At Home

Kids Gallery Guide

Use your favorite materials to create
a self-portrait.
How will you pose? What might you wear?
What will you include in the background?
Have each member of your family create
their own self-portrait and start your
own collection.
Thank you for visiting the Jewish Museum — we hope you enjoyed the exhibition! For
information on Family Programs at the Jewish Museum, visit TheJewishMuseum.org/
Families or sign up for our eNews at TheJewishMuseum.org/eNews.
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A collection is a group of objects or works of
art gathered by a person or group of people.
Most of the artwork you will see today is part
of the Jewish Museum’s collection.

Thinking About Art
As you look at art in the galleries, here are some
things you may think about:

What colors do you notice?

Do you collect anything? If so, what do you
like most about your collection?
Red

Orange

Yellow

Green

Blue

Purple

Do you see straight or curvy lines?

Straight

Curvy

What shapes can you find?

Circle

Square

Triangle

Hexagon

What materials have artists used—such as stone,
metal, or paint?

Constellations

Make a right as you exit the elevator on
Floor 3. Walk towards the red and gold dress
and turn left.
Find the painting by the artist Kehinde Wiley
titled Alios Itzhak, (The World Stage: Israel).
Kehinde Wiley traveled the globe to find
interesting subjects for his artwork. The
portrait you see here is from a series of
paintings of young Israeli men from different
religious and cultural backgrounds.
Wiley was also inspired by traditional Jewish
artworks, which were often symmetrical, or
the same on both sides.
What do you notice about the man
portrayed in this painting?
Strike the same pose as the figure.
How does it feel to stand like him?
Look closely at this painting. What do
you notice that is symmetrical?

Taxonomies

Next, find a gallery named Taxonomies. This gallery
contains a collection of interesting objects from
around the world.

Can you find the items listed below?
How many of each can you find?
A clock
An animal
A boat
Something made of clay
Something that looks old
Something that looks new
Something similar to an object in your home
Draw other objects you notice in the empty spaces.

Signs and Symbols

Continue on until you arrive at the gallery
named Signs and Symbols.
A symbol is an image that represents something
else. In this gallery, we are looking at the sixpointed star, which you may know as the Star
of David. Throughout history, this star has had
many different meanings but, today, most
commonly symbolizes Jewish identity.
Walk around the room and look at the many
six-pointed stars. What types of objects do
you notice? Can you find a plate, a belt, or
a Hanukkah menorah?
Find one work of art that interests you.
How did the artist show this symbol? Sketch
the object you chose in the space to the right.

Personas

Go to the gallery on this floor named Personas.
This room is filled with self-portraits. A
self-portrait is a work of art an artist creates
about themselves. Find the self-portraits by
Moritz Daniel Oppenheim and Lee Krasner.
What can we learn about these two people
by looking at their self-portraits? Take a
closer look and compare the two paintings.
What are Oppenheim and Krasner each
wearing? What are they holding?
What do you notice about their expressions?
Are they inside or outside?

Krasner and Oppenheim were both
painters; however, they lived at different
periods of time. Oppenheim was known
for his paintings of Jewish life in
19th-century Europe. Krasner was an
American painter who created abstract
paintings about 100 years later.

