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T he debate in Washington and in estab-
lishment circles in this country has 
always been out of touch with the real-
ities of people’s lives, but the gap has 
perhaps never been wider. Washington 

and state legislatures are focused on how 
to cut deficits, not how to create jobs; how 
to eviscerate the remaining pillars of our 
social safety net such as social security, 
Medicaid and Medicare, rather than aggres-
sively responding to the social calamity and 
human suffering unfolding in communities 
across the country, especially communities of 
color; and there is a serious debate unfolding 
about lowering corporate tax rates and easing 
regulatory burdens instead of responding to 
the rise of corporate power and inequality of 
wealth as a threat to our democracy. 

This is madness. At The Nation and 
TheNation.com we are countering this effort to 
repeal the 20th century—through principled 
and intelligent journalism, analysis, investiga-
tion and alternative ideas and strategies.

Perhaps the most effective response at 
such a time is movement and idea building. 
This is our heritage as progressives, and we 
know that mass movements fused with com-
pelling ideas are a true path to making this 
country better. The abolitionists who founded 
The Nation, the populists and the suffragists, 
and the workers’, civil-rights, women’s rights, 
LGBT, and immigrant movements have taught 
us this lesson. Today, we see independent 
movements and people in motion emerging 
across the country. Wisconsin was the spark 
(see John Nichols http://www.thenation.com/
article/158990/spirit-wisconsin)—but we are 
also seeing people on the move in Ohio, 
Maine and Michigan with larger turnouts, 
more viral web activity, and shifts in public 
opinion. Community organizations and net-
works like National People’s Action and US 
Action are rising to the challenge by taking on 
foreclosures and abuses by the financial and 
health industries. Organizations like MoveOn, 

The Campaign for America’s Future and The 
Center for Community Change are playing 
key roles in creating channels for effective 
and affirmative mobilization and organizing 
– and new groups like US Uncut, inspired 
by The Nation (http://www.thenation.com/
article/158280/ten-step-guide-launching-
us-uncut) are taking on corporate greed. 
Strategic visionaries like Van Jones are devel-
oping new frames that could unite a move-
ment to “rebuild the American Dream,” while 
economists and writers like our own William 
Greider and Nation contributors to our recent 
special issue, “Reimagining Capitalism,” are 
defining an alternative economic vision.

The Nation, at this moment, has an impor-
tant role to play —and i believe we’ve already 
been playing it through our coverage of emerg-
ing protest movements, a focus on exposing 
the parameters of the economic and demo-
cratic crisis we confront, and by lifting up new 
ideas that might help us forge a new path. 

The 2012 elections could be a disaster, not 
only in terms of bad results, but if the debate 
continues to be between two versions of the 
same bankrupt economic ideology, we may 
be in for years of pain. 

One of the key tasks for the period ahead 
is to build independent social movements—
not only to defeat the worst proposals and 
attempts to weaken unions, cripple govern-
ment, and shred the safety net for the most 
vulnerable, but also to begin to define an 
affirmative economic agenda that forces 
politicians to respond in the lead-up to the 
2012 elections.

It is time to drive alternative approaches 
and ideas into the debate, energize people 
to vote for the alternative (and not just for 
candidates), and create a mandate for a 
new way forward. 

We know, as you do—loyal Nation 
Associates as well as new friends and 
allies—that the stakes are very high. (www.
thenation.com/community) n

ChriS hAyeS to 
hoSt mSnBC 
ShoW And 
BeComeS nAtion 
editor-At-lArge

B eginning in August, you might 
start seeing a whole lot more of 
Christopher Hayes.  The Nation’s 
Washington, D.C. editor has accept-
ed an offer from MSNBC to host its 

new weekend show.
A rising star at The Nation since joining 

the magazine in 2006 as a contributing 
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writer, Hayes quickly ascended to the posi-
tion of D.C. editor the following year.

“When I hired Chris, some thought it was 
a gamble, bringing on a 28-year-old to run 
the D.C. bureau. I knew then what so many 
have come to recognize—he was a star: an 
intellectual omnivore; a person of integrity, 
independent mind, with an unwavering 
commitment to journalistic excellence,” 
said Nation Editor and Publisher Katrina 
vanden Heuvel. 

“The range of Chris’s work as a political 
writer and reporter is remarkable, and he 
has brought intellectual firepower, reporto-
rial storytelling, creative dynamism and 
stylistic distinction to The Nation’s cover-
age of political ideas and movements in our 
capitol and country in these last, critical 
years,” added vanden Heuvel. 

Not new to the lights and cameras of cable 
television, Hayes has frequented MSNBC in 
recent years as a contributor and guest-host 
on The Rachel Maddow Show and The Last 
Word with Lawrence O’Donnell.  

But not to fear, Hayes fans, the writer 
won’t be disappearing from the pages of The 
Nation anytime soon. Chris will remain a 
part of the editorial staff as Editor-at-Large. 

“It’s been the absolute highlight of my 
career as a writer to be Washington Editor 
of The Nation. I’m forever grateful that 
Katrina took the chance she did in hiring 
me,” said Hayes. “She’s the best boss I’ve 
ever had, even if my insistence on calling 
her boss makes her squirm. I’m thrilled to 
transition to editor-at-large and am already 
plotting some long form writing for the 
magazine in the future.”

You can find a selection of Hayes’ Nation 
articles and columns, or listen to his weekly 
podcast, The Breakdown, by visiting www.
thenation.com/authors/chris-hayes.

And watch for his forthcoming book, to be 
published by Crown in Spring 2012.

We at The Nation look forward to Chris’s 
new projects, as well as his continued work 
in the tradition of intelligent, thoughtful 
reporting for the magazine. n

Loren Lynch is Nation Associates assistant
at The Nation.

A World in Peril,  
A CAll to ACtion 

I n his new book Tropic of Chaos  
(Nation Books, July 2011), Nation 
contributing editor Christian Parenti 
combines critical history, geography, 
and literary journalism to show how 

climate change is contributing to violence 
across the globe. Parenti’s fourth book  is 
based on more than six years of research 
and travel to war zones, slums, and failed 
states, including Afghanistan, Mexico, East 
Africa, and India. Former Nation  intern 
Lisa Boscov-Ellen caught up with Christian 
just as the book was being released.

1) What is the core idea of your new book?
I argue that climate change doesn’t just 

look like bad weather.  More often, it looks 
like ethnic pogroms, religious violence, 
criminal mayhem, civil war and state fail-
ure.  Dig beneath the surface of many 
social and political conflicts and you find a 
clear climatological angle.

2) What is the “tropic of chaos”? 
It’s the belt of states lying on the mid-

latitudes of the world, where you find failed 
states, civil wars, armed religious fanati-
cism, widespread banditry and profound 
humanitarian crises.  And it’s the area 
of the planet already being impacted by 
climate change, where empire—or impe-
rialism—has fought its battles, built and 
destroyed states, and left a legacy of 
exploitation and violence.

3) What are the historical forces creating 
crisis in these states?

The recent history of these crisis zones in 
the Global South is shaped by three power-
ful forces: 50 years of Cold War militarism, 
30 years of radical free-market economic 
policy pushed by the World Bank and the 
IMF, and now, the onset of anthropogenic 
climate change. As a result of the Cold 
War, many parts of the Global South are 
awash in weaponry and men trained in war-
fare. This same belt of states also bears the 
brunt of radical free-market restructuring, 
which has led to increased inequality, pov-
erty, migration, and weakened state capac-
ity. And now the onset of climate change.  

4) This combination is what you call the 
“catastrophic convergence.” Where do we see 
this occurring? 

East Africa, where the book opens, is a 
classic example. Cattle raids are becoming 
more frequent and more violent because 
the region is gripped by severe drought, 
likely linked to climate change, and simul-
taneously awash in cheap weaponry, a 
legacy of the Cold War. Pastoralists resort 
to stealing each other’s cattle because their 
herds are dying because of the drought. 
Lack of government support means the 
pastoralists fall back on their own meth-
ods—violent cattle raids. 

5) How is the Global North responding to 

(Continued from page 1)

Tropic of Chaos author Christan Parenti
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climatologically driven social breakdown in 
the Global South? 

A vision is emerging in which a planet 
facing profound climate crises is managed 
with force, repression, surveillance and 
incarceration at home and with open-end-
ed counterinsurgency and counterterrorism 
abroad. Counterinsurgency is particularly 
destructive and corrosive of the social 
fabric. It leaves societies atomized and 
traumatized and less capable of dealing 
with climate change.

6). Your book ends with some concrete sug-
gestions for how immediate action can be 
taken to avoid climate catastrophe. Can you 
outline some of them?

The United States has failed to pass com-
prehensive climate legislation. But there is 
actually a lot we can do without new leg-
islation. The EPA could begin by banning 
mountaintop removal and banning opening 
new coal plants. Right now renewables are 
a little bit more expensive than fossil fuels. 
One way to close this “price gap” would be 
for government to use its tremendous pur-
chasing power to create markets for clean 
energy and electric vehicles. If the govern-
ment really tried to become as green as it 
could, it would have a tremendous impact 
throughout the private sector because it 
would drive down the cost of clean tech-
nology. Once the cost of clean technology 
is below that of dirty fossil fuel technology, 
then the transition is underway and legisla-

tion doesn’t matter as much. All the pieces 
are in place for us to move in that direction.  
But people must pressure the political 
class to do these things. n

Christian Parenti is a Puffin Foundation 
Writing Fellow at The Nation Institute, and a 
visiting scholar at the City University of New 
York. The author of  Lockdown America, The 
Soft Cage, and The Freedom, he has written 
for Fortune, The New York Times, Playboy, 
Mother Jones, The London Review of Books, 
and Salon, among other publications. He has 
also worked on several documentaries includ-
ing Fixer: The Taking of Ajmal Naqshbandi. 
To order Tropic of Chaos, see page 15.

A s a Nation Associate, you already 
know how essential your annual 
support is to the vitality and sur-
vival of The Nation. The Legacy 
Group is another way to ensure 

The Nation’s safety as a voice of dissent, 
now and into the future. There are several 
ways to consider including The Nation in 
your future plans, including: wills, memo-
rial and honorary gifts, and insurance- and 
retirement-plan options. By making such 
a gift, you help ensure that both the prin-
ciples we stand for and the forum in which 
we fight for them will be around for genera-
tions to come.

In June The Nation received a generous 
bequest from the estate of Dr. L.F. “Fritz” 
Fenster of Seattle who, by making a provi-
sion in his will, joined The Legacy Group 
program. A longtime Nation Associate, 

Dr. Fenster was involved with healthcare 
quality and cost-effectiveness issues for 
decades. He was also Chairman of the 
Practice Patterns Task Force at Virginia 
Mason Medical Center, which was charged 
with finding ways to reduce waste and 
inefficiencies in the way physicians prac-
tice. In 1991 he was awarded the R.H. 
Williams Leadership in Medicine Award by 
the Seattle Academy of Internal Medicine 
and he won several “best teacher” awards 
over the course of his career. On behalf of 
all of us here at The Nation, our heartfelt 
gratitude and appreciation for Dr. Fenster’s 
generosity and dedication to the magazine. 

To obtain complete information about 
Legacy Group options, contact Nation 
Associates Director Joliange Wright at (212) 
209-5427 or joliange@thenation.com.

A SPeCiAl WAy to mAke Sure 
The NaTioN iS AlWAyS there

SUBSCRIBER ALERT

Dear Nation 
Subscribers

It has come to our attention that 
several of our subscribers have 
received renewal notifications 
from independent magazine 
clearinghouses doing business 
under the names Publishers 
Billing Exchange, Orbital Pub-
lishing Group, National Maga-
zine Services, Magazine Bill-
ing Services, Magazine Billing 
Network and Magazine Distri-
bution Services. These compa-
nies have not been authorized 
to sell subscriptions on behalf 
of The Nation magazine, and we 
have no guarantee that subscrip-
tions purchased from them will 
be sent to The Nation.

We do use some legitimate 
subscr ipt ion serv ices to 
sell our publication. If you 
receive a renewal notice and 
are unsure of its authenticity, 
please call our subscriber-care 
department and order your 
renewal through them. 

You may contact subscriber 
services by calling  

our toll-free number,  
(800) 333-8536 
or via the Web at  

www.thenation.com 
/subscription-services
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PROGRESSIVE PARTNERSHIP!
The Nation is proud to announce a partner-

ship with the Unemployed Philosophers Guild. 

Shop through the link below and UPG will 

share half of all proceeds with the Nation.
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neW ASSoCiAte editor 
liliAnA SegurA

D uring her senior year of college, 
Liliana Segura, The Nation’s new 
Associate Editor, had what she refers 
to as a “radicalizing moment.” In the 
course of a few weeks, she attended 

two events that focused on the death pen-
alty and prisons. The first featured anti-
death penalty activist Sister Helen Prejean. 
The second, organized by the Campaign to 
End the Death Penalty, included first-hand 
accounts of men tortured under the reign 
of Chicago Police Commander Jon Burge. 
A woman spoke out on behalf of her son, 
one of Burge’s victims living on death row. 
Another victim, still in prison, told his story 
by telephone. Liliana was struck by what 
she heard. “It moved me to action,” she 
said, “and to the realization that I wanted 
to use journalism to combat injustice.”

This commitment led Liliana to The 
Nation. After observing the United States’ 
response to 9/11 and the beginning of 
the Iraq War, she decided to combine 
her politics and her work. In the fall of 
2004, Liliana took a chance and quit 
her job, without the guarantee of a new 
position. She became a Nation intern in 
early 2005, working closely with publisher 
emeritus Victor Navasky, as well as writers 
Eyal Press, Bruce Shapiro and Ari Berman. 
She also continued her anti-death-penalty 
activism. In February of that year, she testi-
fied before members of the New York State 

Assembly in a hearing to reexamine the 
state’s death penalty laws. She wrote an 
account of her experience for TheNation.
com. She then joined The Nation Institute 
as Program Associate.

In 2008, Liliana moved to AlterNet, 
where she was a Senior Editor and ran the 
Civil Liberties and World Special Coverage 
areas of the website. While there, one of 
her pieces, entitled “Justifiable Homicides’ 
Are on the Rise: Have Self-Defense Laws 
Gone Too Far?” was featured in The Best 
American Legal Writing 2009.

Since becoming The Nation’s Associate 
Editor in April, Liliana has written several 
pieces for the magazine, including “The 
Executioner’s Dilemma,” a close look at 
death penalty drugs and cases of prisoners 
being tortured during execution. (http://
www.thenation.com/article/160648/execu-
tioners-dilemma) She’s also on the board 
of the Campaign to End the Death Penalty 
and is working on a long-term research 
project on prisons and harsh sentencing for 
the Wallace Global Fund.

“I’m so excited to be working with 
Liliana,” says Richard Kim, The Nation’s 
online executive editor, “not just because 
of her deep knowledge of issues like 
criminal justice and immigration, but also 
because of her innate understanding of 
what makes a great story. She’s going to 
bring a lot of fantastic new writers and 
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A ProgreSSive oASiS— 
The NaTioN At the loS AngeleS 

timeS FeStivAl oF BookS

The Nation booth at 2011 LA Book Festival
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F or one warm spring weekend in Los 
Angeles, The Nation had a thriving 
West Coast outpost. Faithful readers 
crowded shoulder-to-shoulder with 
neophytes and (gasp!) lapsed sub-

scribers, drawn in by our vibrant booth at 
the Los Angeles Times Festival of Books. 

Tempted by a hearty selection of lit-
erature, free magazines, stickers, and pins 
with slogans like “Leave No CEO Behind” 
and “Surveillance Undermines Liberty,” 
many stayed to share a laugh of agreement 
or a story of disappointment in America’s 
political leadership.

The Nation’s corner of the University 
of Southern California campus became 
a marketplace of ideas that weekend. 
Among more than 300 booths, vendors, 
and stages, it was a place where a love 
of reading and a passion for societal 
change wove together tightly. Though doz-

ens of people stopped by simply to express 
thanks to The Nation and Nation Books for 
a longstanding commitment to indepen-
dent coverage and critique, others related 
to a young father’s exclamation as he 
passed: “I can’t read you guys anymore! It 
makes me too upset!”

Some visitors were truly livid, like one 
bespectacled young man who described 
in great detail his desire to punch former 
President George W. Bush in the face. A 
middle-aged woman with a cheery disposi-
tion said she would “see me with the survi-
vors” after the coming societal catastrophe 
she envisioned. An aging union organizer 
spoke with sad eyes about the erosion of 
workers’ rights in America.

There were light moments, too. Several 
adult readers became kids again meeting 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author and journalist 
Chris Hedges, Nation editor and publisher 

ideas to our pages.”
Liliana will help The Nation continue to 

focus on the very serious injustices that too 
often recede into the background. “Seeing 
the quiet and easy reauthorization of The 
Patriot Act recently,” she said, “reminded 
me of how controversial these ideas, that 
have now been embraced by both parties, 
once were. We need to remind ourselves—

and our readers—that we are the ones 
who will fight back against this erosion of 
democracy, even as we cover, as we must, 
the often sordid daily events that come out 
of electoral politics.” n

Sarah Arnold is business assistant at 
The Nation and a student at the CUNY 
Graduate Center.

Katrina vanden Heuvel, and celebrated 
author, journalist and USC professor Robert 
Scheer, among others.

Browsing the political buttons, a young 
daughter asked her father, “Daddy, what’s 
empire?” The smiling dad replied, “I’ll 
explain it to you later. It’ll take a while 
though.” A strong sense of common pur-
pose united the book lovers who came to 
celebrate literacy and civic participation, 
though every hour someone would stop in to 
ask, “So... You’re a liberal magazine, right?” 

The festival’s coincidence with May Day 
meant that several thousand marchers took 
over nearby downtown L.A. on Sunday, part 
of an annual demonstration for immigrants’ 

rights. It was fitting for that kind of large-
scale public action to frame the week-
end, though the crowds were not nearly 
as large as organizers had anticipated. 
Unmet expectations were indeed a running 
theme that weekend: disappointment that 
President Obama’s policies don’t feel dif-
ferent enough from those of his predeces-
sor; disappointment about the persistently 
sad state of the American economy; disap-
pointment in generations of young people 
who aren’t as active in politics as their 
forebears were; a sense that our political 
and economic leaders do not care about us.

And yet, student after student grabbed 
buttons, stickers and magazines, reading 
quietly to themselves before sailing back out 
into the world. High school teachers picked 
up materials to share with their classes. 
A uniformed LAPD officer and his partner 
spent several minutes perusing the books 
before selecting one for purchase. Veteran 
activists passed stories on to the next gen-
eration of rabble-rousers. Yes, the tempo-
rary outpost served the community and us 
well. It became a little place in the shade 
where L.A. could rally around The Nation, 
a refreshing stop for many who have been 
working in the heat a long time. n

Kevin Douglas Grant is a Deputy Editor 
at GlobalPost and has an M.A. in Online 
Journalism from USC’s Annenberg School.
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tAlk…tAlk…tAlk…
Join a local Nation Associates discussion group or join the discussion online 
at socialnetwork.thenation.com. Contact the group coordinator in your 
area listed below. If you are interested in starting your own group, contact 
Joliange Wright at 212-209-5427 or associates@thenation.com. If you know 
of active groups that are not listed here, please let Joliange know.

Arizona
	 •		Tucson Area w Dave w 520-885-4767 w dave.seifert@yahoo.com

CALIFORNIA
	 •		Carmel w Ruth Smith w 831-620-1303
	 •		San Jose w Lois w 408-365-1286 w loisalbq@yahoo.com
	 •		Orange County w Allan Beek w 949-548-4183 or 949-645-1419 w abeek@flash.net
	 •		Pleasanton w John Haas w supervalue10@aol.com
	 •		San Diego w Julie/Bill Saltman w 858-259-5690 w saltman@nethere.com
	 •		San Fernando Valley (Studio City) w Herb Adelman w 818-762-5156 
	 •		San Francisco w Evelyn Hess w evilhess@gmail.com
	 •		Sonoma w Gail Jonas w 707-431-8451 w gejonas@sonic.net
	 •		West LA/Santa Monica w Zachary Sandler w 310-391-1707

COLORADO
	 •		East Denver w Hank Lamport w lamports4@msn.com

CONNECTICUT
	 •		Hartford w Suzi Smith w 860-693-8549 w suzismith4@comcast.net 

DELAWARE
	 •		Dover w Bruce Dudley w 302-697-6057

DC
	 •		Washington, DC w Bob Griss w 703-639-0437 w bgrisscdh@aol.com

FLORIDA
	 •		Bradenton/Sarasota w Herbert Young w 941-966-5206 w hcyoung1@comcast.net
	 •		Brandon w Mary MacArthur w 813-689-8859 w don127@verizon.net

GEORGIA
	 •		Atlanta Metro (Stone Mountain) w John McDonough w 770-594-8097
	 •		Valdosta w Matthew Richard w mateodega@hotmail.com

HAWAII
	 •	Hilo w Bob and Nan Sumner-Mack w 808-315-7031 w rsm4@earthlink.net

IDAHO
	 •		Idaho Falls w Sandra and Merrick Brow w 208-524-6230 w sandybrow@earthlink.net

INDIANA
	 •	Indianapolis w Brad Lorton w 317-919-4622 w lortonb@netscape.net

ILLINOIS
	 •		West Suburban Chicago w Bill Barclay/Peg Strobel w 708-386-1371 w  

chocolatehouse@sbcglobal.net
	 •		Chicago City w June Dreznick w 312-670-0966 w jdreznick@earthlink.net

MASSACHUSETTS
	 •		Boston Area w Sam Pilato w sam@alcover.arlington.ma.us
	 •		Northfield w Louise Hoff w 413-498-5830 w louisehoff2@yahoo.com

‘An iSlAnd 
oF SAnity 
And reASon’
The Nation Discussion Group 
from Northern New Jersey 
filed the following dispatch.

A t 7:30 p.m. on the last Thursday 
of each month, you’ll find a group 
of folks gathering with anticipation 
to share ideas developed since our 
last North Jersey Nation discussion 

group meeting. And so it has happened 
since October of 2003. We ebb and 
flow in numbers, ranging from 5 to 21 
people at any one time. Our tempo and 
determination vary not only by those in 
attendance, but also by what is happening 
politically. When Barack Obama was run-
ning for president, the energy level was 
magical; his election brought a night of 
celebration to our group.

We routinely address challenges felt by 
each of us: How do we attract more partici-
pants? How can we diversify the group in 
terms of ethnicity, race, religion, and age? 
How do we dig out the essence of the prob-
lems our country faces, rather than throw-
ing out the same old clichéd responses? 
How can we help the Democratic Party 
understand how to behave? Would it be 
good to invite some ‘right of center’ folks 
to join our group? If others across the 
country have grappled with some of these 
same issues, we’d love to hear your ideas 
and solutions. 

Participants describe their experiences 
below, in their own words:

Clara: There is a disappointment in President 
Obama and the Democratic Party. Rather 
than being leaders for change, both the pres-
ident and the party appear to have accept-
ed the right-wing Republican agenda with 
minor modifications. We still have President 
Obama defenders but most of the people 
express disappointment. We do recognize 
that the media in its so-called “objectivity” 
has been much more supportive of privatiza-
tion and the move to the right, which has 
made it difficult for liberals to explain them-
selves. For example, in the same edition of 
the New York Times, 300 Tea Partiers made 
the front page, while about 250,000 march-
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MICHIGAN
	 •		Grand Ledge w Richard Currier w 517-627-4591 w richardc@michcom.net

MISSOURI
	 •		Kansas City w Janelle Gann-Austin w 816-734-5044 w jgannaustin@yahoo.com

NEVADA
	 •		Las Vegas w Harold Barling w 702-736-6905

NEW JERSEY
	 •		North Jersey w Trudy Anschuetz  w 973-981-1003 w tgoblue1@comcast.net
	 •		Bridgewater/Somerville w Ned Fergusson w 908-295-8377 w rail128@aol.com

NEW YORK
	 •		Long Island (Huntington) w John Valenti w 631-549-3926

NORTH CAROLINA
	 •		Brevard w Jim Keenen or Don Richardson w 828-883-3013/828-884-3435  

w gaia@citcom.net
	 •		Chapel Hill w Miriam Thompson w 919-370-4114 w mthompson015@nc.rr.com

NEW HAMpSHIRE 
	 •	Hanover w Susanne  w 603-643-2560 w dovetree1830@yahoo.com

OHIO
	 •		Cincinnati w Judith/Herbert Shapiro w 513-861-4641

OKLAHOMA
	 •		Central Oklahoma w Dyrinda Tyson-Jones w 405-265-0191

OREGON
	 •		Portland/Vancouver w Mark Stephan w 971-645-9113 w stephanm68@yahoo.com

pENNSYLVANIA
	 •		Philadelphia/Delaware/Chester Cos. w John Liebau w 610-544-6328 w  

johnliebau@aol.com

RHODE ISLAND
	 •		Westerly w Patricia Hval w 401-596-9341 

SOUTH CAROLINA
	 •		Rock Hill/Fort Mill w Wayne Clark w 803-327-6594 w addgroup@comporium.net

TENNESSEE
	 •		Memphis w Heidi Kenaga w heidikenaga@yahoo.com
	 •		Nashville w Howard Romaine w hromaine@gmail.com

VERMONT
	 •		Burlington w Gene Bergman w 802-658-6289 
	 •		Southwestern Vermont w Robert Silverman w 802-464-5149 w  

wallaby1234@yahoo.com

VIRGINIA
	 •	Richmond	w Wayne Young w 804-232-8521 w youngwayne88838@aol.com

WASHINGTON
	 •		Cheney/Spokane Area w Gil Murray w 509-235-1574 
	 •		Gig Harbor w Bill Nerin w 253-851-8888 w nerin@comcast.net

WISCONSIN
	 •		Madison w Helen Aarli w 608-244-0787 w h.aarli@earthlink.net

ers for immigrant rights got buried.

Jackie: We are frustrated and angry, but 
the tide seems to be turning! The mass 
demonstrations in Wisconsin seem to have 
generated many people to participate in 
our democracy. That’s the way democracy 
works best, when all citizens participate.

Jimmy: Another related subject that we carry 
on about in our meetings is Joe Dummy 
Voter. My God! He votes against his best 
interests and we must somehow educate 
him. And the evidence is growing that J. D. 
V. is dumber than ever. But why shouldn’t 
he be, in our technological age, where he is 
drowning in so much information, how can 
he concentrate? Concentration is the main 
ingredient of mental brightness. A phrase 
I recently heard, “skim deep,” says it all 
regarding most of the research done now 
by students and others using technological 
devices. Whenever I can, I encourage the 
young to read and to be themselves. It’s 
a difficult thing to do, against the billions 
spent on promo and advertising which try 
to make our young less than they are. 
Occasionally, I win a small victory. So will 
I vote? Of course I will, because when I 
step onto the sidewalk from my apartment 
building, I am only 98 steps from the vot-
ing booth. 

Sandy: I joined the discussion group 5 
years ago. It’s really good to be involved 
with others that share my concerns regard-
ing our country and political leaders; I 
don’t have the opportunity to do so with 
most of the people in my life. We all come 
from different backgrounds, ages and lev-
els of education; we have a lot to learn from 
one another.

Rita: Our group is a microcosm of the 
national social landscape. We are drowning 
in the tsunami of issues, more issues, info-
glut, conflicting and untrustworthy media, 
nearly disappeared community-based activ-
ities and time poverty, which makes it hard 
to know or trust any individual institution.

Although we freely speak in our group, it 
seems less nourishing, less connected to the 
events in the real world. There is so much 
loss of hope in this countrywide atmosphere 
of irrational dissent. The Nation is one of our 
small islands of sanity and reason. In the 
end, we mostly have a good time! n

To share your thoughts with the Northern New 
Jersey group, contact Trudy Anschuetz at 973-
981-1003 or TGOBLUE1@COMCAST.NET.



The Nation Associate. Fall 20118

w w w. thenation.com/associates

The Nation Associate. Summer 20118

w w w. thenation.com/associates

CrACking the Code

I remember when I first managed to 
complete a Nation crossword puzzle. 
More than a quarter-century ago, my 
girlfriend and I would sometimes put 
our heads together at breakfast and get 

through about a third of one of Frank W. 
Lewis’s devilishly brilliant creations. Then 
one Saturday, some time after I came to 
The Nation in 1986 as typesetter, I was 
unable to fill in a couple squares in the 
New York Times (noncryptic) puzzle, break-

ing a run of perfect scores. To assuage my 
wounded ego, I forced myself to finish that 
crazy thing in The Nation. This impetuous 
act seems to have permanently altered my 
brain chemistry, because after that day I 
was consistently able to replicate the feat. 
It soon became one of my official tasks to 
work the puzzle a couple weeks in advance 
of publication—if only so I could explain to 
Judith Long, the editor in charge of Frank’s 
puzzles, how a particular answer followed 
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second week in September, with each counting as two issues delivered to subscribers) by The Nation Company, L.P. © 2011 in the U.S.A. by The Nation Company, L.P., 33 Irving Place, 

New York, NY 10003. (212) 209-5400. Washington Bureau: Suite 308, 110 Maryland  Avenue N.E., Washington, DC 20002. (202) 546-2239. Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY, and 

at additional mailing offices.  Sub scription orders, changes of address and all subscription inquiries: The Nation, PO Box 37853, Boone, IA 50037-0853, or call 1-800-333-8536. Publications 

Mail Agreement No: 40041477. Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Bleuchip International, PO Box 25542, London, ON N6C 6B2. Canada Post: Publications Mail Agreement No.: 

40612608. When  ordering a subscription, please allow 4-6 weeks for receipt of your first issue and for all subscription transactions. Basic annual subscription price: $79 for 47 issues. Back is-

sues $6 prepaid ($8 foreign) from: The Nation, 33  Ir ving Place, New York, NY 10003. The Nation is available on microfilm from:  University  Microfilms, 300 North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, 

MI 48106. Member, Audit Bureau of  Circu  lations. POST MASTER: Send address changes to The Nation, PO Box 37853, Boone, IA 50037-0853. Printed in U.S.A. on recycled paper.

JOSHUA KOSMAN AND HENRI PICCIOTTO

Puzzle No. 3198
The Nation.

38

 June 27, 2011

ACROSS
 1 Naan, say, acquired with rent money? (9)
 6 Two companies meet with a hot drink (5)
 9 Tea is liquor’s twin (7)
10 Gloomier pass in boggy terrain (7)
11 Transported unwrapped sketch (5)
12 Mellowed product from an athletic duck? (5,4)13 Deviate from answer vehemently (6)
14 Ray, at night, tossing a bone when Mother is around (8)

16 Celebrity: “My urinal is disgusting!” (8)
18 Hunky guy meets nymph in workshop (6)
20 Retires unexpectedly, gets booed (4,2,3)
23 Quality of being observant, like Mondrian? (5)24 Mutant locust devours one eye doctor (7)
25 Engineer antes up payment “in the high two figures” (7)26 Vehicle was low (5)

ACROSS 1 & 29 FRANK (candid) + L (styLish) + EWIS (wise anag.) 4 EXP + LOITER 9 anag. 10 & 12 T(HEN)EXT + GENE + RATION 11 [s]TORE 13 & 18 2 defs. 15 “my asthma” 17 SPHI + N + X (ship anag.) 22 END O(F AN) ERA (read one anag.) 24 init. letters 26 “nude eel” 27 anag. 28 MISS TATER
DOWN 1 F + RANT + IC 2 AFTER-(MAT)H (father anag.) 3 hidden 4 EL (G)RECO (Creole anag.) 5 2 defs.6 anag. 7 anag. 8 hidden 14 anag.16 S(CAR)ECROW (cowers anag.) 17 anag. 19 HA + RDIER (Rider anag.) 20 DON + A + TES (rev.) 21 ANKL + ET (lank anag.) 23 D + OWNS 25 hidden

SOLUTION TO PUZZLE NO. 3197

FRANK~EXPLOITERR~F~N~L~A~P~R~OARTSONG~THENEXTN~E~T~R~T~R~V~UTORE~GENERATIONI~M~~~C~R~T~~~DCHANGEOF~MIASMA~~T~E~~~~~N~C~~SPHINX~THEGUARDT~~~U~A~A~~~R~OENDOFANERA~JEANR~O~L~K~D~S~C~ANEWDEAL~INHERITU~N~C~E~E~U~O~EMISSTATER~LEWIS

27 What a builder might know: where to find “complain” and “fish” in the dictionary (9)

DOWN
 1 Reckons fruit with deceptive ruse (7)
 2 Gold stitching covers double strand to an excessive degree (2,7)
 3 E is for “Eroica” (10,5)
 4 Seven, plus one soldier in the ascendant (5) 5 Tenor’s mask concealing hint of grin (7)
 6 Mathematical construct to do an air traffic controller’s job (10,5)
 7 Two Greek characters discussed Middle Eastern city (5)

 8 In the morning hours, friend is AWOL, for instance (7)15 Nest lured cuckoo, and this is what emerged (3,6)16 Space for French newlywed? (7)
17 Mechanical rifle with bit of occasional twitch (7)19 Strange—a bishop’s domain is mentioned in ancient poem (7)
21 Furnish a witty quote online (5)
22 Perform for each druggie (5)

1`2`3`4`5~6`7`8`~`~`~`~`~`~`~`9``````~0```````~`~`~`~`~`~`~`-````~=`````````~`~`~~~`~`~~~`q`````~w````e``~~`~`~~~~~`~`~~r`````t`~y````u`~~~`~`~~~`~`~`i`o`````p~[`````~`~`~`~`~`~`~`]``````~\```````~`~`~`~`~`~`~`a````~s````````

The authors explain “How to Work The Nation’s Cryptic Puzzles” atthenation.com/article/160935/solving-nations-cryptic-crosswords.

06_27 Crossword.indd   38
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from its clue. (I should add that eventu-
ally—it took some years! —Judy learned to 
work the puzzles herself.)

After Frank’s retirement at the end of 
2009 — a year before his untimely death 
at age 98—it was hard for Judy and me to 
even think about replacing him. We marked 
time with classics from Frank’s sixty-two-
year tenure (mainly from the 1970s) and 
were heartened by the response to the 
contest to select his successor—as well as 
by the buzz it generated among a puzzle 
subculture that was more populous than 
we had imagined. Finally, in the issue of 
June 20, 2011, the crack team of Joshua 
Kosman and Henri Picciotto picked up 
where Frank left off, with Puzzle No. 3197.

Joshua and Henri bring to their inven-
tions the erudition, culture and wide-
ranging interests that one associates with 
Lewis, as well as comparable impish 
wit and a similar propensity for truly 
awful (i.e., great) puns. As someone who 
has occasionally tried to work les mots 
croisés in Le Canard Enchaîné, I am 
also impressed by the fact that Henri’s 
first language is not English but French. 
Joshua and Henri will, of course, also 
have their idiosyncrasies. One difference 
that has already become evident is the use 
of common abbreviations such as “t” for 
“time” without the kind of hint that Frank 
would invariably provide (e.g., “a little 
time”). Those familiar with only Frank’s 
puzzles will have to adjust, though Joshua 
and Henri’s practice is consistent with 
universal cryptic puzzle norms. They have 
kindly provided an online guide to fathom-
ing their meaning (www.thenation.com/
puzzle-rules) and we have redesigned the 
puzzle page to include, at their request, 
explanations for the clues. Be on the 
lookout for another innovation: the first 
themed puzzle is to appear soon!

Those still scratching their heads, and 
fanatics unsated by the weekly puzzle, will 
soon be able to consult Joshua and Henri’s 
new crossword blog at the TheNation.com. 
And we’re looking into making it possible 
to work the puzzle online. That’s Joshua 
and Henri’s idea again—they are drag-
ging us into the twenty-first century! So if 
you’ve never tried the Nation crossword, 
it’s never been easier… which doesn’t 
mean that it can’t drive you crazy. Be 
brave, give it a try. You, too, may find it a 
mind-altering experience. n

Sandy McCroskey is producer/web copy 
editor at The Nation.
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A sports issue? Though a special 
Nation sports issue is not without 
precedent—there was one published 
in the summer of 1998—the idea 
of The Nation taking on sports still 

comes as a surprise to many people.
Since becoming our first sports cor-

respondent four years ago, Dave Zirin has 
become one of the TheNation.com’s most 
popular writers and the only commenta-
tor who regularly talks about politics and 
sports on the national airwaves. 

But Nation sports coverage has a far older 
pedigree. In a 1930 essay titled “American 
Sports and American Life” John Tunis wrote, 
“Over-organization has throttled the real 
spirit of sport, the feeling of the game for 
the game’s sake. It has substituted in place 
of this spirit not merely a desire for victory, 
but an alarming insistence on winning. The 
American attitude toward athletics is simply 
a part of the general attitude toward life in 
this country, the belief that civilization con-

sists chiefly in bigger and better Buicks.”
And on March 1, 1941, Curt Reiss tied 

war and sports together: “It wasn’t Hitler 
who started using sports as a preparation 
for war in Germany. It was most probably 
General Ludendorff. In October 1914, a 
proclamation was read in all German public 
schools ordering that five minutes of each 
recess period be devoted to running prac-
tice. The general staff had decided that one 
of the reasons for the defeat on the Mane 
had been the inability of German soldiers 
to retreat fast enough. German schoolboys 
now had seven hours of gymnastics weekly, 
instead of two, as before.”

The Nation also lauded Jackie Robinson’s 
breaking of the color barrier in Major 
League Baseball, protested the unfairness 
of Cassius Clay’s prison sentence for draft 
resistance, and celebrated John Carlos 
and Tommie Smith’s courage in the 1968 
Olympics in Mexico City. 

Given this history and considering the 

the SPirit oF SPort
Summer 2011 Nation Special Sports Issue
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more to love At  
thenAtion.Com

S pring was an exciting season at 
TheNation.com, and we’re carrying 
the energy over into summer. Our 
online community grew by leaps and 
bounds, not only on our own site, but 

also on Facebook, on Twitter, and at The 
Nation’s own social networking site (social-
network.thenation.com). And Richard Kim, 

formerly The Nation’s senior editor has 
become executive editor of TheNation 
.com, bringing his boundless energy, enthu-
siasm, smarts and savvy to The Nation’s 
web content.

What do our new readers and followers 
love? We’ve added three fantastic new 
bloggers. George Zornick, recently of Think 

many ways in which sports, politics, and 
class intersect, we decided to enlist Zirin’s 
help in planning a special sports issue for 
the summer of 2011—not coincidentally a 
time when two of the country’s major sports 
leagues are locking out their employees in 
fierce labor battles. 

What we came up with is a package of 
articles that, we hope, smartly address-
es some of the central areas in which 
sports, politics and culture intersect, and 
helps demonstrate the underlying joy and 
empowerment sports can provide. 

Sports-writing legend Robert Lipsyte 
explores how the values and definitions of 
the sports arena have become dominant 
themes in our national life, for better or 
worse (mostly worse); former NFL tight end 
Nate Jackson decries the huge problems in 
the way athletes are injured in pursuit of 
short-term profit on the part of ownership; 
sports blogger Will Leitch argues that aver-
age sports fans are now better educated 
on every aspect of sports; roller-derby star 
Diane Williams explains how her sport has 
emerged as a center of competitiveness, 
exercise, and empowerment; former foot-
ball player Dave Meggyesy unpacks the 

NFL labor strife; labor reporter Ari Paul 
details the NBA’s labor strife; Mary Jo Kane 
explains why sex sells sex, not women’s 
sports; Sherry Wolf demonstrates that the 
once-hermetically-sealed locker-room clos-
et is slowly beginning to crack open, thanks 
to the efforts of young people aided by vet-
eran LGBT athletes; and Neil DeMaus asks: 
with the economic evidence clear, why do 
new sports facilities have such a hold on 
local elected officials coast to coast?

 We also have a forum asking leading 
writers, actors and activists to tell us who 
their favorite sports heroes were growing 
up, and why. Participants include Ralph 
Nader, Jennifer Egan, David Remnick, 
Adam Gopnik, Bob Herbert, John Sayles, 
Jane Mayer and  Cecile Richards.

Please check it all out in The Nation’s 
August 15/22, 2011 issue, and online at 
TheNation.com you can find interviews, 
videos, slide shows and a forum in which 
you can tell us what you think of our inter-
est in sports.  n 

Peter Rothberg is associate publisher of 
special projects at The Nation.

TheNation.com executive editor Richard Kim.
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Progress, is now blogging daily from our DC 
bureau. His recent must-reads include cov-
erage of Afghanistan hearings in Washington 
D.C., Republican attempts to water down 
flight safety regulation, and Democrat Kathy 
Hochul’s upset win in New York’s 26th 
Congressional district.

Dana Goldstein, an education policy 
reporter who also covers women’s issues, 
public health, and American politics, 
is now blogging weekly on TheNation.
com.  Her first post, “Jill Abramson, 
Feminist Journalist,” is an appreciation of 
the dogged reporting on the struggle for 
women’s equality that has been a corner-
stone of the new New York Times execu-
tive editor’s career. You may recognize 
Dana’s name from a number of features 
she has contributed to the print maga-
zine, including a thoughtful review of the 
charter schools documentary “Waiting for 
Superman” that continues to draw hun-
dreds of readers months after publication.

Jamelle Bouie has also joined our cadre 
of bloggers.  He’s a regular at The American 
Prospect’s TAPPED blog, and is now writ-
ing at TheNation.com, too, with a focus 
on elections and the push for campaign 
finance reform.

Our new regular podcast, Nation 
Conversations, features editors talking to 
Nation writers about the back-story to their 
recent articles. Latest episodes include Betsy 
Reed and Dana Goldstein on vocational 
education, Roane Carey and Ari Berman on 
Elizabeth Warren and the CFPB, and Bryce 
Covert and me, Emily Douglas, on what credit 
card re-regulation will mean for women.

And finally, we recently inaugurated 
Lived History (http://www.thenation.com/
article/157534/lived-history), a section of 
TheNation.com designed to remember and 
pay tribute to the dearly departed that 
made important contributions to better-
ing our world. Each week we feature a 
remembrance of a member of the progres-
sive community, whether well known or 
obscure, whose remarkable contributions 
demand recognition. Please submit your 
ideas for tributees at: http://www.thenation.
com/lived-history-submissions.

Get more of what you love about 
TheNation.com by following us on Facebook 
and Twitter and joining our The Nation 
Social Network! And see you online.  n

Emily Douglas is web editor at The Nation.

FeAtured 
ASSoCiAte
Everything’s 
Coming up 
Gladiolas

S pring came early this year at The 
Nation when the mailman brought 
us a bright pink envelope covered 
with stickers: smiley faces, dai-
sies and ladybugs. Nation staffers 

looked at the envelope and knew right 
away it could only have come from one 
person: Gladiola Flowers.

A true original, the “84-years feisty” 
Gladiola lives in Olympia, Washington, 
where she reads each issue of The Nation 
cover to cover, often until 5 a.m. “It keeps 
me sane,” wrote Gladiola. “The USA has 
just gone back 50 years. Hello Birchers.” 

We treasure her correspondence for its 
warmth, humor and indomitable spirit. 
But her most recent missive turned her 
into an office celebrity. Gladiola asked 
us to autograph the letter and send it 
back to her, and we happily obliged. 
(Our autographs? You got it!) The letter 

especially impressed copy chief Judy 
Long—so much that she decided to 
launch a campaign.

A faithful annual contributor to The 
Nation Associates, Gladiola laments in her 
letters not being able to give more, “after 
bus transportation, Goodwill clothes, 
vodka…” “When I read Gladiola’s note,” 
says Judy, “I thought, what a hot ticket, 
as people of her generation used to say. 
So I e-mailed the staff for donations to 
the Vodka for Feisty Old Broads Fund. We 
should all be like Gladiola in our 80s.”

Gladiola sent us a letter thanking us for 
the vodka and telling us it had made her 
the envy of the nursing home! It came in 
a bright pink envelope, but this time it 
was covered in bunnies, chicks and Easter 
eggs. “With a name like Gladiola,” she 
jokes, “I may be a perennial.” n

If you would like to be a featured 
Nation Associate, please email:
associates@thenation.com 
or call 212-209-5427 
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Former nAtion internS, 
Writing here And there

A s one might expect, many Nation 
interns go on to careers in writing 
and reporting. Whether it’s for The 
Nation or TheNation.com, or numer-
ous other outlets, former Nation 

interns’ bylines can be found everywhere. 
Here’s a look at what some former interns 
have been writing recently.

In the pages of The Nation
Eyal Press, a 1994 intern who is now a 

Nation contributing writer, wrote a piece 
for the May 2 issue of The Nation that 
tackled the idea of GDP as a measure of a 
nation’s well-being. Ari Berman, an intern 
in 2003 who is also now a Nation contrib-
uting writer, most recently looked at the 
bank lobby’s attack on Elizabeth Warren for 
the June 20 issue. Also in that issue was 
a piece by Liliana Segura, a 2005 Nation 
intern who was recently named associate 
editor of The Nation. Segura interviewed 
Michelle Alexander, author of The New 
Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age 
of Colorblindness. Akiva Gottlieb, a 2007 
Nation intern and current PhD candidate 
in English Literature at the University of 
Michigan, now writes short DVD reviews of 
under-appreciated and unknown films for 
The Nation’s Books & Arts section. Jennifer 
O’Mahony, 2010 Nation intern, wrote about 
Britain’s austerity cuts for the April 4 
issue. Rachel Bolten, who interned with The 
Nation this past spring, wrote about how 
Maine’s governor, Paul LePage, removed a 
mural of workers from Maine’s Department 
of Labor in the July 18/25 issue.

On TheNation.com
George Zornick, a 2005 Nation intern, 

is now blogging at TheNation.com as 
our DC reporter. Robert S. Eshelman, a 
Nation intern in 2008, has been writ-
ing regularly for TheNation.com on envi-
ronmental issues. Eshelman is reporting 
from Egypt this summer with a fellowship 
from Columbia, where he’ll begin gradu-
ate studies in science journalism this 

fall. Joanna Chiu, a 2010 Nation intern 
and soon-to-be Columbia graduate student 
in journalism, interviewed Katha Pollitt 
about generational shifts in feminism, 
for our website. While interning here in 
the spring of 2011, Sara Jerving, who 
just accepted a position at the Center for 
Media and Democracy in Wisconsin, wrote 
regularly about student activism. 

Beyond The Nation
Elizabeth Kolbert, a Nation intern in 

1984 and a staff writer at The New Yorker 
since 1999, continues to write extensively 
on climate change, among other topics, 
for that magazine. A 1987 Nation intern, 
Michael Tomasky recently announced he 
was leaving The Guardian to be a spe-
cial correspondent for Newsweek/The Daily 
Beast. Tomasky is also the editor-in-chief 
of Democracy. Jeff Sharlet, a 1993 Nation 
intern, is now a contributing editor for 
Harper’s and Rolling Stone and the author 
of several books. Sharlet recently won the 
Molly National Journalism Prize for his 
piece in Harper’s on the role American 
evangelicals played in seeding Uganda’s 
anti-gay bill. In June, Meredith Clark, who 
interned at The Nation in 2005 and is now 
an assistant editor at Rolling Stone, wrote 
a piece for AlterNet on Scott Walker’s 
continued assault on Wisconsin’s working 
class. Also on AlterNet, 2009 intern Sarah 
Jaffe, who now works as an independent 
political journalist and feminist pop-culture 
critic, wrote a piece looking at the chal-
lenges recent college graduates face. A 
2010 intern, Michael Tracey, wrote a piece 
for Reason magazine’s June 2011 issue 
tackling the restrictions New Jersey places 
on young drivers. Kevin Gosztola, who was 
a web intern in the spring of 2011, is now 
blogging regularly for Firedoglake. n

Kate Murphy is research director/assistant 
editor at The Nation. Know anyone who 
might make a good Nation intern? E-mail 
Kate at kate@thenation.com.

and

A PORTION OF
THE PROCEEDS GO
TO THE NATION!

www.thenation.com/upg

Plessy or Ferguson? 
See the winners and the 
losers in over 30 famous
U.S. Supreme Court cases! 

The losers 
disappear, 
revealing 
the winners
of  each of  
these landmark 
court cases!



The Nation Associate. Fall 201114

w w w. thenation.com/associates

The Nation Associate. Summer 201114

w w w. thenation.com/associates

Memorial and honorary gifts 
to The Nation are a meaningful 
way of honoring someone (a 
recent graduate, for example) 
or expressing your sympathy in 
times of loss. The Nation Legacy 
Group will see that an elegant 
card acknowledging your gift, 
supporting the work and future 
of The Nation, is sent according 
to your wishes. Simply send 
us your gift, the name of the 
person you wish to honor or 
memorialize, and the name and 
address of the person to whom 
the gift card should be sent. By 
making such a gift, you help 
ensure that both the principles 
we stand for and the forum in 
which we fight for them will be 
around for generations to come.

The Nation 
Legacy Group

33 IRVING PLACE, NEW YORK, NY 10003  
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A recent third-party study has found that 
The Nation is among the most influen-
tial magazines in its peer group.

According to the Erdos & Morgan 
Opinion Leader Study, which sur-

veys over half a million prominent leaders 
in government, business, law, education, 
media and other fields, The Nation out-
ranks opinion leader news publications 
like Politico, National Journal, Roll Call, 
The Hill, The Atlantic, Harper’s, The New 
Republic and Mother Jones in overall 
influence of key sectors like energy, the 
economy, healthcare, science and defense.

The study is primarily used by advertising 
agencies to gauge the number of influential 
individuals who read various publications; 
this information is then used to plan advo-
cacy campaigns. Administered by Erdos 
& Morgan, a 60-year-old media research 
company, the study asks opinion leaders—
designated as such by holding a professional 
position that shapes policy or professional 
accomplishments—what publications they 
read regularly or occasionally. The survey’s 
subjects are then asked if their work affects 
a range of policy issues, from national ener-
gy policy to military and defense spending.

The Nation employed a third party to ana-
lyze the survey’s results against a defined 
“peer set,” which included The Economist, 
The New Yorker, The Atlantic, The New 
Republic, Harper’s, Mother Jones, National 
Review, The Weekly Standard, The Hill, Roll 

Call, Politico, The Christian Science Monitor 
and The Week.

 “This is the set of magazines we are most 
frequently considered alongside for opin-
ion-leader and advocacy-advertising cam-
paigns,” says Ellen Bollinger, The Nation’s 
vice president of advertising. 

The results of the analysis are stunning. A 
larger number of opinion leaders rank The 
Nation as influential, credible, and enjoyable 
than they did any other peer magazine—save 
only The Economist, The New Yorker and The 
Atlantic, magazines with larger circulations 
and therefore a larger pool of readers who 
could term them as such.

Moreover, the analysis shows that The 
Nation’s readers have a measurable impact 
on policy issues. The Nation ranks third—
after The Economist and The New Yorker—
in overall influence on issues like alternative 
energy, environmental clean-up, labor stan-
dards, closing corporate tax loopholes, 
health-insurance reform, patients’ rights, 
safeguarding public education, arms control 
and counterterrorism.

In response to the results, The Nation’s 
associate publisher Peggy Randall said, 
“The study demonstrates that The Nation—
funded by Nation Associate dollars—is 
making a measureable impact upon those 
who influence legislation and policy.” n

Amanda Hale is advertising manager at 
The Nation.

Study FindS The NaTioN 
Among the moSt inFluentiAl 

mAgAzineS in AmeriCA 
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BookS…BookS…BookS…
The Nation Associate is pleased to offer books by Nation wri ters 
and editors at significant discounts.

NEW RELEASE

TROPIC OF CHAOS. By Christian 
Parenti. Retail $25.99. Associates $16. 
Combining historical research with on-

the-ground reporting, Christian Parenti shows 
how environmental crisis is colliding with 
the twin legacies of cold war militarism and 
unbridled free market economics causing 
fragile nations to disintegrate into failed 
states. “A richly investigated and original 
account of the role climate change is already 
playing in contemporary conflicts...” - Naomi 
Klein, author of The Shock Doctrine

DISCOUNTED BOOKS

The Victims Return: Survivors of the Gulag after 
Stalin. By Stephen F. Cohen, $13 

Blackwater: The Rise of the World’s Most Powerful 
Mercenary Army. By Jeremy Scahill, $11

A Matter of Opinion. By Victor Navasky, $17

Stephen Cohen, The Soviet Union and Russia. Tributes 
and Comments by Russian Colleagues, $13

Breaking the Sound Barrier. By Amy Goodman, $11

Come Home, America: The Rise and Fall 
(and Redeeming Promise) of Our Country. By 
William Greider, $16

The Mind-Body Problem. By Katha Pollitt, $15

Meltdown: How Greed and Corruption Shattered 
Our Financial System and How We Can Recover.
By Katrina vanden Heuvel, $11

The Nation Guide to the Nation. By Richard 
Lingeman and the editors of The Nation, $13

Letters From Young Activists: Today’s Rebels 
Speak Out. By Dan Berger, Chesa Boudin & 
Kenyon Farrow, $6

Cinema Nation: The Best Writing on Film from The 
Nation, 1912–2000. Carl Bromley (Editor), $5

Guerrilla Radio: Rock’n’Roll Radio and Serbia’s 
Underground Resistance. By Matthew Collin, $5

I’d Hate Myself in the Morning: A Memoir. By 
Ring Lardner Jr., $8

These United States. John Leonard (Editor), $13

BOOK ORDER FORM
Name  _____________________________________________________
Address  ___________________________________________________
City  __________________________  State  _______  ZIP  __________
Please send the following titles:

TITLE  # OF COPIES TOTAL PRICE
 ________________________________   ___________  $ ___________
 ________________________________   ___________  $ ___________
 ________________________________   ___________  $ ___________
 ________________________________   ___________  $ ___________
 ________________________________   ___________  $ ___________
P & H: $4 for first book; $2 each additional  $ ___________
Sales tax: 8.375% New York State residents only  $ ___________

TOTAL  $ ___________

I am paying by:

■ Check

■ Visa/MC/AMEX # ________________________  Exp. Date  ________

 Signature  ________________________________________

Attach additional sheets if needed. Offers are good while supplies last. 
Orders should be mailed to The Nation, Book Orders, 33 Irving Place, 
New York, NY 10003, e-mailed to mary@thenation.com. 

Cryptic Crosswords from The Nation. By 
Frank Lewis, $11

Don’t You Know There’s a War On? The American Home 
Front, 1941–1945. By Richard Lingeman, $10

The Dictionary of Republicanisms. By Katrina 
vanden Heuvel, $12

Blue Dixie: Awakening the South’s Democratic 
Majority. By Bob Moser, $18

Brushes With History: Writing on Art From 
The Nation: 1865-2001. Peter G. Meyer 
(Editor), $10

Eight O’Clock Ferry to the Windward Side: 
Seeking Justice in Guantánamo Bay. By Clive 
Stafford Smith, $19

Less Safe, Less Free: Why America Is Losing 
the War on Terror. By David Cole and Jules 
Lobel, $19

Collateral Damage: America’s War Against Iraqi 
Civilians. By Chris Hedges and Laila Al-Arian, $15

Hubris: The Inside Story of Spin, Scandal, and 
the Selling of the Iraq War. By David Corn and 
Michael Isikoff, $20

Voices of the Chicago Eight. By Tom Hayden, Ron 
Sossi, Frank Condon, $11

Fired! By Annabelle Gurwitch, $13

Rising Powers, Shrinking Planet. By Michael 
T. Klare, $16

The Man Who Pushed America to War. By 
Aram Roston, $17

Selling Women Short. By Liza Featherstone, $11

After the New Economy. By Doug Henwood, $12
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TEN THINGS

YOU CAN DO TO

SUPPORT THE NATION

WITHOUT SPENDING A DIME

1 Follow @TheNation on 
Twitter and share (tweet 

or retweet, as it’s known in 
Twitter-speak) links to recent 
Nation articles, videos and slide 
shows to your followers.

2 Become a fan of  The 
Nation on Facebook. If  

you’re a member of  Facebook, 
you can go to facebook.
com/TheNationMagazine 
and join the nearly 18,000 
other users who “like” us.

3 Become a member of  the 
Nation community online 

by going to TheNation.com/
community and clicking “Sign 
Up.” You can recommend or 

comment on articles and videos 
and participate in weekly polls.

4 Download NationNow, the 
free app that brings every 

Nation blogger to your iPhone. 
Available for download from iTunes, 
this free application provides up-to-
the-minute coverage as our writers 
and editors post to the website. 
Go to TheNation.com/50ways, 
scroll down to iPad and iPhone 
and follow the link to iTunes. 

5 Join The Nation’s own 
social network, nation-

discussion.ning.com, and start 
communicating with other 
Nation Associates, editors and 
writers; start your own blog; 
post links; and take part in one 
of  the many spirited debates.

6 E-mail Nation articles 
to a progressive friend or a 

conservative foe by hitting the 
“E-mail” link next to any story 
on TheNation.com and fill-
ing out the form provided.

7 Participate in a Take Action 
campaign at TheNation.

com/community. By going to 

our community page and click-
ing “Support This” under each 
campaign, you can learn more 
and take part in some of  the 
causes supported by The Nation.

8 Sign up for EmailNation, a 
biweekly guide to The Nation 

featuring breaking news, recent 
blog posts, invitations to events, and 
notices of  when Nation writers and 
editors appear on television. Go 
to TheNation.com/nation-email-
subscription-center to sign up.

9   Start or join a discussion 
group in your area. Engage 

with other like-minded individuals 
in your area by participating in a 
Nation discussion group. Visit 
http://donate.TheNation.com/
discussion-groups/ for more infor-
mation on how to get involved.

10Help us populate our 
online progressive cal-

endar by telling us about events 
in your area. Go to TheNation.
com/events and click “Add Your 
Event” to share with the Nation 
community. If  you’re planning 
an event that promotes positive, 
progressive politics, tell us about it!
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