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32ND ANNUAL RESOURCE BANK MEETING 
 

Thursday, April 23, through Friday, April 24, 2009 
Hyatt Regency Century Plaza 

 
 

~ Speaker Biographies ~ 
 
Bruce Allen 
Co-Founder, SOS California 
 
Bruce Allen is a former project manager and research scientist for NASA/JPL and U.S. Missile Defense spacecraft technology 
programs at JPL and SAIC. He is also an author, covering solar energy and renewable energy technology, and is currently writing 
a book on solar thermal, photovoltaic, HVDC grid, and electric vehicle technology. As an energy expert, he has contributed to 
public service in many ways. He co-founded SOS California, an offshore oil, environmental, and renewable energy 501c(3) 
nonprofit. Mr. Allen testified before the congressional House Natural Resources Committee on Energy Policy in February 2009. 
He interviewed for more than 30 newspaper, magazine, TV, and radio programs on energy issues, including NBC, the Wall Street 
Journal, the Los Angeles Times, National Public Radio, and the Dow Jones News. Mr. Allen is also an appointed member of the 
Santa Barbara Air Pollution Control District Advisory Council. 
 
Brian Anderson 
Editor, City Journal 
 
Brian C. Anderson is the Editor of City Journal, the cultural and political quarterly published by the Manhattan Institute, where he 
writes extensively on social and political trends. Formerly, he served as Senior Editor of City Journal and as a Research Associate 
at the American Enterprise Institute. Anderson has a Ph.D. in political philosophy from the University of Ottawa and an M.A. and 
B.A. from Boston College. As editor, he has overseen the enormously successful expansion of City Journal’s Web site. His 
guidance has also helped to broaden City Journal’s reach and influence with the addition of many new authors. Over his 10 years 
at City Journal, the quarterly has continued to be one of the nation’s premier public policy magazines. Anderson’s work has 
appeared in the Wall Street Journal, the Los Angeles Times, the New York Post, and dozens of other publications. He is a frequent 
guest on talk radio. Most recently, Anderson co-authored A Manifesto for Media Freedom (2008). His 2005 book, South Park 
Conservatives, was hugely successful and widely reviewed. The New York Times recently described him as one of “the most 
probing and erudite political essayists of our day.” 
 
Rafael Bardaji 
FAES Foundation — International Policy Director and National Policy Advisor to Former President José 
María Aznar 
 
Rafael L. Bardaji graduated in political science and sociology at the Universidad Complutense of Madrid, Spain, and holds a Ph.D. 
in contemporary history and specialized in strategic issues and military affairs at Oxford University, England. From 1986 until 
1996, he was Director of the Strategic Studies Group (GEES), a private, nonpartisan institution based in Madrid which conducts 
research and produces analysis on international security and defense issues. During his professional career, Rafael has 
continuously provided consultancy work for NATO military commands, the Spanish armed forces, the Spanish intelligence 
service, and defense contractors. In 1996 he was appointed Senior Strategic Advisor to the Defense Minister of Spain where, 
among other things, he was responsible for the Strategic Defense Review. In 2002, he became National Security Advisor to 
Spanish Prime Minister José María Aznar. From 2004 to the present, he has remained the Senior Advisor to the former President 
of Spain, being also the Director for Foreign Policy at FAES Foundation in Madrid. 
 
Tarren Bragdon 
Chief Executive Officer, Maine Heritage Policy Center 
 
Tarren R. Bragdon is Chief Executive Officer of the Maine Heritage Policy Center. Prior to becoming CEO in January of 2008, he 
served for five years as the Center’s Director of Health Reform Initiatives. In 2001 and 2002, he served as a special assistant to the 
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President of the Maine Senate, Senator Richard Bennett, and provided policy research, analysis, and advice on multiple policy 
areas, focusing on health care and tax policy. From 1996 through 2000, Tarren served in the Maine House of Representatives 
representing District 119. He was the youngest person ever to be elected to the Maine House and was sworn in when he was just 
11 days past the constitutional requirement of 21 years of age. During his tenure in the House, he served on the Joint Standing 
Committee on Health and Human Services. Tarren currently resides in China, Maine, with his wife Anna, son Wyatt, and daughter 
Waverly. 
 
Andrew Breitbart 
Publisher, Breitbart.com, Breitbart.tv, and Big Hollywood 
 
Andrew Breitbart is publisher of the news portals Breitbart.com and Breitbart.tv. His latest endeavor, Big Hollywood, is a group 
blog off of Breitbart.com about Hollywood and politics from the center-right perspective. His “Big Hollywood” column appears 
weekly in the Washington Times, and he is co-author of the best-selling attack on celebrity culture, Hollywood, Interrupted. 
Andrew was also the primary developer for The Huffington Post. 
 
Arthur Brooks 
President, American Enterprise Institute 
 
Arthur C. Brooks is the President of AEI. Until January 1, 2009, he was the Louis A. Bantle Professor of Business and 
Government Policy at Syracuse University’s Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs and Whitman School of 
Management. He held joint appointments in the departments of Public Administration and Entrepreneurship. He joined AEI in 
2007 as a Visiting Scholar. Mr. Brooks earned his Ph.D. in public policy analysis from the Rand Graduate School in 1998, after a 
12-year career as a professional classical musician, during which time he also earned a B.A. and an M.A. in economics. Eight 
years after entering academia, Mr. Brooks was promoted to the rank of full professor at Syracuse; he became a chaired professor 
one year later. Mr. Brooks conducts research on the connections between culture, politics, and economic life in America. As an 
academic, he has published five dozen research articles and seven books in the past 10 years in subjects ranging from the 
economics of the arts to military operations research. He is the author of the textbook Social Entrepreneurship: A Modern Guide to 
Social Value Creation (Prentice-Hall, 2008) and is a member of the editorial boards of seven scholarly journals, including all three 
of the top academic journals in public policy. He is also a member of several professional advisory boards, including that of the 
John Templeton Foundation. Outside of his academic writing, Mr. Brooks is a Contributing Editor for Reader’s Digest and a 
frequent contributor to the Wall Street Journal, City Journal, Condé Nast Portfolio, and other publications. His most recent 
commercial book is Gross National Happiness: Why Happiness Matters for America—and How We Can Get More of It (Basic 
Books, 2008). In 2006, he published Who Really Cares: The Surprising Truth About Compassionate Conservatism (Basic Books), 
a book about American charitable giving that the Wall Street Journal called a “lucidly written, carefully distilled and persuasively 
cogent work, a tidy time-bomb of a book.” In his career as a musician, Mr. Brooks performed more than 1,000 concerts and 
recorded seven albums. He held positions with the City Orchestra of Barcelona and the Annapolis Brass Quintet.  
 
Alex Castellanos 
Founding Partner, National Media, Inc.  
 
Alex Castellanos is one of the Republican Party’s best known and most successful media consultants and strategists. Mr. 
Castellanos has served as media consultant to seven U.S. presidential campaigns. He served as a senior strategist for the Romney 
for President Campaign and as a key creative member of the Bush–Cheney 2004 campaign. He has been credited with the 
discovery of the political “soccer mom” and called “father of the attack ad.” Castellanos has helped elect nine U.S. Senators and 
six governors and enjoys over two decades of political consulting experience, both abroad and in the United States. He brings a 
wealth of campaign strategy, public opinion research, and communications experience to corporate communications and public 
policy campaigns. Castellanos, a native of Havana, Cuba, is fluent in Spanish and English. His parents, refugees who fled Castro’s 
Cuba in 1961, came to this country with one suitcase, two children, and 11 dollars. A former Morehead and National Merit Scholar 
at the University of North Carolina, Mr. Castellanos speaks frequently about politics and is a guest commentator on CNN. 
 
Lionel Chetwynd  
Writer, Producer, and Director 
 
Lionel Chetwynd’s over 40 feature and long-form television credits and 21 documentaries have earned him both Oscar and Emmy 
nominations, six Writers Guild of America nominations, a New York Film Festival Gold Medal, two Christophers, two George 
Washington Freedom Medals, and six Telly Awards, and he has been recognized by American Friends for Yad Vashem. In 2001 
he was appointed to the President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities, and in 2004 he received the Caucus of Television 
Writers, Producers and Directors Lifetime Achievement Award. He is the recipient of the John Singleton Copely Medal. 
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Becky Norton Dunlop 
Vice President, External Relations, TheHeritage Foundation 
 
As a Vice President of The Heritage Foundation, Becky Norton Dunlop is the think tank’s “chief ambassador” to outside audiences 
and other leadership organizations and institutions. Dunlop oversees three program areas—Coalition Relations, Lectures and 
Seminars, and the Young Leadership Program—which engage in strategic communication of conservative principles and policy 
ideas to leaders in the public and private sectors. Before joining Heritage in 1998, Dunlop served as Virginia’s Secretary of Natural 
Resources for then-Governor George Allen. She was one of the highest ranking women in President Ronald Reagan’s 
Administration, including White House service as Deputy Assistant to the President for Presidential Personnel and Special 
Assistant and Director of the Cabinet Office, and also held the posts of Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks in the 
Interior Department and Senior Assistant to the Attorney General in the Department of Justice. Dunlop has also owned her own 
strategic management and communications company. She serves on the boards of a number of organizations including the Virginia 
Institute for Public Policy, Council for National Policy, Family Foundation of Virginia, Reagan Ranch Board of Governors, 
Reagan Alumni Association, Association for American Educators Foundation, American Conservative Union, Institute on 
Religion and Democracy, and Phillips Foundation. Dunlop’s first book, Clearing the Air, was published in 2000. Mrs. Dunlop is a 
graduate of Miami University in Ohio. She is married to George S. Dunlop. They live in Arlington, Virginia, and are members of 
the Oakland Baptist Church in Alexandria, Virginia. 
 
Rachel Wondergem Eardley 
Director of Strategy and Planning, Acton Institute 
 
As Director of Strategy and Planning, Rachel Wondergem Eardley runs the performance measurement program at Acton. Working 
with staff, board members, and donors, she encourages improvement by studying, sifting, and presenting internal performance 
data. She also organizes and leads regular meetings of the Measuring Freedom Roundtable, providing opportunity for the think 
tank community to exchange ideas and tools on evaluation. Eardley just completed the Measuring Freedom handbook, a 
compilation of the best practices exchanged at Roundtable meetings, and designed a Web site that allows benchmarking among 
sister organizations. Before moving to Acton, Eardley was part of the Marine Corps’ family readiness program and a volunteer for 
a variety of charitable organizations. 
 
John Eastman 
Dean and Donald P. Kennedy Chair in Law, Chapman University School of Law, and Founding Director, 
Claremont Institute Center for Constitutional Jurisprudence 
 
Dr. John C. Eastman was appointed Dean and Donald P. Kennedy Chair in Law in June 2007. Previously, he was Henry Salvatori 
Professor of Law and Community Service and Director of the Center for Constitutional Jurisprudence, a public interest law firm 
affiliated with the Claremont Institute that he founded in 1999. Prior to joining the Chapman Law faculty in August 1999, he 
served as a law clerk with Justice Clarence Thomas at the Supreme Court of the United States and with Judge J. Michael Luttig at 
the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. After his clerkships, Dr. Eastman practiced with the national law firm of 
Kirkland & Ellis, specializing in major civil and constitutional litigation at both the trial and appellate levels. Dr. Eastman earned 
his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School, where he graduated with high honors in 1995. He was selected for 
membership in the Order of the Coif and was a member of the Law Review, a Bradley Fellow for Research in Constitutional 
History, and an Olin Fellow in Law and Economics. Dr. Eastman also has a Ph.D. and M.A. in government from the Claremont 
Graduate School, with fields of concentration in political philosophy, American government, constitutional law, and international 
relations. He has a B.A. in politics and economics from the University of Dallas. Prior to law school, he served as Director of 
Congressional and Public Affairs at the United States Commission on Civil Rights during the Reagan administration and was the 
1990 Republican nominee for Congress in California’s 34th District. He teaches constitutional law, property, legal history, First 
Amendment, and Constitutional Litigation Clinic.  
 
Edwin J. Feulner 
President, The Heritage Foundation 
 
Edwin J. Feulner, PhD., has served as President of The Heritage Foundation since 1977. He received the Presidential Citizens 
Medal from Ronald Reagan for his work as “a leader of the conservative movement.” He is the founding Director of the 
Republican Study Committee in the U.S. House of Representatives and has served as Vice Chairman of the National Commission 
on Economic Growth and Tax Reform (Kemp Commission) as a member of the Commission on Reforming the International 
Financial Institutions (Meltzer Commission) and the UNESCO Assessment Commission. He has served as President of both the 
Mont Pelerin Society and the Philadelphia Society, as Chairman of the Intercollegiate Studies Institute, and as a Trustee of various 
other organizations including three grant-making foundations. As Chairman of the U.S. Advisory Commission on Public 
Diplomacy, he was confirmed by the U.S. Senate on three occasions. He consulted for President Reagan on domestic policy issues 
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and served on the staff of the Secretary of Defense. As an active leader of the conservative movement, his books include 
Conservatives Stalk the House, Leadership for America, The March of Freedom, and, most recently, Getting America Right. He 
has received honorary degrees from 15 colleges and universities in the United States and abroad and earned his Ph.D. at the 
University of Edinburgh, his MBA from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, and his B.S. from Regis 
University. He has been married for more than 40 years to Linda Leventhal Feulner, and the couple have two children and three 
grandchildren. 
 
Jon Fleischman 
Founder and Publisher, FlashReport.org 
 
Jon Fleischman is Vice Chairman, South, of the California Republican Party and has over two decades of political involvement. 
Fleischman has worked for the United States Congress, the California State Senate, and the California State Assembly. He is also a 
former appointee of Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, serving two and a half years as a member of the California Boating and 
Waterways Commission. Fleischman is President of the Fleischman Consulting Group, which provides businesses with strategic 
counsel. Since 2001, he has been publisher of the FlashReport on California politics, which is the go-to spot for news and opinion 
on Golden State politics from the right to center-right perspective. Before opening his company, Fleischman served for six years as 
Deputy Director for Media and Public Relations for the Orange County Sheriff’s Department, where he still volunteers as a 
uniformed Reserve Deputy Sheriff. From 1999–2001, he was Executive Director of the California Republican Party, the state 
GOP’s top staff position. 
 
John Fund 
Columnist, The Wall Street Journal 
 
John Fund is a columnist for The Wall Street Journal’s Web site. He is also a contributor to the Fox News Channel. Mr. Fund 
began his career in journalism after a stint as a policy analyst in the California State Legislature. He worked for syndicated 
columnists Rowland Evans and Robert Novak as their investigative reporter before joining the Wall Street Journal, where he has 
been Deputy Editorial Features Editor and a member of the Editorial Board. He is the author of three books: Cleaning House: 
America’s Campaign for Term Limits, Regulation Through Litigation, and Stealing Elections: How Voter Fraud Threatens Our 
Democracy.  
 
Kevin Gentry 
Vice President, Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation 
 
Kevin Gentry is Director of Special Projects for Koch Companies Public Sector, LLC. He is also Vice President at the Charles G. 
Koch Charitable Foundation, where he helps market-oriented organizations build their fundraising capabilities. Previously, Kevin 
served as Vice President for both the Mercatus Center and the Institute for Humane Studies at George Mason University. Since 
2000, he has served as a Vice Chairman of the Republican Party of Virginia. He is also a member of the board of directors of 
Legacy and a member of the executive committee of the Council for National Policy. Kevin and his wife, Anne, are graduates of 
the College of William and Mary, and Anne is a graduate of George Mason University’s School of Law. Anne currently serves as 
an Assistant Attorney General for the Commonwealth of Virginia and as Associate Legal Counsel to George Mason University. 
They have two children and are active members of The Falls Church (Anglican), where Kevin serves on the vestry and is chairman 
of the stewardship committee. Kevin and Anne reside in Fairfax, Virginia. 
 
Robert Gordon 
Senior Advisor for Strategic Outreach, The Heritage Foundation 
 
Mr. Gordon is Senior Advisor for Strategic Outreach at The Heritage Foundation. Before joining Heritage, Mr. Gordon directed 
conservative conservation organizations and served on the professional staff of the House Committee on Resources in the 108th 
and 109th Congresses. While with the committee, he crafted H.R. 3824, the Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act, 
which passed the House of Representatives with substantial bipartisan support. Mr. Gordon also conducted oversight and 
investigation on such issues as international environmental programs and the management of funds derived from excise taxes on 
hunting and fishing. Mr. Gordon has founded conservation nonprofits including the National Wilderness Institute, where he 
managed research and litigation, worked with federal whistleblowers, and testified regularly before the U.S. House and Senate on 
such issues as wetlands, property rights, international environmental designations, and endangered species. He has guided 
programs that led to congressional hearings, GAO audits, federal legislation, and law including the Sportfish and Wildlife 
Restoration Improvement Act of 2000; the Potomac River Protection Act, S. 3049; the Endangered Species Recovery Act, H.R. 
2364; and the Progressive Endangered Species Act. Mr. Gordon’s work and writings have earned media coverage from major 
networks, in papers of record such as the Wall Street Journal and Washington Post, and in professional publications such as 
Scientific American. Mr. Gordon also served for two terms as a member of the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Board of 
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Conservation and Recreation and has been a principal in coalitions that include Conservationists for Norton, the Grassroots 
Endangered Species Coalition, and the Environmental Issues Council. Mr. Gordon graduated from Vanderbilt University with a 
B.A. in Russian and Soviet studies.  
 
Scott Graves 
Co-Founder, RedCounty Blogs, and Executive Director, Open Government Institute of California 
 
Scott Graves is a co-founder of Partisan Media Group, publisher of the Red County network of political blogs. He served as the 
company’s President and Editor-in-Chief until the organization was successfully merged with an online financial commentary 
Web site in early 2009. Scott is the founder of the recently formed Open Government Institute of California. He is also a partner in 
a consulting firm that specializes in custom online development and digital media consulting. Scott earned an MBA from the 
University of Southern California, where his studies emphasized information technology and strategic planning. He earned an 
undergraduate degree in political science from California State University, Fullerton. Scott is a lifelong resident of Orange County, 
California. 
 
Hugh Hewitt 
Radio Talk Show Host, Author, Law Professor, and Executive Editor of Townhall.com 
 
Hugh Hewitt is the host of a nationally syndicated radio show heard in more than 70 markets nationwide. He received three 
Emmys during his decade of work as co-host of the weeknight television news and public affairs show “Life & Times” on PBS 
Los Angeles affiliate KCET-TV. He was also the host of the PBS Series “Searching for God in America,” an eight-part show that 
premiered on PBS in July 1996, and is the author of a companion work by the same name published by Word. Professor Hewitt is 
the author of five other books: Blog: Understanding the Information Reformation That’s Changing Your World (Thomas Nelson, 
2005); If It’s Not Close, They Can’t Cheat (Thomas Nelson, 2004); In, But Not Of (Thomas Nelson, 2003); The Embarrassed 
Believer (Word, 1998); and First Principles (Regnery Gateway, 1987). He is also a bi-weekly columnist for The Daily Standard, 
the online edition of the Weekly Standard. Professor Hewitt served for nearly six years in the Reagan Administration in a variety of 
posts including Assistant Counsel in the White House and Special Assistant to the Attorney General of the United States. He was 
Governor Wilson’s appointee to the South Coast Air Quality Management District and a member of the California Arts Council. 
Professor Hewitt appears frequently as a political and social commentator on such shows as “The O’Reilly Factor,” “Hardball with 
Christ Matthews,” the “Dennis Miller Show,” “Today,” and “Larry King Live.” He is an honors graduate of Harvard College and 
the University of Michigan Law School. 
 
Ernest Istook 
Distinguished Fellow, The Heritage Foundation 
 
Ernest J. Istook, Jr., is a Distinguished Fellow at The Heritage Foundation and a frequent talk radio host, which includes Heritage’s 
satellite radio show. He also guest hosts for several national and local talk radio shows, including Bill Bennett’s “Morning in 
America,” the “Jerry Doyle Show,” and the “Mark Levin Show.” Istook first joined Heritage in 2007 as a Visiting Distinguished 
Fellow charged with examining the murky process of appropriations, and became a permanent member of the staff later in the 
year. Before coming to Heritage, Istook, the grandson of Hungarian immigrants, represented Oklahoma’s 5th Congressional 
District for 14 years. While on Capitol Hill, he served on the House Appropriations Committee, where he also chaired several 
subcommittees, including Treasury, Transportation, and Special Agencies. He also was closely involved with national defense, 
homeland security, transportation, education, labor, social services, and religious liberty issues and many other areas of 
government. Prior to serving in Washington, Istook served in the Oklahoma Legislature, as a City Councilman, and head of a state 
agency. In 2006, he was the Republican Party nominee for governor of Oklahoma. Before that, he practiced law and was a 
journalist. Istook holds a bachelor’s degree in journalism from Baylor University and a law degree from Oklahoma City 
University. He and his wife, Judy, have five children. Active in the Boy Scouts of America, he spent several years as a 
Scoutmaster, and both his sons are Eagle Scouts. He was born in Fort Worth, Texas, and moved to Oklahoma after college. 
 
Brian Kennedy 
President, Claremont Institute 
 
Brian T. Kennedy is President of the Claremont Institute. He has been with the Institute since 1989. During his tenure, he has 
directed both the Institute’s Golden State Center in Sacramento and its National Security Project. In addition to his duties as 
President, Mr. Kennedy serves as publisher of the Claremont Review of Books. His articles on national security affairs and state 
public policy issues have appeared in National Review, Investor’s Business Daily, the Wall Street Journal, and numerous national 
newspapers. Mr. Kennedy is a native Californian and a graduate of Claremont McKenna College. 
 
In-Young Kim 
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Vice Director, Institute of International Affairs 
 
Dr. Kim is a Professor of Political Science at Hallym University in South Korea, where he is also Vice Director of the Institute of 
International Affairs. In the past, Dr. Kim has served as Vice President of International Cooperation and Public Affairs, Dean of 
the Graduate School of International Studies, and Director of the Research Institute for National Integration, all at Hallym 
University. Dr. Kim earned his Ph.D. in political science from the University of Hawaii, Manoa; his Master of Arts in political 
science from the GSUC/City University of New York; his M.A. in political science from Seoul National University in South 
Korea; and his B.A. from Sogang University in South Korea. 
 
Andrew Klavan 
Novelist, Screenwriter, and Commentator 
 
Andrew Klavan is a contributing editor for City Journal and the author of such internationally bestselling crime novels as True 
Crime, filmed by Clint Eastwood, and Don’t Say A Word, filmed starring Michael Douglas. He has been nominated for the 
Mystery Writers of America’s Edgar Award five times and has won twice. His books have been translated around the world. His 
recent fiction includes the Weiss and Bishop trilogy of detective novels—Dynamite Road, Shotgun Alley, and Damnation Street—
and Empire of Lies, a thriller about media bias in the age of terrorism. He has also begun a series of thrillers for young adults, The 
Homelanders, which follows a patriotic teenager’s battle against jihadists. Andrew’s essays and op-eds on politics, religion, 
movies, and literature have appeared in the Wall Street Journal, New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, and 
elsewhere. His Pajamas Media blog, “Klavan on the Culture,” can be found at http://pajamasmedia.com/andrewklavan/. As a 
screenwriter, he wrote the screenplay for 1990’s A Shock to the System, which starred Michael Caine, and 2008’s One Missed Call, 
which stars Ed Burns and Shannyn Sossamon. 
 
Jordan Lorence 
Senior Counsel, Alliance Defense Fund 
 
Jordan Lorence serves as Senior Counsel with the Alliance Defense Fund at its Washington, D.C., Regional Service Center. Since 
joining ADF in 2001, Lorence has focused his litigation on the areas of religious liberty, sanctity of life, and the defense of 
marriage as the union of one man and one woman. He has been involved in significant litigation for ADF from its beginning in 
1994 until the present. In 1999, Lorence argued before the U.S. Supreme Court in the Southworth case, challenging the University 
of Wisconsin requirement that forced unwilling students to contribute to campus activist groups that oppose their beliefs. In 2004, 
he successfully litigated Lewis v. Alfaro before the California Supreme Court, resulting in the invalidation of thousands of same-
sex “marriage” licenses illegally issued by the City of San Francisco. Lorence earned a J.D. from the University of Minnesota Law 
School in 1980. He began his legal career with the Minnesota State Senate as administrative assistant to a committee chairman. 
Since 1984, Lorence has argued numerous cases defending religious freedom, the right to life, and marriage in federal and state 
courts across the nation. He has also won a number of “equal access” cases protecting the rights of churches and other religious 
organizations to meet in government buildings in the same way that other community groups are allowed to do. Prior to serving 
with ADF, Lorence worked for the Home School Legal Defense Association, Concerned Women for America, and the American 
Center for Law and Justice. Lorence received a B.A. in journalism from Stanford University in 1977. Licensed to practice law 
since 1980, he is admitted to the bar in three states, the U.S. Supreme Court, and multiple federal courts. He currently resides in 
the Washington, D.C., area with his family. Lorence has appeared on numerous television programs, including “Today,” “Hannity 
and Colmes,” and the “O’Reilly Factor,” on C-SPAN, MSNBC, the BBC, CNN, and National Public Radio. He has written 
opinion pieces for the Wall Street Journal, the Washington Post, the Miami Herald, and Townhall.com. In 1974, Lorence studied 
for nearly a month at the L’Abri in Switzerland under Francis Schaeffer. He served with a medical missionary group in Honduras 
in 1983 and aided Nicaraguan refugees in Costa Rica fleeing Sandinista oppression in 1987. 
 
Jennifer Marshall 
Director, Domestic Policy Studies and DeVos Center for Religion and Civil Society, The Heritage 
Foundation 
 
As Director of Domestic Policy Studies at The Heritage Foundation, Jennifer A. Marshall oversees research in areas that determine 
the character of our culture: education, marriage, family, religion, and civil society. She also directs Heritage’s Richard and Helen 
DeVos Center for Religion and Civil Society and manages familyfacts.org, an online catalog of social science research relating to 
family and religious practice. Marshall’s work explores how moral values and civil society relate to issues like limited 
government, consumer-driven health care, and foreign policy. She has spoken at national and international forums, testified before 
Congress, and appeared on radio and television. Before joining Heritage in 2003, Marshall worked on cultural policy issues at 
Empower America and as Senior Director of Family Studies at the Family Research Council. Marshall holds a master’s degree in 
statecraft and world politics from the Institute of World Politics in Washington, D.C. 
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Kris Alan Mauren 
Executive Director, Acton Institute 

Kris Mauren is co-founder and Executive Director of the Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty, an international 
educational and public policy organization based in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The Institute organizes seminars around the world 
for seminarians representing many Christian denominations to promote an understanding of the ethical dimensions of the free-
market economy. The Institute also works with business leaders, helping them to integrate their faith into the workplace. Since its 
inception in 1990, the Acton Institute has experienced tremendous growth and today employs over 30 people with an annual 
budget of over $5,000,000. In his role as Executive Director, Kris has traveled the world, lecturing and consulting in more than a 
dozen countries. He was the 1999 recipient of the Liberty Executive Award for Outstanding Non-Profit Management. Kris also 
serves on the board of directors for the Foundation for Economic Education (FEE), Donors Capital Fund, and Excel Charter 
Academy School and is active in a number of community organizations, including the CEO Roundtable, Economics Club of Grand 
Rapids, Rotary Club of Grand Rapids, and St. Thomas the Apostle Church. His professional affiliations include membership in the 
Philadelphia Society, Council for National Policy, Young Entrepreneurs Organization, Legatus, and National Society of 
Fundraising Executives. Kris and his wife Joni have four children. 

Matt Mayer 
Visiting Fellow, Douglas and Sarah Allison Center for Foreign Policy Studies, The Heritage Foundation 
 
Matt A. Mayer leads The Heritage Foundation’s Homeland Security and the States Project and is an Adjunct Professor at Ohio 
State University. Previously, Mayer was a senior official at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security under the leadership of 
Secretaries Tom Ridge and Michael Chertoff. He has also served as head of the Office of Grants and Training and under Governor 
Bill Owens as Deputy Director of the Department of Regulatory Agencies. Mayer graduated cum laude from the University of 
Dayton with a double major in philosophy and psychology and received his law degree from the Ohio State University College of 
Law. Mayer’s book, Homeland Security and Federalism: Protecting America from Outside the Beltway, will be released on June 
30, 2009. 
 

Ann McElhinney 
Filmmaker and Producer, Not Evil Just Wrong 
 
Ann McElhinney is a documentary film director and producer. In 2008, she produced and directed Not Evil Just Wrong, a 
documentary that examines the devastating consequences of global warming hysteria and highlights the tragic consequences of the 
first triumph of the environmental movement: the ban on DDT, which has resulted in the deaths of more than 40 million children 
and adults in the developing world. Previously, McElhinney produced and directed Mine Your Own Business (2006), the first 
documentary to ask difficult questions of the environmental movement. As a result, 80 NGOs, including Greenpeace, called for the 
film to be banned when it was screened in the National Geographic auditorium in Washington. McElhinney has also made 
documentaries for the BBC, CBC (Canada), and RTE (Ireland). The Search for Tristan’s Mum (RTE, 2005) concerned the case of 
Tristan Dowse, a baby who was adopted by an Irish man and his wife in Indonesia and then, two years later when the adoptive 
mother became pregnant, was abandoned in an Indonesian orphanage. McElhinney was featured in and was the associate producer 
of the highly controversial documentary Return to Sender (CBC, 2005). She has written for or contributed to an array of 
international media organizations including ABC (U.S.), BBC, CBC (Canada), ABC (Australia), RTE (Ireland), The Sunday 
Times, and the Irish Times. She is a regular contributor to talk radio in the U.S. and has worked as a journalist and filmmaker in the 
U.S., Canada, Romania, Bulgaria, Chile, Indonesia, Cambodia, Vietnam, China, Ghana. and Uganda. She has recently spoken at 
conferences in New York, San Francisco, Washington, D.C., Maine, and Salt Lake City. 
 
Sally McNamara 
Senior Policy Analyst in European Affairs, Margaret Thatcher Center for Freedom, The Heritage 
Foundation 
 
Sally McNamara is Senior Policy Analyst in European Affairs in The Heritage Foundation’s Margaret Thatcher Center for 
Freedom. Formerly the Director of International Relations for the American Legislative Exchange Council, McNamara joined 
Heritage in 2006 and now concentrates on American relations with the European Union and European countries, focusing on 
economic reform policy, trade issues, the war on terrorism, and NATO’s evolving role in post–Cold War Europe. Before coming 
to America in 2004, she served as Chief Parliamentary Aide to Roger Helmer MEP. A native of Nottingham, England, McNamara 
holds an honors degree in politics from Loughborough University and has held elective office, winning two election campaigns to 
serve on the Nottingham City Council. 
 
Edwin Meese III 



 8 

Ronald Reagan Distinguished Fellow in Public Policy and Chairman, Center for Legal and Judicial Studies, 
The Heritage Foundation 
 
Edwin Meese III holds the Ronald Reagan Chair in Public Policy at The Heritage Foundation. He is also Chairman of Heritage’s 
Center for Legal and Judicial Studies and a Distinguished Visiting Fellow at the Hoover Institution. Mr. Meese is the author of 
With Reagan: The Inside Story (Regnery Gateway, 1992); co-editor of Making America Safer (The Heritage Foundation, 1997); 
and co-author of Leadership, Ethics and Policing (Prentice Hall, 2004). Mr. Meese served as the 75th Attorney General of the 
United States from February 1985 to August 1988, directing the Department of Justice and leading international efforts to combat 
terrorism, drug trafficking, and organized crime. In 1985, he received Government Executive magazine’s annual award for 
excellence in management. From January 1981 to February 1985, Mr. Meese held the position of Counsellor to the President, the 
senior position on the White House Staff, where he functioned as the President’s chief policy advisor. As Attorney General and as 
Counsellor, Mr. Meese was a member of the President’s Cabinet and the National Security Council. He served as Chairman of the 
Domestic Policy Council and the National Drug Policy Board. Mr. Meese headed the President-elect’s transition effort following 
the November 1980 election. During the presidential campaign, he served as Chief of Staff and Senior Issues Advisor for the 
Reagan–Bush Committee. In California, Mr. Meese served as Governor Reagan’s Executive Assistant and Chief of Staff (1969–
1974) and as Legal Affairs Secretary (1967–1968). Before joining Governor Reagan’s staff in 1967, Mr. Meese served as Deputy 
District Attorney in Alameda County. From 1977 to 1981, Mr. Meese was a Professor of Law at the University of San Diego, 
where he also was Director of the Center for Criminal Justice Policy and Management. In addition to his background as a lawyer, 
educator, and public official, Mr. Meese has been a business executive in the aerospace and transportation industry, serving as 
Vice President for Administration of Rohr Industries, Inc., in Chula Vista. He left Rohr to return to the practice of law, engaging in 
corporate and general legal work in San Diego County. Mr. Meese is a graduate of Yale University, Class of 1953, and holds a law 
degree from the University of California at Berkeley. He is a retired colonel in the United States Army Reserve and is active in 
numerous civic and educational organizations. Mr. Meese is also Co-Chairman of the Critical Incident Analysis Group and has 
recently served on the Iraq Study Group and National War Powers Commission. Mr. Meese is married, has two grown children, 
and resides in McLean, Virginia. 
 
Tom Messner 
Visiting Fellow, Richard and Helen DeVos Center on Religion and Civil Society, The Heritage Foundation 
 
Tom Messner, J.D., is a graduate of Grove City College, where he studied theology and philosophy, and the Notre Dame Law 
School, where he was President of the Notre Dame Federalist Society. He clerked for Judge William H. Pryor, Jr., on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit and practiced appellate and telecommunications law as an associate in the Washington, 
D.C., firm of Wiley Rein LLP. As a practicing attorney, he also represented two faith-based halfway houses in a religious liberty 
lawsuit. Currently a Visiting Fellow in the Richard and Helen DeVos Center on Religion and Civil Society at The Heritage 
Foundation, Tom researches, analyzes, and writes about religious liberty, same-sex marriage, and related issues. 
 
Lawrence Mone 
President, Manhattan Institute for Policy Research 
 
Lawrence J. Mone is President of the Manhattan Institute for Policy Research. He joined the Institute in 1982 and was named its 
fourth president in 1995. Under his leadership, the Manhattan Institute has disseminated research on tax and economic policy, 
education, tort reform, welfare reform, and crime, working with civic leaders across the country to promote free-market solutions 
to policy problems. In recent years, the Institute has played a vital role in the debate over such issues as health care and energy. 
The Institute is currently putting forth insightful market-oriented analysis of the financial crisis and proposing pragmatic economic 
ideas through a variety of national publications as well as the Empire Center for New York State Policy Web site 
NYFiscalWatch.com and a partnership with RealClearMarkets.com. The Manhattan Institute publishes numerous reports and 
books on these and other topics. Its quarterly City Journal has become one of the nation’s premier public policy magazines and 
played a pivotal role in reforming New York City, leading Mayor Rudolph Giuliani to call it “a forum for some of our city’s—and 
our nation’s—most incisive thinkers, whose writings have enriched our public discourse and helped shape public policy.” 
 
Stephen Moore 
Senior Economics Writer, The Wall Street Journal 
 
Stephen Moore joined The Wall Street Journal as a member of the editorial board and Senior Economics Writer on May 31, 2005. 
He splits his time between Washington and New York, focusing on economic issues, including budget, tax, and monetary policy. 
Stephen has been a frequent contributor to the Journal over the years and is the founder and former President of the Club for 
Growth, which raises money for political candidates who favor free-market economic policies. He left that position in 2004. 
Before coming to the Journal, Stephen was president of a new organization, the Free Enterprise Fund. Over the years, he has 
served as a senior economist on the Congressional Joint Economic Committee, as the first Grover Hermann Fellow in Federal 
Budgetary Affairs at The Heritage Foundation, and as a Senior Economics Fellow at the Cato Institute, where he published dozens 
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of studies on federal and state tax and budget policy. He was a consultant to the National Economic Commission in l987 and 
Research Director for President Reagan’s Commission on Privatization. Stephen is the author of many books, most recently The 
End of Prosperity. He graduated from the University of Illinois and holds a master’s degree in economics from George Mason 
University. 
 
Iain Murray 
Director of Projects and Analysis and Senior Fellow in Energy, Science, and Technology, Competitive 
Enterprise Institute 
 
Iain Murray is a Director of Projects and Analysis and Senior Fellow in Energy, Science, and Technology at CEI. A new media 
veteran, Mr. Murray contributes to National Review Online’s Corner and Planet Gore blogs; CentreRight.com (part of the largest 
conservative Web site in the U.K.); and CEI’s own OpenMarket. He writes regularly for print and online sources, and his CEI 
articles have appeared in the New York Post, Investors Business Daily, Financial Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington 
Examiner (where he appears weekly in The Opinion Zone), and many other newspapers. He has appeared on Fox News, CNN 
Headline News, the BBC, and Al-Jazeera among other broadcast appearences. Before coming to CEI, Mr. Murray was Senior 
Analyst and then Director of Research at the Statistical Assessment Service, a nonpartisan nonprofit that looked at how scientific 
and statistical information was used or misused by the media and policymakers. Originally from the United Kingdom, Mr. Murray 
emigrated to the U.S. in 1997 after having worked at the British Department of Transport, advising Ministers on railroad 
privatization, the role of private finance in infrastructure investment, and the role of transportation in the economic development of 
London. He is also a Visiting Fellow at the Adam Smith Institute, a British think tank. Mr. Murray holds a B.A. and M.A. from the 
University of Oxford, an MBA from the University of London, and the Diploma of Imperial College of Science, Technology and 
Medicine. 
 
Rob Neppell 
President and Founder, Kithbridge, Inc. 
 
Rob Neppell is President and Founder of Kithbridge Inc. and has 13 years of experience delivering technology solutions with 
Andersen Consulting (later renamed Accenture) and Unisys Corporation. Known online by the pseudonym “N.Z. Bear,” Rob has a 
long and exceptional list of Web accomplishments: In 2002, he created the first blog tracking system, the TTLB Blogosphere 
Ecosystem, and in 2007, he was awarded the first-ever “Blogger of the Year” award at the Conservative Political Action 
Conference (CPAC). Rob is a co-founder of Porkbusters with Instapundit’s Glenn Reynolds and in 2008 co-founded Top 
Conservatives on Twitter (TCOT) with Michael Patrick Leahy. In January 2009, Rob and Kithbridge created 
ReadTheStimulus.org, an innovative site featuring a searchable, commentable version of the 2009 economic stimulus legislation. 
Rob holds a degree in computer science from Cornell University and is a member of The Heritage Foundation’s New Media 
Advisory Board. 
 
Eric Novack, M.D. 
Senior Fellow in Health Policy, Center for Freedom and Prosperity 
 
Eric Novack, M.D., is a board-certified orthopedic surgeon in clinical practice in Glendale, Arizona. From 2005–2007, Dr. Novack 
hosted “The Eric Novack Show,” a weekly radio program on KKNT in Phoenix dedicated to health care policy. Dr. Novack 
conceived of the idea and, along with many partners, sought to amend the Arizona state constitution to protect individual liberty 
and limit government control of our health and health care. In 2008, Proposition 101, a first-in-the-nation attempt, came within 
one-half of 1 percent of winning despite overwhelming opposition from government health care vendors and the very liberal 
Governor Janet Napolitano. He continues to be deeply involved in health care reform efforts in Arizona and around the country 
and was recently named a Senior Fellow in Health Policy at the Center for Freedom and Prosperity. Dr. Novack is married and has 
two children. 
 
Roger Pardo-Maurer 
Specialist on Latin America and Hispanics in the U.S.A. 
 
Roger Pardo-Maurer served from 2001 to 2006 as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Western Hemisphere affairs, the 
senior Defense Department official responsible for Latin America, the Caribbean, and Canada. He played a key role in developing 
the strategy to help Colombia in its campaign against Latin America’s longest-running insurgency and after September 11, 2001, 
helped to lay the foundation of a new defense relationship with Mexico and Canada during the establishment of the United States 
Northern Command. He was instrumental in working with the U.S. Congress to secure ratification of the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement and in launching new programs to strengthen maritime security cooperation in the Western Hemisphere and 
international peacekeeping capabilities, efforts that culminated in the President’s Global Peace Operations Initiative. His tenure 
was marked by the joint intervention of the United States, France, Chile, and Brazil to restore order in Haiti under U.N. mandate. 
Mr. Pardo-Maurer was in the Pentagon during the attack of September 11, 2001, and as a reservist in U.S. Army Special Forces 
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took leave of absence in 2002 to serve in Kandahar, Afghanistan. In April 2006, he resigned his position to serve with his unit in 
Diyala Province, Iraq. His duties included strategic and political advisory activities for the Combined Joint Special Operations 
Task Force, intelligence work, and direct action against terrorist cells and insurgent leaders, including al-Qaeda and the Islamic 
State of Iraq. He also conceived and helped execute a comprehensive political–military strategy to organize the Sunni revolt 
against al-Qaeda along the Iraq–Iran border. As of early 2009, he served on advisory boards for commanders of U.S. Central 
Command and U.S. Southern Command. Mr. Pardo-Maurer is a graduate of Yale and King’s College, Cambridge (with honors), 
and has taught seminars on “Ungovernability” at Yale, National Defense University, and New York University. Prior to serving in 
the Defense Department, he was managing partner of a trade and investment consulting firm with offices in Mexico City and 
Washington, D.C., in affiliation with Mexico’s senior negotiator for the North American Free Trade Agreement. In 2006, he was 
awarded the Distinguished Public Service Medal of the Department of Defense, the department’s highest civilian honor. He is 
currently writing a novel set in New Mexico and Iraq. 
 
Sally Pipes 
President and CEO, Pacific Research Institute 
 
Sally C. Pipes is President and Chief Executive Officer of the Pacific Research Institute, a California-based think tank founded in 
1979. An expert on the Canadian and American health systems, Ms. Pipes writes, speaks, debates, and gives invited testimony on 
key health care issues facing America. She is the author of The Top Ten Myths of American Health Care: A Citizen’s Guide and 
Miracle Cure: How to Solve America’s Health Care Crisis and Why Canada Isn’t the Answer, in addition to numerous op-eds and 
TV and radio appearances. 
 
Marcela Prieto 
Executive Director, Political Science Institute, Bogotá, Colombia 
 
Marcela Prieto is a political scientist from Los Andes University with a master’s degree in public policy from Oxford University. 
She has been Professor of Public Policy in the Department of Political Science at Rosario University and has acted as advisor in 
various political campaigns, as well as national and international consultant for such institutions as Oxford Analytica and the 
Organization of American States, among others. She has also served as an advisor for the Department of the Interior and the 
Department of Justice. In addition to her position as Executive Director, Marcela is the Editor of Perspectiva Magazine (Revista 
Perspectiva). 
 
Michael Ramirez 
Senior Editor and Editorial Cartoonist, Investor’s Business Daily 
 
Michael Ramirez is a two-time winner of the prestigious Pulitzer Prize in 1994 and 2008, former Los Angeles Times editorial 
cartoonist, and three-time winner of the Sigma Delta Chi, Society of Professional Journalism Award. He is currently Senior Editor 
and editorial cartoonist for Investor’s Business Daily. Ramirez is a Lincoln Fellow, an honorary member of Pi Sigma Alpha 
National Political Science Honor Society, and recipient of multiple journalism awards including the prestigious UCI Medal from 
the University of California, Irvine, the 2005 National Journalism Award, the 2008 Fischetti Award, and the H. L. Mencken 
Award. His work is seen worldwide with a distribution of over 400 newspapers and magazines through Creators Syndicate, and he 
is a regular contributor to USA Today and The Weekly Standard. His work can be seen in the pages of Investor’s Business Daily on 
the Issues and Insights page and online at IBDeditorials.com/cartoons. He has appeared on CNN, CNN International, “Fox News 
Sunday,” BBC Television, BBC Radio, NPR, and the “Michael Reagan Show” and is also the author of the recently published 
Everyone Has the Right to My Opinion. 
 
Gregory Rehmke 
Program Consultant, Economic Thinking and Foundation for Economic Education 
 
Gregory Rehmke works with Economic Thinking/E Pluribus Unum Films (www.EconomicThinking.org and www.LibertyFlix.org) 
and is Program Consultant for the Foundation for Economic Education (FEE). Over the past six years, over 5,000 homeschool and 
10,000 high school students have attended Economic Thinking and FEE seminars and talks on each year’s national debate topics. 
Mr. Rehmke has a degree in economics from the University of Washington and is a member of the Mackinac Center Board of 
Scholars. He has directed educational programs for the Institute for Humane Studies, the Reason Foundation, and the Free 
Enterprise Institute and has been a speaker at Institute for Economic Studies–Europe seminars for college students. Mr. Rehmke is 
also the co-author of The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Global Economics. 
 
Jay W. Richards 
Author, Money, Greed, and God: Why Capitalism Is the Solution and Not the Problem 
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Jay W. Richards, Ph.D., is the author most recently of Money, Greed, and God: Why Capitalism Is the Solution and Not the 
Problem (HarperCollins/HarperOne, 2009). He has held leadership positions at the Discovery Institute and the Acton Institute for 
the Study of Religion and Liberty and is currently a Visiting Fellow at The Heritage Foundation. He is executive producer of the 
documentaries The Call of the Entrepreneur (PBS and FOX Business News) and The Birth of Freedom (2009). Richards has been 
featured in the New York Times and Washington Post and has appeared on “Larry King Live” and other national broadcast media. 
 
Sue Santa 
Senior Vice President for Public Policy, Philanthropy Roundtable 
 
Sue Santa joined the Philanthropy Roundtable as Senior Vice President for Public Policy in September 2008. Before joining the 
Roundtable, she served as a consultant and Senior Director of Public and Legal Affairs for International Speedway Corporation 
(ISC) and served as a spokesperson for ISC on legislative efforts, property development projects, and special events. As an 
associate for five years in the legislative practice group of Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson & Hand in Washington, D.C., 
she participated in a wide variety of projects, including energy and oil production policy, transportation issues, international trade 
development, and crisis management for a major airline. Sue’s first experience in Washington was as Special Projects Coordinator 
for Senator Jeff Bingaman. She managed projects related to education, human services, children’s issues, and the arts. She holds a 
B.A. in journalism and political science from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a J.D. from Washington 
University in St. Louis, Missouri. 
 
James Sherk 
Bradley Fellow in Labor Policy, The Heritage Foundation 
 
As Bradley Fellow in Labor Policy at The Heritage Foundation, James Sherk works on the minimum wage, card check, standards 
of living, and other tax, labor, and economic issues in Heritage’s Center for Data Analysis. His writing has appeared in the 
Washington Post, the Washington Times, Politico, the Chicago Tribune, and the Baltimore Sun. Sherk’s fellowship is supported by 
the Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation of Milwaukee, which is “devoted to strengthening American democratic capitalism and 
the institutions, principles and values that sustain and nurture it.” Sherk joined Heritage in 2006. He graduated from Hillsdale 
College in Michigan, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in economics and mathematics, and then pursued graduate studies in 
economics at the University of Rochester in New York, where he concentrated in econometrics and labor economics. He received 
his master’s degree in economics from Rochester in January 2006. 
 
William E. Simon, Jr. 
Co-chairman, William E. Simon & Sons LLC 
 
William E. Simon, Jr., is Co-chairman of William E. Simon & Sons LLC, an investment firm that he founded in 1988 with his 
father and brother. After graduating from Boston College Law School in 1982, Mr. Simon served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in 
the Southern District of New York under then-U.S. Attorney Rudolph Giuliani. He began his career on Wall Street as a foreign 
exchange trader and manager at Morgan Guaranty Trust Company after graduating from Williams College in 1973, where he 
currently serves as a lifetime member of the Board of Trustees and member of the Executive Committee, and is Co-Chairman of 
both the William E. Simon Foundation and the Cynthia L. and William E. Simon, Jr. Foundation. Mr. Simon serves as Trustee on 
the Boards of The Heritage Foundation, St. John’s Health Center Foundation in Los Angeles, and the Riverview School in 
Massachusetts. He is also a member of the Board of Directors for Oaks Christian School, Chairman of the Board for the National 
Urban Squash and Education Association, and a member of the Board of Overseers of the Hoover Institution on War, Revolution 
and Peace, the Board of Advisors at UCLA Medical Center, and the Boards of the University of Southern California–Huntington 
Institutes for Advanced Studies and the International Dominican Foundation. Mr. Simon entered the political arena in 2001 as a 
candidate for governor of California, winning the Republican primary by an 18-point landslide. That fall, facing an entrenched 
incumbent governor, he came within five points of unseating Gray Davis despite being outspent three to one. Mr. Simon also 
served as Chairman of California and Director of Policy and Speech Writing for the Rudy Giuliani 2008 Presidential Campaign 
Committee. 
 

Erik Telford 
Executive Director, RightOnline, and Deputy Director of Communications, Americans for Prosperity 
 
Erik Telford serves as Executive Director of RightOnline and Deputy Director of Communications of Americans for Prosperity 
(AFP), where he is responsible for developing and integrating online strategy for the national organization and its 24 state 
chapters. In 2008, he launched RightOnline, an AFP project aimed at advancing online advocacy efforts among center-right 
bloggers, activists, and organizations. Through training seminars at the national, state, and local levels, RightOnline has provided 
hundreds of citizens with training in online activism, investigative reporting, media strategy, and policy advocacy. Erik’s efforts 
have drawn coverage from The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, National Public Radio, Fox News, MSNBC, The New 
York Times, National Journal, The Washington Times, the “Sean Hannity Show,” and numerous other media outlets. Telford 
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completed his undergraduate studies at George Washington University in 2005, graduating in just three years with a double major 
in political science and American studies, and earned a Master of Arts in political management in 2006. 
 
Todd Thurman 
Online Marketing Manager, The Heritage Foundation 
 
As Online Marketing Manager for The Heritage Foundation, Todd Thurman oversees the Heritage Twitter account, Facebook 
account, Google AdWords account, and Google Grant account and places online advertisements. Among his other duties, he is 
also a contributing editor to The Foundry, the official blog for The Heritage Foundation. Prior to joining Heritage in 2008, Todd 
worked for Yahoo! in the Search Marketing department, where he helped new clients learn how to advertise online and optimized 
accounts of existing customers. 
 
Jim Tusty 
Vice-President of Strategic Development, Free To Choose Network (FTCN) 
 
Jim Tusty is Vice-President of Strategic Development for Free To Choose Network (FTCN), which reaches over 15 million 
students a year with video programs about the winning ideas of freedom through its network of 150,000 teachers. FTCN was 
founded in the early 1980s with the production of Milton Friedman’s classic TV series “Free To Choose” and for decades has been 
producing national television programs on themes of freedom. Jim and his wife Maureen recently produced the acclaimed 
documentary feature film The Singing Revolution, which covers Estonia’s critical though little-known role in the collapse of the 
USSR. The film was compared to Casablanca by the New York Times and played in over 125 North American theatrical markets, 
including five-week runs in New York City, Toronto, and Washington D.C. For their work on this film, earlier this year they were 
awarded the Order of the Cross of Terra Mariana, the highest Estonian state medal given to foreigners. From 1981–2008, Jim 
founded and ran Mountain View Group, Ltd., a commercial production company based in New York and Atlanta. 
 
Chandler Tuttle 
Filmmaker, Moving Picture Institute 
 
Chandler Tuttle is an honors graduate of the film program at New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts. Upon graduating in 
2005, he spent two years working as Assistant to the President at Focus Features, the award-winning film production and 
distribution company behind such films as Brokeback Mountain, Lost in Translation, Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, and 
The Pianist. Before attending NYU, Chandler founded a multimedia design firm in New York whose clients included powerhouse 
media companies such as MTV, Condé Nast, and BBDO as well as such finance heavyweights as Goldman Sachs and Morgan 
Stanley. In February of 2007, he was awarded a fellowship from the Moving Picture Institute that allowed him to pursue 
filmmaking full-time, and in the fall of 2008, he completed work on his post-graduate directorial debut, 2081. Chandler resides in 
New York City and is represented by United Talent Agency and Management 360. 
 
John Von Kannon 
Vice President and Treasurer, The Heritage Foundation 
 
John Von Kannon has been an integral part of The Heritage Foundation for more than 25 years, heading the department that is 
responsible for raising the money that Heritage needs to further its vision of building an America where freedom, opportunity, 
prosperity, and civil society flourish. In 2006, Heritage received a record $41.4 million from its 280,000 supporters. Von Kannon 
says that “matchmaker” is a better description of his post than “fundraiser,” as he focuses on connecting Americans concerned 
about their country with Heritage’s ideas and values. Von Kannon joined Heritage in 1980 to asist President Ed Feulner with 
Heritage’s fundraising activities. He was named Treasurer a year later and became Vice President and Treasurer several years after 
that. In 1988, Von Kannon left Heritage to become Vice President of the Pacific Legal Foundation, a public-interest law 
foundation in Sacramento, California. A year later, he became President of Russell & Von Kannon, a marketing and consulting 
firm in suburban Chicago. He rejoined Heritage in 1991. Before joining Heritage, Von Kannon was publisher of The American 
Spectator, a conservative opinion journal then published in Bloomington, Indiana. It was at the Spectator that Von Kannon got his 
start in fundraising. Von Kannon later became a contributing editor for the Spectator and for years was listed on its masthead as 
“Kapellmeister” under his nickname “Baron Von Kannon.” Von Kannon has been active in politics since his teens. In 1964, at age 
15, he campaigned for GOP presidential candidate Barry Goldwater. A graduate of Indiana University, Von Kannon also was an 
active member of Young Americans for Freedom and served on its national Board of Directors. In addition to his duties at 
Heritage, Von Kannon serves as a trustee of FREE, the Foundation for Research on the Economics of the Environment in 
Bozeman, Montana. He is also a trustee of four grant-making institutions. Von Kannon resides with his wife, Cindy, and children, 
Jack and Rachel, in Washington, D.C. 
 
Hans von Spakovsky 



 13 

Legal Scholar, Center for Legal and Judicial Studies, The Heritage Foundation 
 
As a Legal Scholar in the Center for Legal and Judicial Studies, Hans von Spakovsky concentrates on voting, elections, civil 
justice, civil rights, and government reform. During 2006 and 2007, Mr. von Spakovsky was a Commissioner at the Federal 
Election Commission, which is responsible for enforcing federal campaign finance laws for all congressional and presidential 
elections, including the presidential public funding program. At the U.S. Department of Justice, he served as Counsel to the 
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights from 2002 to 2005, providing expertise and advice on voting and election issues, 
including enforcement of the Voting Rights Act and the Help America Vote Act of 2002. He also was an attorney in private 
practice and in a corporate legal department. 
 
Bridgett Wagner 
Director, Coalition Relations, The Heritage Foundation 
 
As Director of Coalition Relations, Bridgett Wagner serves as Heritage’s liaison to policy organizations, experts, and activists at 
the state, national, and international levels. She is a trustee of the International Policy Network and also serves on the Advisory 
Boards of the Council on Public Policy in Germany and the Adriatic Institute in Croatia. She is a member of the Mont Pelerin 
Society and the Philadelphia Society. Mrs. Wagner edited Heritage’s Policy Experts 2003: The Insider Guide to Public Policy 
Experts and Organizations and oversees the work of the Heritage Job Bank, Internship Program, and Speakers Bureau. Her long-
term career at Heritage includes serving as Director of Development, Director of Events for the 25th Anniversary “Leadership for 
America” campaign, Director of Heritage’s Business Relations Department, and Speechwriter and Special Assistant to Heritage 
President Edwin Feulner. Wagner holds a B.A. in economics from the University of Dallas. 
 
Rian Wathen 
Senior Management Consultant, Labor Relations Services, Inc. 
 
During his 15-year career with the United Food and Commercial Workers Union, Rian Wathen gained experience in all aspects of 
the labor movement and was involved at every stage, from the grassroots level to the closed-door meetings of top union officials. 
Beginning as a union organizer in 1990, he went on to become a business representative, Communication Director, Organizing 
Director, and Director of Collective Bargaining and was elected to the third highest office in a statewide UFCW Local union. In 
2005, Mr. Wathen began working as a Senior Managing Consultant for Labor Relations Services, Inc., one of the nation’s oldest 
and largest management consulting firms. This firm represents the interests of management in matters related to employee 
relations with a focus on maintaining a union-free work environment. To achieve these objectives, he consults regularly with 
companies regarding pro-active preventive measures to avoid union organizing campaigns. Additionally, he interfaces directly 
with eligible voting employees as a persuader to insure that clients are successful in winning union certification elections. In 
March 2009, Rian was named a Regional President for Labor Relations Services. He was appointed to the Policy and Economics 
Council of the Gerson Lehrman Group in 2007 and since that time has continued to serve as an advisor to international business 
and investment leaders on labor-related issues. Mr. Wathen is a nationally recognized speaker on union avoidance and topics 
related to the Employee Free Choice Act (EFCA). 
 
Nicole Williams 
Management and Technology Advisor, State Policy Network 
 
SPN Management and Technology Advisor Nicole Williams seeks to raise awareness of and appreciation for the ideals of liberty, 
freedom, and self-reliance through the use of online marketing tools. Her experiences in the policy world and on her small 
Tennessee farm occasionally inspire Nicole to write up do-it-yourself country-living tips and ideas for government regulatory 
reform on Examiner.com. Past life experiences include serving as Vice President of Operations for the Tennessee Center for Policy 
Research and Director of the Children’s Scholarship Fund–Portland at the Cascade Policy Institute. Nicole also has headed a 
private language school, designed online language translation reseller programs, and founded a consulting firm that provided 
business and cultural training for such foreign companies as DaimlerChrysler and QSI International. She has spoken at conferences 
including the Atlas Economic Research Foundation’s Think Tank MBA and the Liberty Forum, online at NewMediaTV.org, and at 
SPN Leadership Development Breakfasts and Annual Meetings. She also writes for SPN News and has been published in the 
Oregonian and Boise Voice. Nicole graduated from Southern Oregon University with a bachelor of arts in music business and 
German. She also completed the Oregon Teaching Certification Program at the university. 
 


