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The clothes people wear often reveal information
about who they are and where they are from.
The costumes on view in this exhibition were worn
by people from countries around the world over
different periods of time.
Look closely at the garments and imagine who
might have worn each dress or coat.

Start by entering the exhibition and turn left. Continue until you
see two platforms, one against the wall on your left and a second
larger platform on your right. Choose one garment that looks
interesting to you. Then discuss the following with your grown-up:

• Describe the different types of fabric you notice.
• What colors do you see? Is there a pattern?
• What words would you use to describe this
garment? Is it plain, fancy, or bright? Why?

PLAIN

• Many of the garments in this room were worn
during special events. What type of events do
you dress up for?
• Imagine you were wearing this garment, and
strike a pose. How might wearing this costume
change how you stand or how you feel?
Continue walking until you find the area with two large cases
in the center of the section entitled Exposing the Unseen.
Choose one item and examine it closely.

FANCY
BRIGHT

• What kind of clothing or accessory might this
be? How can you tell?
• Is it made of one or multiple materials?
• How is it similar to something you might wear
today? How is it different?

Stand in front of the platform nearby. Find the garment
labeled Girl’s Amuletic Dress.

• Describe the design. Does it look the same
on both sides, or are there differences?

• When this garment was made in Yemen in
the 1930s, people did not have access to the
same types of medicine that we do today.
Many believed that wearing special clothing
could keep away sickness and bad spirits.
This garment was designed to protect a
young girl from illness.

• Can you think of other types of clothing
or accessories people wear to protect
themselves?
• In the space below, draw your own
protective garment.

At Home: Create an Outfit Collage
• Inspired by the costumes you discovered
today, create your own garment on the next
page. Design something you would like to
wear to a special occasion.
• Cut out and paste fabric patterns from any
page of this guide, or draw a custom outfit.
Choose colors, patterns, and shapes that will
make this outfit special.

Thank you for visiting the Jewish Museum — we hope you
enjoyed the exhibition! For information on Family Programs
at the Jewish Museum, visit TheJewishMuseum.org/Families
or sign up for our eNews at TheJewishMuseum.org/eNews.
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