
School 
Programs

Fall 2018
Pre-K – 12 Students 
and Teachers
Visit  Chagall, Lissitzky, Malevich:  
The Russian Avant-Garde in Vitebsk, 1918 - 1922  
on view this season



Explore. Create. Be Inspired.
School Programs at the Jewish Museum  
offer Pre-K – 12 students and educators 
opportunities to engage with the Museum’s 
renowned collection and exhibitions.  

Our programs support local and national 
learning standards and enhance classroom 
curricula while providing educators with 
teaching resources and practical ideas for 
elementary, middle, and high school classes.

TheJewishMuseum.org/Schools
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Guidelines 

Museum visits are offered Monday through 
Friday, as well as Sunday, starting at 10 am. 

The Museum recommends scheduling 
visits at least four weeks in advance.

Payment must be received at least two 
weeks prior to the visit.

Visits may be shortened for late arrivals; 
please arrive no earlier than ten minutes 
before the scheduled visit.

One chaperone must accompany every 
ten students; a maximum of five 
chaperones may accompany each class.

In observance of Jewish dietary laws, 
school groups may not eat their lunches 
inside the Museum.

Group Size

The maximum number of students per 
weekday class is 28.

On Sundays, the maximum number of 
participants (including chaperones) is 24. 

For special education classes, the 
maximum number of students is 12.

To Schedule

To request a Museum visit for your class, 
call 212.423.3225 or visit
TheJewishMuseum.org/SchoolTours

Plan Your Trip

1 - hr Museum Visit
All grades: Gallery tour and discussion
$120 per group

1.5 - hr Museum Visit 
Grades Pre-K – 6: Gallery tour and studio art project     
Grades 7 -                        12: Gallery tour including extended discussion and activities 
$160 per group

2 - hr Museum Visit
All grades: Gallery tour, extended discussion, and studio art project
$220 per group

3

Visit Options
To request a Museum visit for your class, call 212.423.3225  
or visit TheJewishMuseum.org/SchoolTours

All field trips are available as 1, 1.5, and 2-hour visits. 
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Thematic 
Museum Visits
Organized by themes that highlight a variety of subject areas and museum exhibitions, 
group programs are available as 1, 1.5, and 2-hour sessions for students of all ages  
and abilities. 

Museum visits are customized to enhance curriculum connections. For more information 
or to book a tour, visit TheJewishMuseum.org/SchoolTours

English  
Language Arts

Archaeology  
and Ancient 
Civilizations

Archaeological Dig
Grades K – 6
Students make connections between past and present, 
discover artifacts from ancient cultures, and learn about 
excavations in the Museum’s hands-on, simulated 
archaeological dig — the only one of its kind in New York City!

Ancient Civilizations 
Grades 7 – 12
The past comes alive through a close examination of original 
artifacts from ancient communities. Students consider 
pottery, mosaics, and glassware as evidence of societal 
change and daily life in ancient times.

English  
Language Arts

Objects Tell Stories 
Grades K – 5
Elementary school students examine original art and 
artifacts in the Jewish Museum’s collection as primary 
sources, and learn more about their historical and artistic 
contexts and the stories they reveal.

NEW
Signs and Symbols
Grades 3 – 12
From the six-pointed star to eagles and lions, symbolic 
imagery can convey personal, cultural, and historic 
meaning. Students decode and discuss these powerful 
symbols as they appear in art, including paintings and 
ritual objects.

Writing through Art
Grades 3 – 12
By analyzing works of art, students gain insight into how 
art can inspire creative writing and how writing can be a 
powerful means of engaging with the visual world. Tours 
may focus on poetry, narrative, and language development.

Art as Text
Grades 6 – 12
Students study original works of art as informational texts 
and reference artists’ statements, photographs, newspaper 
articles, and historical documents.
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The Immigrant Experience
Grades 3 – 12
Why do people move from one country to another, and 
what do they bring with them or leave behind? Through 
an examination and discussion of works of art and artifacts, 
students consider the personal and communal experience 
of immigration. 

Number the Stars 
Grades 3 – 5
Elementary school students reading Lois Lowry’s Number 
the Stars focus on issues of resistance and hope through 
an exploration of age-appropriate works on view.

Cultural Exchange
Grades 4 – 12 
How does a community retain its sense of identity when 
sharing environment, technology, art, and ideas with 
other cultures? Students view art and artifacts that 
reflect these dynamic exchanges.

Remembering the Holocaust
Grades 6 – 12
Students discuss, interpret, and establish connections 
between the events of World War II and works of art 
and artifacts related to the Holocaust.

Identity

History and
Global Studies

People and Portraits
Grades Pre-K – 5 
Students compare and contrast works of art in different 
media that depict people, and consider how artists use 
the gestures, facial expressions, and body language of 
their subjects to communicate ideas and emotions. 
Discussion also focuses on how artistic choices impact 
the viewer’s experience.

Art and Identity
Grades 6 – 12
Students consider personal, collective, or cultural identity 
through an examination of paintings, sculptures, and/or 
photographs. Tours may address issues of assimilation, 
stereotypes and discrimination, and heritage.

Ritual and 
Ceremony

Ceremonial Objects 
Grades K – 12
Examine ritual objects and related paintings, exploring 
how artists merge artistic style with function. Students 
learn about Jewish culture and ceremonies through an 
examination of traditional objects.

Festivals of Lights
Grades Pre-K – 4 
Explore the role of light in the Hanukkah, Christmas, and 
Kwanzaa holidays, and view selections from the Museum’s 
spectacular collection of Hanukkah lamps. Compare and 
contrast lamps made from metal, glass, and ceramics in  
a special display in Scenes from the Collection. 
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Materials in Art
Grades Pre-K – 5
Students view art made from various types of materials—
from lightbulbs to cookie tins—and consider the choices 
artists make. In the studio, students experiment with 
everyday materials to create their own works of art.

The Art of the Book
Grades 3 – 12
In this studio-based program, students examine parchments, 
reed pens, and the natural resources that artists used  
to paint and produce medieval books. Students grind 
natural pigments, such as saffron or malachite, using  
a mortar and pestle, and illuminate their own artworks 
with gold leaf.

Multimedia and Process
Grades 6 – 12
Students compare disparate works in various media 
through the lens of artistic process. Tours may explore art 
from ancient to contemporary.

Art: Materials 
and Process

Special  
Exhibition Visits

Chagall, Lissitzky, 
Malevich: The 
Russian Avant-Garde 
in Vitebsk, 1918-1922 
Grades K – 12 

September 14, 2018–
January 6, 2019

Martha Rosler: 
Irrespective
Grades 9 — 12

November 2, 2018– 
March 3, 2019

Examine art created by Marc Chagall, El Lissitzky, 
Kazimir Malevich, and others in the small town of 
Vitebsk following the Russian Revolution of 1917. 
Compare representational works of village life by 
Chagall with the geometric abstractions of Lissitzky  
and Malevich and delve into a little-known but 
influential chapter in the history of modern art.

Focusing on current exhibitions at the Jewish Museum, our school group tours are 
available as 1, 1.5, and 2–hour sessions for students of all ages and abilities. 

Explore themes of feminism, poverty, consumerism, 
war, and gentrification, among other topics, through 
the work of contemporary artist Martha Rosler. 
Exhibition visits for high school students may be 
paired with stops in Scenes from the Collection, the 
Museum’s recently-opened collection exhibition.
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Bring the Jewish Museum to your classroom with one of our hands–on Art on the  
Road programs. 

A Jewish Museum educator will travel to your school and work with individual classes 
using artifact replicas, touchable objects, and visual images to engage students through 
discussion, observation, and interactive activities.  All workshops align with the 
Common Core Learning Standards.

Available topics: Children’s Book Authors, Archaeology and the Ancient World, Art of 
the Book.

A minimum of two lessons must be scheduled for every Art on the Road visit to  
your school. Each lesson lasts for one period and must be for an individual classroom.  
Cost: $140 per lesson

TheJewishMuseum.org/ArtontheRoad

The Museum is pleased to offer a limited number of free guided visits for special 
education classes. Visits are facilitated by Museum educators trained to work with 
students who have disabilities. Topics include materials, archaeology, and more.

Please call 212.423.3256 or email access@thejm.org for more information. 

Special Education teachers are invited to attend our educator workshops 
free of charge.

Access School Programs are made possible by the J.E. and Z.B. Butler Foundation, 
the Robert & Toni Bader Charitable Foundation, and public funds from the New 
York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

Art on the Road

Special Education
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Scenes from 
the Collection
Scenes from the Collection, which opened earlier this year, highlights selections from 
the Jewish Museum’s unparalleled collection of approximately 30,000 objects. The 
exhibition presents nearly 600 works from antiquities to contemporary art—including 
paintings, photographs, and ritual objects—organized into seven sections, or scenes. 

Here’s what’s new in Fall 2018 as our installations rotate:

The Museum’s collection of more than 1,000 Hanukkah lamps is the 
largest in the world. See a dazzling selection of approximately 80 lamps 
dating from the Renaissance through 2013, originating from four 
continents around the world.

The bold paintings and graphic designs of Elaine Lustig Cohen are the 
subjects of an installation focusing on six exhibition catalogs she 
designed for the Jewish Museum in the 1960s. 

Television clips from the National Jewish Archive of Broadcasting (NJAB) 
examine the portrayal of Jewish people and issues relating to Jewish life. 
The current installment focuses on the therapy session as a popular 
setting in episodic television.

In addition to these new rotations, explore a gallery of self-portraits and works of art  
by Kehinde Wiley, Mel Bochner, Lee Krasner, and Camille Pissarro. Guided discussions 
and gallery activities will immerse students in dynamic and engaging experiences that 
illuminate global cultural intersections and shared experiences.
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Museum Visits and 
the Common Core
Jewish Museum School Programs address and develop many of the skills outlined  
by the Common Core Learning Standards. Below are some examples.

TheJewishMuseum.org/CommonCore

Understand Other Perspectives  
and Cultures 
The Museum’s collection comprises 
30,000 works of art from countries 
including Argentina, China, India, Iran,  
and Israel. Students discuss the 
convergence of cultures and make 
connections to their own lives. 

Build Strong Content Knowledge 
Engaging students with art and artifacts 
spanning thousands of years, Museum 
visits build on classroom units of study 
with themes such as Archaeological Dig, 
Ancient Civilizations, Remembering the 
Holocaust, and The Immigrant Experience.
  
Respond to the Varying Demands of 
Audience, Task, Purpose, and Discipline 
Students deconstruct how artists use 
color, line, and symbolic imagery to 
convey meaning to the viewer.  They later 
consider similar artistic choices when 
creating their own works of art.

Comprehend As Well As Critique 
Museum visits are organized around 
themes to facilitate access to complex 
concepts. Students use discussion, writing, 
and art-making activities to express their 
own ideas and to construct meaning. 

Value Evidence 
Museum educators encourage students to 
make observations and develop hypotheses 
through examination of primary sources 
(original art and artifacts). Students cite 
visual evidence during inquiry-based 
discussions to support interpretations. 
 
Demonstrate Independence 
Gallery exercises and studio art projects 
encourage students to hone problem-
solving skills, use their imaginations, and 
explore their creativity. Jewish Museum 
educators use inquiry methods to create  
a forum in which students discuss their 
interpretations and share their opinions 
about works of art. Students learn to 
debate ideas and think critically. 
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Art and Social 
Justice: Election 
Day Workshop                      

Tuesday,        
November 6, 2018
9:30 am – 3:00 pm

Save the Date! 
Stonewall:              
50 Years Later

Thursday,
January 17, 2019
4:00 – 7:00 pm

Chagall, Lissitzky, 
Malevich: The 
Russian Avant-
Garde in Vitebsk, 
1918-1922

Thursday,  
October 25, 2018 
4:00 – 7:00 pm

Customized Professional Development for Schools

Explore a little-known chapter in the history of modernity 
and the Russian avant-garde. Chagall, Lissitzky, Malevich: 
The Russian Avant-Garde in Vitebsk, 1918 – 1922 traces the 
fascinating post-revolutionary years when the history of 
art was shaped in Vitebsk, far from Russia’s main cities. 
The exhibition includes works by Marc Chagall, El 
Lissitzky, and Kazimir Malevich, as well as works by 
students and teachers of the Vitebsk school. The program 
will include a visit to the exhibition with Jewish Museum 
educators.

Program fee: $18 (includes a light dinner) 
Registration deadline: October 22

Gallery and studio workshops are available for educators at the Museum or your  
school and are tailored to meet the interests and needs of your group. 
Please call 212.423.3270 for more information. 

Join us for a workshop that explores social justice 
issues—including immigration, women's rights, and 
antisemitism—through works of art in the Jewish 
Museum’s collection and the exhibition, Martha   
Rosler: Irrespective. Hear from experts in the field  
and respond to works of art through writing and 
art-making.

Program fee: $35 (includes breakfast) 
Registration deadline: November 2

Join us for a workshop in commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising, which marked 
the beginning of the modern Gay Rights movement. 
View works of art in the Museum's collection that 
relate to LGBTQIA issues and consider how art can 
deepen understanding and encourage communication 
about identity.

Program fee: $18 (includes a light dinner)
Registration deadline: January 14

Professional 
Development 
for Educators
Educator workshops provide content knowledge and practical strategies for engaging 
students with original art and artifacts. Through presentations by scholars and educators, 
guided exhibition tours, and hands-on studio activities, workshops introduce teachers to 
the Jewish Museum’s collection, exhibitions, and related themes, and explore strategies for 
integrating art into classroom curricula. Professional development workshops are 
recommended for educators who work with elementary, middle, and high school students.

Register at TheJewishMuseum.org/ProfessionalDevelopment. For further information, 
please call 212.423.3270.

Special education teachers may register free of charge for all workshops by 
calling 212.423.3270.

Professional development workshops are made possible with endowment support from 
The Gershon Kekst Family Fund. 

Additional support is provided through public funds from the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with City Council.
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Middle and High 
School Programs
The Jewish Museum offers innovative and topical school and after-school programs for 
middle and high school students. All programs for teens are offered free of charge. 

High School Video 
Workshop Series

Ten Thursdays 
4:30 – 7 pm

Plus a Final Screening 

Nov 1, 8, 15, 29, 2018
Dec 6, 13, 20, 2018
Jan 3, 10, 17, 2019

Movies That Matter: 
Film Screenings for 
Schools

For Middle Schools 
Dec 3, 2018  
10 am  – 1 pm 

For High Schools 
Dec 4, 6, 7, 2018 
10 am  – 1 pm

The High School Video Workshop Series is made possible through the generosity of the 
Gray Foundation, May and Samuel Rudin Family Foundation, Inc. and the Pamela and 
Richard Rubinstein Foundation.

Movies That Matter is made possible through the generosity of the Nissan Foundation, 
the May and Samuel Rudin Family Foundation, Inc., the Moses L. Parshelsky Foundation, 
Deborah and Michael Rothman, the Pamela and Richard Rubinstein Foundation, and Con 
Edison.

Additional support is provided through public funds from the New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs in partnership with City Council and Council Member Peter Koo.

In this free after-school program, students learn the 
basics of video production, including storyboarding, 
shooting, and editing their own films. Works will be 
screened at a special reception for family and friends  
on January 31, 2019. 

Application deadline: October 12

Workshop space is limited, and students must attend 
all sessions. 

Visit TheJewishMuseum.org/HighSchoolVideo to download 
application materials or email teenprograms@thejm.org. 

 
Middle and high school students and teachers  
view award-winning documentaries that examine current 
social issues such as representation and identity, 
immigration, and civil rights. Each day of film screenings 
features post-film discussions and a pizza lunch.

To register, email teenprograms@thejm.org  
or call 212.423.3254. 

Visit TheJewishMuseum.org/MoviesThatMatter  
for more information on the selected films. 
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Facilities are all wheelchair accessible. Upon request, a discount is  
offered to visitors with disabilities. Scheuer Auditorium features an  
Infrared Assistive Listening System for use during all performance   
programs. Both headsets and neck loops are available. Neck loops 
are also available for use with audio guide tours of exhibitions.

Cover, pages 3, 11, 12, 19: photograph by Matthew Carasella | Inside front cover: Marc Chagall, Cubist Landscape, 
1919. Oil, tempera, graphite, and plaster on canvas. Centre Pompidou, Musée National d’Art Moderne, Paris. 
Donation of Ida Chagall, 1984. Artwork © Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York / ADAGP, Paris; image provided by 
CNAC/MNAM/Dist. RMN-Grand Palais / Art Resource, New York | Pages 5, 8, 16: photograph by Martin Seck |  
Page 7: Larry Kagan, Menorah Memories, 1981 – 82. Welded steel scraps. Jewish Museum, New York, Purchase: 
Contemporary Judaica Acquisitions Committee Fund | Page 9: Marc Chagall, The Moon-Painter, 1916 – 17. Gouache, 
watercolor, and ink on paper. Private collection. Artwork © Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York / ADAGP, Paris | 
Page 15: photograph by Jason Mandella | Page 20: Marc Chagall, Self-Portrait with Easel, 1919. Gouache on paper. 
Private collection. Artwork © Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York / ADAGP, Paris 

Contributors
The Edgar M. Bronfman Center for Education’s school programs are supported by endowed funds established  
by the Bronfman Family, the Muriel and William Rand Fund, the William Randolph Hearst Foundation, the Helena 
Rubinstein Foundation, Rosalie Klein Adolf, The Gershon Kekst Family Fund, and Mrs. Ida C. Schwartz in memory 
of Mr. Bernard S. Schwartz.

Generous support is provided by the Samuel Brandt Fund, The Leir Charitable Foundations, Kekst Family, Capital 
One, Epstein Teicher Philanthropies, Gray Foundation, J.E. and Z.B. Butler Foundation, Alice Lawrence 
Foundation, Stavros Niarchos Foundation, the Nissan Foundation, May and Samuel Rudin Family Foundation, Inc., 
Rose M. Badgeley Residuary Charitable Trust, The Joseph H. and Carol F. Reich Philanthropic Fund, Con Edison, 
Moses L. Parshelsky Foundation, Deborah and Michael Rothman, Milton and Sally Avery Arts Foundation, Pamela 
and Richard Rubinstein Foundation, Elias A. Cohen Foundation, Inc., Frederic R. Coudert Foundation, Henry E. 
Niles Foundation, Kinder Morgan Foundation, and other donors.

Educational Programming is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs, in partnership with Council Member Mark Levine, Council Member Barry Grodenchik, Council Member 
Peter Koo, and the City Council.

 
Sign up for updates about School Programs at 
TheJewishMuseum.org/eNews @TheJewishMuseum

Large
Print

The Jewish Museum offers online and digital resources for educators in addition to 
professional development workshops. Use our guide “Teaching with Marc Chagall” in  
your classroom to enhance student learning focusing on the Russian Jewish artist, or  
to expand upon a visit to our special exhibition Chagall, Lissitsky, Malevich: The Russian 
Avant-Garde in Vitebsk, 1918-1922, on view through January 6, 2019. Also check out 
resources on themes such as Immigration, Narratives in Art, and the Holocaust.

TheJewishMuseum.org/ResourcesForEducators

Interested in updates on school programs and resources for teachers?  
Select Educator Programs at The JewishMuseum.org/eNews

Curriculum 
Resources
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