Roberto Burle Marx was
a Brazilian artist and
landscape architect. He
is famous for designing
over two thousand
outdoor spaces, such as
public parks and home
gardens. Today you will
explore the abstract
shapes, colors, and
patterns he used to
create his wondrous
landscapes, paintings,
drawings, and textiles.
At home
•

Inspired by what you saw today, create
your own colorful map of a place where
you like to spend time. It could be a
room in your house or your favorite
park or garden.

•

Are there trees, walkways, a couch, or a
table in this place? Think about what each
part might look like from above. Which
shapes, colors, or patterns would you use
to represent these various elements?

•

Start by mapping the place out with
a pencil. Then use colored pencil to
differentiate each section with color and
pattern in the style of Roberto Burle Marx.
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Find a work of art by Roberto Burle Marx that catches your eye and discuss the following ideas
with your grown-up.

Color

Shape

• What do you notice about the color in this
work of art?

Geometric Shape — a traditional shape with
very clear edges such as a circle, rectangle,
square, or triangle.

• Do you see one or multiple colors?
• Many of the works of art in this exhibition
depict Burle Marx’s ideas for outdoor
spaces. The designs imagine a view from
above, similar to a map. Each color
represents a different section, material,
or plant.
• What do the colors in this work of art
remind you of? Does the color represent
grass, flowers, a sidewalk, or water? What
makes you say that?

Organic Shape — a shape that is irregular,
curvy, or asymmetrical and often found
in nature.
• What kind of shapes do you see here?
Would you describe them as geometric
or organic? Why?
• Do the shapes overlap with each other?
Where?
• In the air, use your finger to recreate an
unusual shape based on one you see in this
image (remember not to touch the art).

Pattern
• Do you notice parts of the image
that create a pattern?

• Why might Roberto Burle Marx have
included patterns in his designs?

• How many different patterns do you see?

• Sketch a detail of one or more patterns
from the image in the space below or come
up with your own.

• Describe one of the patterns to your
grown-up. Are there lines, colors, or
shapes that make up this pattern?

Continue to explore other works in the exhibition using the themes on this page.
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