin-Judicial Conference

03/22/12 Memphis-Faculty visit at the University of Memphis School of Law
03/22/12 Memphis-TLAP client meetings

03/22/12 Nashville-Site visit to Cumberland Heights

03/23/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation for Miller Martin Law Firm

03/23/12 Little Rock-SASSI training

03/28/12 Nashville-Suicide Prevention Training

03/29/12 Knoxville-TLAP presentation for the Judicial Magistrate Conference
03/30/12-04/01/12 Dickson-CAMP TLAP

April 2012

04/12/12-04/14/12 Nunnelly-LAP Director’s Retreat at The Ranch

04/16/12 Nashville-Marketing meeting with Cumberland Heights

04/18/12 Nashville-Marketing meeting with Cumberland Heights

04/18/12 Nashville-TLAP client intervention Planning

04/18/12 Nashville-Healthy Bar Party meeting

04/18/12 Nashville-TLAP mock intervention for Vanderbilt University School of Law
04/19/12 Brentwood-TLAP presentation and CEU for Nashville networking breakfast
04/26/12 Nashville-TLAP client intervention

04/27/12 Nashville-Marketing meeting with local provider

04/27/12 Brentwood-Marketing meeting with local provider

04/30/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings

May 2012

05/01/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings

05/02/12 Knoxville-TLAP presentation to BPR panel members
05/03/12 Nashville-TLAP client meeting at Integrative Life Center
05/08/12 Burns-Site visit to New Life Lodge Treatment Center
05/10/12-05/13/12 Colorado-CoLAP

05/10/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation to BPR panel members
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05/15/12 Nashville-Network with local therapists

05/15/12 Memphis- TLAP presentation to BPR panel members

05/15/12 Nashville-Client meeting at Vanderbilt Psychiatric Hospital

05/17/12 Birmingham-BPR hearing

05/24/12 Nashville-Continuing Educational presentation by New Life Lodge
05/25/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation to Waller Lansden Law Firm

05/29/12 Nashville- Meeting with Vanderbilt Comprehensive Assessment Center
05/30/12 Nashville-TLAP client meetings at Cumberland Heights

05/30/12 Nashville-Site visit to women’s extended care facility

June 2012

06/01/12 Nashville-Nashville School of Law Dinner

06/04/12 Nashville-BPR hearing

06/05/12 Memphis-TLAP client meetings

06/06/12 Memphis-TLAP client meetings

06/06/12 Memphis-TLAP presentation to Clerks of Court
06/06/12-06/08/12 Memphis-Judicial/ TBA Conferences

06/07/12 Memphis-TLAP client meetings

06/07/12 Memphis-TLAP Commission meeting

06/07/12 Memphis-JAG meeting

06/08/12 Memphis-TLAP presentation to Tennessee Trial Lawyers
06/11/12 Nashville-Marketing meeting with The Ridge Treatment Center
06/12/12-0613/12 Hattiesburg-Site visit to Pine Grove Treatment Center
06/15/12 Nashville-TLAP client meeting at Cumberland Heights
06/18/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation to Federal Judges Conference
06/18/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation to Nashville School of Law
06/22/12 Hickman County-The Ranch open house

06/25/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings

06/26/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings

06/27/12 Kingsport-TLAP client meetings

06/27/12 Kingsport-TLAP Tri Cities BBQ

06/28/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings

July 2012

07/05/12-07/06/12 Nashville-Music City Round-Up

07/12/12 Nashville-BLE hearings (five)

07/18/12 Knoxville-BPR hearing

07/19/12 Brentwood-Continuing Education presentation by The Ranch
07/20/12 Memphis-TLAP client intervention

07/27/12 Nashville-Marketing meeting with The Ranch

07/28/12 Hendersonville-TLAP Summer Lake Party

07/30/12 Nashville-Meeting with Dean of Nashville School of Law

August 2012
08/02/12-08/05/12 Chicago-ABA & CoLAP Conference
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08/06/12 Nashville-BPR hearing

08/07/12 Nashville-Site visit to Integrative Life Center

08/09/12 Alabama-TLAP presentation to Montgomery County Bar Association
08/09/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation to Nashville School of Law

08/10/12 Nashville-Site visit to Cumberland Heights

08/11/12 Nashville-Burns Brady Workshop

08/13/12 Nashville-Referral meeting with Kevin Collen, MD

08/15/12 Memphis-TLAP client meetings

08/15/12 Memphis-TLAP presentation to University of Memphis School of Law
08/16/12 Nashville-Middle TN EAPA meeting and presentation

08/17/12 Nashville-Student fair at Vanderbilt University School of Law
08/22/12 Nashville-Referral meeting with Centerstone Behavioral Health
08/23/12 Nashville-BPR hearing

08/24/12 Knoxville-Student orientation at University of Tennessee School of Law
08/24/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings

08/30/12-08/31/12 Memphis-TLAP client meetings

September 2012

09/04/12-09/06/12 Nashville-Journey Together Conference
09/04/12 Nashville-Meeting with Executive Director of BLE
09/07/12 Nashville-TLAP staff retreat

09/10/12 Murfeesboro-TLAP softball game

09/12/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings

09/13/12 Nashville-DSM V training

09/13/12 Knoxville-BPR hearing

09/13/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings

09/17/12 Nashville-TLAP softball game

09/18/12 Nashville-Meeting with BPR

09/19/12 Nashville-TLAP Presentation to Law Clerks at AOC
09/20/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings

09/22/12 Dickson-TLAP Hootenanny

09/24/12 Nashville-TLAP softball game

09/24/12 Nashville-Site visit to Integrative Life Center

October 2012

10/03/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation for Vanderbilt University School of Law
10/03/12 Antioch-TLAP softball game

10/07/12-10/12/12 Michigan-CoLAP Conference

10/07/12 New Orleans-TLAP presentation for AON Conference

10/10/12 Nashville-TLAP softball game

10/17/12-10/19/12 Franklin-Judicial Conference

10/16/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation for TLAW

10/16/12 Knoxville-TLAP presentation for University of Tennessee School of Law
10/16/12 Knoxville-TLAP presentation for DA’s Conference

10/17/12 Nashville-TLAP softball game
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10/18/12 Memphis-TLAP presentation for University of Memphis School of Law
10/18/12 Franklin-TLAP presentation for Judicial Conference with Dr. McCauley
10/22/12 Nashville-Smart Recovery Training

10/23/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meeting

10/24/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings & intervention

10/24/12 Knoxville-TLAP presentation for University of Tennessee School of Law
10/24/12 Nashville-TLAP softball game

10/29/12 Nashville-Meeting with AOC

10/30/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation for BPR-CLE Workshop

10/31/12 Nashville-TLAP softball game

November 2012

11/01/12 Nashville-BPR hearing

11/01/12 Nashville-Meeting with Judges Summers, Woodall, Williams
11/01/12 Nunnelly-Client visit at the The Ranch

11/02/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation for Municipal Judges Conference
11/02/12 Franklin-TLAP presentation for TAM with Judge Ross Hicks
11/05/12 Nashville-referral meeting with Foundations

11/07/12 Nashville-Smart Recovery Training

11/08/12 Nashville-Client Integrative Life Center

11/14/12 Kingsport-TLAP client meetings

11/14/12 Kingsport-Tri-Cities LIR Thanksgiving Dinner

11/15/12 Knoxville-TLAP client meetings

11/16/12 Nashville-Healthy Bar Party

11/26/12 Nashville-Referral meeting with Skill Set Organizing

December 2012

12/04/12 Nunnelley-TLAP client sessions at The Ranch

12/05/12 Nashville-Tennessee Supreme Court 75™ Anniversary Party
12/06/12-12/07/12 Nashville-BLE hearings

12/07/12 Nashville-TLAP presentation for NBA & Government Attorneys
12/07/12 Nashville-Meeting with Deputy Director of NC LAP

12/07/12 Franklin-TLAP presentation for TAM Conference

12/08/12 Nashville-Healthy Bar Party Wrap up brunch

12/11/12 Nashville-TLAP staff Christmas lunch with Shuttleworth Williams
12/12/12 Nunnelley-TLAP client meetings at The Ranch

12/12/12 Memphis-TLAP LIR Holiday Party

12/12/12 Memphis-TLAP client meetings

12/13/12 Memphis-TLAP client meetings

12/17/12 Nashville-TLAP client intervention

12/19/12 Nashville-TLAP LIR Holiday Party

12/20/12 Nashville-TLAP sponsored CLE workshop- Law Office Management
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11
TLAP PERSONEL AND COMMISSION

Laura McClendon, MA, CEAP, is responsible for all matters related to the operations of
TLAP. Ms. McClendon began as Assistant Director for TLAP in 2001, and assumed the
position of Executive Director in March, 2006. In 2010, Ms. McClendon served as Chair
for the 23rd National Conference for Lawyer Assistance Programs in Indianapolis,
Indiana. She is the current Chair of both the Life Balance and LAP Retreat Committees
for the Commission on Lawyer Assistance Program (CoLAP), and remains a member of
the CoLAP Conference Planning Committee. She has authored numerous articles in the
field of substance abuse, stress, mood disorders, lawyer assistance programs, treatment,

and more. She regularly speaks at conferences throughout the United States.

Ted Rice, M.Ed., LPC-MHSP, CEAP, has served as Deputy Director since October,
2006. Mr. Rice’s role is to coordinate, monitor, facilitate, delegate, evaluate and assume
responsibility for TLAP’s clinical and organizational support. Mr. Rice travels
extensively throughout the state, provides direct client services in each region, oversees
law school education programs, and works extensively with both the Board of Law

Examiners and the Board of Professional Responsibility.

Emily Lacey was hired as the full-time Program Coordinator in January 2006. She is
responsible for conference planning, expenses and reimbursements, random urine drug
screening, and compliance management of TLAP Monitoring Agreements. She also
manages repayments for the Bill Cain Fund, and is on call after hours to answer TLAP

crisis calls.

In May, 2010, TLAP hired Jessica Copeland, M.Ed., NCC, as the Clinical Outreach
Coordinator. Jessica graduated in 2010 with her Master’s Degree in Education (M.Ed.)
from Vanderbilt’s Human Developmental Counseling program and is working to become
a Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC). Jessica works extensively with the law schools
and the Board of Law examiners, conducts assessments for new clients, and provides on-

going crisis stabilization services to those in need.

-12-



There were two new members appointed to the TLAP Commission in 2012:

Dean Virginia Moses Townzen, Nashville

Bruce G. Seidner, Ph.D., Knoxville
Commissioners Dr.Timothy P. Davis and Stephenson Todd both finished their terms as
TLAP Commissioners. Cynthia Cheatham, James Cornelius Jr., Peter Harris, Ph.D. and
Drew McElroy were all appointed for a second three year term. Jim Cornelius was
appointed by the Court as Chair of the Commission beginning on June 1, 2012 and
expiring on June 1, 2014. (Exhibit A)

I
FINANCIAL

TLAP is a part of the Judicial Branch of State Government and is entirely funded by
attorney annual registration fees, of which TLAP receives $20.00 per licensed attorney.
TLAP operates on a fiscal year: July 1st through June 30th. The TLAP budget for the
2011-12 fiscal year was $446,100.00, of which TLAP spent $468,097.62 ($1,520.00 for
revolving loan recipients) and collected $307,190.55. The budget for the 2012-13 fiscal
year is $457,300.00.

TLAP operations have been consistently running over budget since hiring a fourth full-
time staff position. The position, originally created in 2007, was partially funded for two
years by a grant through the Office of Criminal Justice Programs (OCJP). As a result,
TLAP statistics and outreach experienced exponential growth, creating the need to
maintain the position after the grant had ended. Following the recommendation of the
American Bar Association, TLAP solidified it as a permanent position in 2009.
Fortunately, TLAP has been able to temporarily rely upon reserve funds in order to
support this position.

Unfortunately, in addition to the expenses related to hiring a fourth full-time employee,
there was a decrease in 2012 in the number of dues paying lawyers, which resulted in a

$4,520.00 loss to the TLAP budget. Also in 2012, a new rule was passed allowing
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inactive attorneys to pay only half of the annual dues required, which will ultimately cost
the program about $39,000.00 a year. An increase to the $20.00 provided to TLAP out of

registration fees will have to be reviewed and considered in the near future.

It has become increasingly difficult to provide a financial report to the Commission at the
end of the calendar year for two reasons: 1.) because of the AOC operating on a fiscal
year, and 2.) because of the change in when attorney registration fees are collected.
TLAP was formerly able to know the approximate income from registration fees by the
beginning of each calendar year, but now annual dues are required to be paid during the
attorney’s birth month instead of by the end of December. Because of this, TLAP will
provide financial reports during the June Commission meeting as opposed to the Annual

Commission Retreat that is always held the last weekend of January.

B ill Cain Fund

Beginning Balance: $103,597.00

2008-2010
Loans given ($60,450.00)
Donations $6,305.00
Repayments: $3,060.00
Balance at end of 2010 $52,512.00
2011
Loans given ($1,520.00)
Donations $1,820.00
Repayments $7,700.00
Balance at end of 2011 $60,512.00
2012
Loans given ($10,000.00)
Donations $4,550.00
Healthy Bar Party $1,379.00
Repayments $11,400.00
Balance at end of 2012 $67,841.00
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Revolving Loan, William B. Cain Fund

Impaired Tennessee attorneys who lack resources to directly pay for treatment services
may receive loan assistance through the William B. Cain Fund. The fund was named in
memory of Judge Cain, who served on the Tennessee Court of Appeals from 1998 until
his death in 2007. Judge Cain had been a member of the Tennessee Judiciary since 1986
when he was appointed Circuit Court Judge for the 22nd Judicial District. He remained in
that position until his 1998 appointment to the Court of Appeals, where he later served as

presiding judge. He was an original member of the TLAP Commission.

Since 2008, the Cain Fund has received twenty five (25) applications. Two are currently
pending and two were denied based on a lack of financial need. All but four of the loan
recipients are actively making repayments on their loan. As expected, relapse was a
contributing factor for the four recipients who have not yet started making loan

repayments.

In 2012, the Bill Cain fund received donations from the following individuals, firms or
agencies:

e Jim Cornelius

e Third and Church Healthcare (Exhibit B)

e Egerton, McAfee, Armistead & Davis

¢ Cindy Cheatham

Mendelson Law Firm

e Cleeton Davis Court Reporters

e Libby Sykes

e Mark Vorder-Breugge

e Thomason, Hendrix, Harvey, Johnson and Mitchell

e Howell Edmunds Jackson Chapter of the Inns of Court

e Hayden D. Lait
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e TLAP contributed $1,379.00 in proceeds from the Fourth Annual Healthy Bar
Party, which was co-sponsored by the Nashville Bar Associations Health and
Wellness Committee.

IV
HIGHLIGHTS OF 2012

Law School Qutreach

TLAP staff members and volunteers speak at each of the six Tennessee law schools at
least once during a calendar year. TLAP regularly speaks in new student orientations,
ethics and professionalism courses, and events sponsored by student organizations. TLAP
often presents in conjunction with Lisa Perlan, Executive Director of the Board of Law
Examiners, in order to address the bar application process and character and fitness
issues. Ms. Perlan joined the BLE in September 2012, and TLAP has been fortunate to

continue the solid working relationship between the two agencies

The BLE regularly refers bar applicants with character and fitness issues to TLAP for
assessments. Rule 7 § 10.5 allows for bar applicants who have a pattern of issues or
incidents around mental health or substance abuse to be admitted to the practice of law
based upon the condition of compliance with a TLAP monitoring agreement. In 2011,
seven (7) bar applicants were conditionally admitted to the practice of law in Tennessee,
and in 2012, fourteen (14) were conditionally admitted. Noncompliance with a
conditionally admitted monitoring agreement is reported to the BPR, and the individual is

immediately suspended pending further TLAP recommendations.

Due to the education around the bar application and conditional admission, law students
are contacting TLAP earlier in the process, sometimes years before the bar application is
completed. In addition, many law students self-refer to TLAP for issues unrelated to the

bar application process.

Presentations and Marketing

The Tennessee Lawyers Assistance Program believes that intervention begins with
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educating all segments of the bench, bar and law schools about addiction, mental health
issues, compulsive disorders and recovery from those conditions. TLAP’s efforts in this
area remain constant—through presentations at law school orientations, professional
responsibility classes, CLE seminars, county bar associations, and more. TLAP staff
travels the state for presentations, interventions, TLAP sponsored social events, and to

meet with clients or new referrals.

TLAP and a member of the TLAP Commission’s Judicial Assistance Committee
presented at least once at every judicial conference held in 2012. TLAP sponsored Dr.
Kevin McCauley from the Institute of Addiction Study in Utah to speak at the October
Judicial Conference. (Exhibit C) Dr. McCauley provided a two-hour CLE program on
the medical aspects of addiction and received excellent feedback and high evaluation
ratings. TLAP believes that the increase in judicial referrals in 2012 was a direct result of

these presentations.

Numerous publications featured articles about TLAP this year, including but not limited
to the Memphis Commercial Appeal, Tennessee Bar Journal, Nashville Bar Journal and
the ABA’s Highlights Magazine The Tennessee Bar Journal continues to donate a TLAP
monthly advertisement. (Exhibit D)

TLAP developed a new judicial brochure and general TLAP brochure. (Exhibit E) TLAP
is revising both the Bill Cain Fund brochure and the law school brochure. The Board of
Law Examiners has contributed information to the law school brochure explaining
conditional admission and how the two agencies work together. TLAP continues to

utilize its Facebook page and Twitter account.

Ms. McClendon was a speaker at two national conferences in 2012: The NOBC (National
Organization of Bar Counsel) and the Aon Risk Solutions Law Firm Symposium.
(Exhibit F) Both presentations resulted in additional national speaking engagements for

2013.
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For the first time, TLAP was invited to speak at the hearing panel trainings for the Board
of Professional Responsibility. A one-sheet guideline is provided to each member to use

throughout the year. (Exhibit G)

CAMP TLAP

In April 2012, the 7th annual CAMP TLAP was once again held at Montgomery Bell
State Park, with over one hundred and ten (110) participants, almost double the number
of attendees from the first Camp TLAP in 2006. The event featured headline speakers
John Koster from New York City, Linda Albert from Michigan, and Rob Weiss from
California. (Exhibit H)

The 2012 “Stephenson Todd Volunteer of the Year” award was given to Bill Robilio,
Shelby County Public Defender. Bill has been a volunteer mentor to fellow lawyers in
crisis since TLAP was established in 1999. Prior to that, he worked with the Memphis

Bar Association’s “Lawyers Helping Lawyers” Committee.

CAMP TLAP has been fortunate to have solid sponsorship support from treatment
centers to help cover event expenses. Many TLAP volunteers paid the registration fees for
participants who otherwise could not afford to attend. This year, TLAP offered extra
CLE hours for $25.00 an hour, raising an additional $2,593.00.

CAMP TLAP has been extremely successful in bringing together TLAP clients,
volunteers, commissioners, and their families. The retreat draws participants from
surrounding states and across the country. The model and name has now been replicated

in at least three other states.

TLAP Volunteers

Tennessee volunteers remain the cornerstone of TLAP. They provide peer support, serve
as speakers, plan and participate in interventions, visit lawyers in treatment centers, offer
rides to twelve-step meetings, help lawyers with family issues, and donate both time and
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money. TLAP finds that individuals recovering from alcohol and drug addiction greatly
benefit from sober activities. The TLAP softball team continued to be a favorite in 2012.
In addition to the “Hootenanny” held in Dickson every year, TLAP sponsored a
lake/boating party in Hendersonville, a barbeque in Johnson City, a winter holiday party
in Memphis, a Thanksgiving party in Kingsport, and a Christmas open house in
Nashville.

TLAP volunteers also run the Lawyers in Recovery (LIR) meetings across the state.
Currently there are LIR meetings in Memphis, Nashville, Knoxville, J onesboro, and
Greeneville. In addition to the regular LIR meeting, Nashville also has a women’s

meeting and a mental health support group.

TLAP redistricted the volunteer regions to more narrowly reflect where volunteers are
located. TLAP is careful to make sure an updated confidentiality agreement is on file for

each volunteer.

TLAP referral process

Treatment Centers

TLAP works diligently to stay up-to-date with treatment centers both locally and
nationally. TLAP educates treatment centers on TLAP’s purpose, confidentiality, and
services so that if an attorney admits to the facility without TLAP assistance, the
treatment center can explain TLAP’s resources to the client and get him or her involved
in the TLAP program. Treatment centers coordinate with TLAP regarding a client’s

admission to treatment, duration of stay, discharge, and aftercare plan.

When a client informs TLAP that he or she is interested in treatment, TLAP provides the
client with at least three (3) facilities that best meet the client’s needs, and the client
chooses a facility based upon those recommendations. If the client is in need of a loan
from the Cain Fund, their application is forwarded to the revolving loan committee and

then to the full commission for a vote. Many treatment centers will offer a significantly
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discounted rate for TLAP loan recipients.

TLAP also maintains a list of therapists, psychologists and psychiatrists who are familiar
with TLAP and have experience working with lawyers. TLAP is careful to match each
client with the appropriate provider.

TLAP continues to expand meeting options that fit the “abstinence based support group”
requirement in monitoring agreements. Ted Rice and Jessica Copeland were trained and
are now certified Smart Recovery facilitators, a non-faith based recovery group. TLAP
also has clients participating in Celebrate Recovery and Restore Ministries, which are
both faith-based support groups. In addition, TLAP sometimes approves meditation

groups, depending on the format.

Organization and Office Management Resources

TLAP often receives referrals of individuals whose mental health or substance abuse
issues have contributed to poor office management skills. This is particularly a problem
with those in solo practice. Many of the referrals to TLAP from the BPR are because the
respondent has failed to answer a disciplinary complaint. Often times these attorneys not
only have difficulties with billing, prioritizing, and time management, but also with

returning phone calls, responding to emails, and showing up for hearings on time.

To address these issues, TLAP consulted Ms. Sara Skillen of SkillSet Organizing, a
professional organizer who worked as a paralegal for many years, but now specializes in
helping people who have difficulty with office management. In December 2012, TLAP
invited Ms. Skillen to present a pilot CLE to six TLAP participants who provided
feedback to TLAP about the prospect of future CLE’s on this topic. All agreed that the

training was both helpful and relevant.

TLAP intends to continue to work with Ms. Skillen, provide similar workshops
throughout the state, and eventually develop a workshop that combines the primary

mission of TLAP with office management education. Once the workshop is refined,
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