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Syria

Country name Syria

State title Syrian Arab Republic

Name of citizen Syrian

Official language(s) Arabic

Country name in official language(s) Sariya (Lus«) or Sartyah (&)

Al Jumhdriyah al ‘Arablyah as Siariyah

State title in official language(s) (il el i sanl)

Script Arabic

Romanisation System BGN/PCGN Romanisation system for Arabic 1956
ISO-3166 code (alpha-2/alpha-3) SY/SYR

Capital Damascus

Capital in official language(s) Dimashq (3<w2)

Geographical names policy

Geographical names in Syria are found written in Arabic, which is the country’s official language.
Where possible names should be taken from official Syrian sources and romanised using the
BGN/PCGN Romanisation system for Arabic’.

It should also be noted that Roman-script forms may be encountered which differ from those arising
from the application of the BGN/PCGN Romanisation system for Arabic.

Lanquages

Arabic is the official language of Syria. Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) is used for official written
purposes. The dialect spoken in Syria is Levantine Arabic. Arabic is a Semitic language and is
written from right to left. The Arabic alphabet consists of 28 letters, in addition to which there are
several vocalisation marks which are not usually written.

Kurdish (in its Kurmanji form) is widely spoken in the Kurdish regions of Syria. Many educated
Syrians also speak English and French. Armenian and Turkish (South Azeri dialect) are spoken
among the Armenian and Turkmen minorities respectively. Aramaic is spoken among Arameans
and Assyrians. Syriac is used as the liturgical language of various Syriac denominations. Circassian
languages are also spoken.

! http://www.pcgn.org.uk/Romanization Arabic.pdf
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Inventory of characters (and their Unicode encodings?):

The BGN/PCGN Romanisation system for Arabic contains the following letter-diacritic
combinations in addition to the unmodified letters of the basic Roman script:

*(U+2018/02BB) T(U+012A)
’ (U+2019/02BC) T(U+012B)
A (U+00C1) S (U+015E)
a (U+00E1) s (U+015F)
A (U+0100) T (U+0162)
a (U+0101) { (U+0163)
D (U+1E10) U (U+016A)
d (U+1E11) a (U+016B)
H (U+1E28) | Z (U+005A+0327)
h (U+1E29) | z (U+007A+0327)

Administrative structure

Syria is divided into 14 first-order administrative divisions, known as governorates or provinces
(Muhafazah in Arabic). These are sub-divided into 60 districts (Mintagah in Arabic)3, and one city,

Madinat Dimashqg (Damascus). These districts are further divided into sub-districts (Nahiyah in

Arabic).

Al Hasakah (36° 30' 00" N 041° 00' 00" E)

Name in Arabic script i<ual)
Long form name Muhafazat al Hasakah

Long form name in Arabic script ASual) ddailasg
Variant names Al-Hasakeh, Hasaka

Centre Al Hasakah

Centre in Arabic script i<ual)
Consists of 4 districts

Al Ladhiqiyah (Latakia) (35° 30' 00" N 036° 10' 00" E)

Name in Arabic script P
Long form name Muhafazat al Ladhiglyah

Long form name in Arabic script 38 ddadlaa
Variant names Latakiyah, Lattakia

Centre Al Ladhigtyah (Latakia)*

Centre in Arabic script PRSI

Consists of 4 districts

2 See www.unicode.org

®The generics Muhafazah and Minfagah change to Muhafazat and Mintagat when followed by the
place name they modify e.g. Muhafazat al Hasakah.
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Al Qunaytirah (33° 00' 00" N 035° 50' 00" E)

Name in Arabic script

Long form name

Muhafazat al Qunaytirah

Long form name in Arabic script

Variant names

Quneitra, Qnnaytrah

Centre

Al Qunaytirah

Centre in Arabic script

Consists of 2 districts

Ar Raggah (36° 00' 00" 039° 00' 00" E)

Name in Arabic script

48 ,l)

Long form name

Muhafazat ar Raqqgah

Long form name in Arabic script

43 )l dladlsa

Variant names

Al-Rakka, Raqqa, Rakka, Raqa

Centre

Ar Raggah

Centre in Arabic script

48 ,))

Consists of 3 districts

As Suwayda’ (32° 45' 00" N 036° 45' 00" E)

Name in Arabic script

Long form name

Muhafazat as Suwaydd’

Long form name in Arabic script

;—\.\:\}uJ\ dadlaa

Variant names

Al-Sweida, Souydaa

Centre

As Suwayda’

Centre in Arabic script

;L\,}}u}\

Consists of 3 districts

Dar‘a (33° 00' 00" Long: 036° 10' 00" E)

Name in Arabic script

Long form name

Muhafazat Dar‘a

Long form name in Arabic script

Variant names

Dera, Dara'a, Deraa, Daraa

Centre

Dar‘a

Centre in Arabic script

Consists of 3 districts

Dayr az Zawr (35° 30' 00" N 039° 00' 00" E)

Name in Arabic script

ol

Long form name

Muhafazat Dayr az Zawr

Long form name in Arabic script

‘)}")h o ddadlaa

Variant names

Deir ez Zor, Der Zor, Deir Zzor, Deir al Zour,
Deir Ezzour, Ad-Deir, Al Dayr

Centre

Dayr az Zawr

Centre in Arabic script

ol

Consists of 3 districts
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Dimashq (Damascus) (33° 30' 00" N 036° 18' 00" E)

Name in Arabic script

Long form name

Muhéafazat Dimashq

Long form name in Arabic script

Variant names

Madinat Dimashqg, Damascus City

Centre

Dimashq (Damascus)

Centre in Arabic script

Not-subdivided into districts

Halab (Aleppo) (36° 00' 00" N 037° 00' 00" E)

Name in Arabic script

Long form name

Muhafazat Halab

Long form name in Arabic script

Ol akilas

Centre

Halab (Aleppo)

Centre in Arabic script

Consists of 8 districts

Hamah (35° 10' 00" N 037° 00' 00" E)

Name in Arabic script

slas

Long form name

Muhafazat Hamah

Long form name in Arabic script

slaa ddadlaa

Variant names

Hama

Centre

Hamah

Centre in Arabic script

dlaa

Consists of 5 districts

Hims (34° 15' 00" N 038° 00' 00" E)

Name in Arabic script

Long form name

Muhafazat Hims

Long form name in Arabic script

Variant names

Homs

Centre

Hims

Centre in Arabic script

Consists of 6 districts

Idlib (35° 50' 00" N 036° 40' 00" E)

Name in Arabic script

Long form name

Muhafazat Idlib

Long form name in Arabic script

) ddsdlag

Variant names

Idleb, Edleb

Centre

[dlib

Centre in Arabic script

NN

Consists of 5 districts
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Rif Dimashqg (Rural Damascus) (33° 30’ 00” N 037° 45’ 00" E)

Name in Arabic script

Bed iy

Long form name

Muhafazat Rif Dimashq

Long form name in Arabic script

d.\.'lméui)a.kala.n

Variant names

Damascus

Centre

Dimashq (Damascus)

Centre in Arabic script

Consists of 9 districts

Tartus (35° 00' 00" N 036° 10' 00" E)

Name in Arabic script

weshh

Long form name

Muhafazat Tartls

Long form name in Arabic script

o sha )yl ddailae

Variant names

Tartous

Centre

Tartos*

Centre in Arabic script

wsshyh

Consists of 5 districts

* Al Ladhiqiyah (Latakia) and Tartls are Syria’s main ports.

Other significant locations

PCGN Name in Variant Type of Location
Romanisation Arabic Names Feature
script
Albd Kamal JWS ol | Aba Kamal, Al- | Populated place | 34° 27' 00" N 040° 55' 07" E
Bokamal,
Qashla
JS ol
Al Qamishlt Liwldl) | Al Kamishly, Al | Populated place | 37° 03' 05" N 041° 13'42" E
. Qamishly,
Alkamishly
An Nahr al Sl el | Kabir River, River 35°29' 59" N 035° 48' 41" E
Kabir Nahr al Kabir, Syria-Lebanon border
Nahr el Kebir
At Tall Jd) | Tel, Tall, Tal, Populated place | 33° 36' 36" N 036° 18' 35" E
Et Tel
Baniyas il | Banias Populated place | 35° 10' 55" 035° 56' 55" E
Buhayrat al Y 3 s | Lake Asad, Lake/Reservoir | 35° 59' 57" N 038° 10' 05" E
i Lake Assad
Asad
Busra s _»< | Bosra Ancient site 32° 31' 04" N 036° 28' 54" E
Da‘il Jdela | Dael Populated place | 32° 45' 17" N 036° 07' 47" E
Hawran Ol | Houran, Area/Region Area in southern Syria
: Hourane around Dar‘a
Ibta* &l | Ibtaa Populated place | 32° 47' 34" N 036° 09' 06" E
Inkhil Jdaal Populated place | 33° 00' 00" N 036° 07' 00" E

* The name of this town is AlbG Kamal which means “People of Kamal”. However it is increasing
seen written as the more familiar AbG Kamal, meaning “Father of Kamal”.
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Jablah dls | Jabla, Jableh, | Populated place | 35° 21'41" N 035° 55' 32" E
Jebleh
Madinat ath 341l 4uaa | Revolution Populated place | 35° 50'49" N 038° 32' 39" E
Thawrah City, Ath
Thawrah, At
Tabaqgah
Nahr al Furat <l all e | Al Furat River 33°05' 00" N 043° 29' 00" E
(Euphrates)
Nahr al Yarmik &l ga pll 43 | Yarmouk River 32°38'31"N 035° 34' 24" E
Syria-Jordan border
Tadmur i | Tedmor, Populated place | 34° 33' 39" N 038° 16' 50" E
Palmyra
Tadmur i | Tedmor Ancient site 34° 33" 11" N 038° 16' 02"E
(Palmyra)
Tafas ks | Tafas Populated place | 32° 44' 08" N 036° 04' 01" E
Tall Kalakh CJS Ji | Tel Kalakh, Populated place | 34° 40' 16" N 036° 15' 35" E
Telkalakh, On Syria-Lebanon border
Tall Kijik éla S Ji | Tel Kuchak Populated place | 36° 48' 35" N 042° 03' 46" E

On Syria-lraq border

Useful references

e US Board on Geographic Names GEOnet Names Server: http://earth-
info.nga.mil/gns/html/index.html

e Syrian Central Bureau of Statistics: http://www.cbssyr.org/index-EN.htm
o www.ethnologue.com (for information on the languages of Syria)

e http://www.omniglot.com/writing/arabic.htm (for information on the Arabic language &

alphabet)

e CIA World Factbook: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/sy.html

e BBC Syria Country Profile:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle east/country profiles/801669.stm

e  http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/apr/14/aramaic-revival-syria (Aramaic language in

Syria)

Compiled by PCGN

Becki Maddock

Tel. 0207 591 3120
info@pcgn.org.uk

May 2011
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The second-order administrative divisions (mintagah in Arabic) are listed below by governorate5.

Al Hasakah
PCGN Romanisation Arabic Script Variant Names
1 Al Hasakah i<.all | Al Hasaka
2 Al Maliktyah iSILl | Almalikia
- Hildl) | Al Qamishly,
3 Al Qamishh - Alkamishly
4 Ra’s al ‘Ayn el Ll | Ras Alain
Al Ladhigiyah (L atakia)
PCGN Romanisation Arabic Script Variant Names
I i@\ | Latakia, Lattakia,
1 Al Ladhiqiyah Latakiyah
2 Al I-,Iaffah 4axll | Al Hfa
3 Al Qardahah KA\J).H\ Al- Querdaha
4 Jablah il | Jableh, Jebleh
Al Qunaytirah
PCGN Romanisation Arabic Script Variant Names
, 3 kil | Qunaitra, Quneitra,
1 Al Qunaytirah Qnnaytrah
2 Fiq &8 | Feeq
Ar Ragqah
PCGN Romanisation Arabic Script Variant Names
48,ll | Raqga, Rakka, Al-
! ArRaqqah Rakka, Raqa
2 Ath Thawrah 34l | Al Thawra, Thawra
3 Tall Abyad U'A:L_a\ d’i Tel Abiad
As Suwayda’
PCGN Romanisation Arabic Script Variant Names
y As Suwayda’ <) ol | Soueida, Al-Sweida,
Souydaa
2 | Salkhad wlo
3 Shahb&’ ¢led | Shahbaa

5
N.B. Muhafazat Dimashq (Damascus Governorate) is not sub-divided into second-order administrative districts.
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PCGN Romanisation

Arabic Script

Variant Names

2 Dar‘a le 2 | Dera, Dara'a, Deraa,
Daraa
3 Izra‘ g | |zraa
Dayr az Zawr
PCGN Romanisation Arabic Script Variant Names
) JWS gl | Abd Kamal, Al-
1 Albd Kamal Bokamal, Qashla
JLE gl
2 Al Mayadin ol | Al Maydin
O | Deir ez Zor, Der Zor,
3 Davr az Zawr Deir Zzor, Deir al
y Zour, Deir Ezzour, Ad-
Deir, Al Dayr
Halab (Aleppo)
PCGN Romanisation Arabic Script Variant Names
1 ‘Afrin Cuode | Afreen
2 Al Bab Ul | Albab
3 As Safirah 3 yiudl | Alsefira
4 ‘Ayn al ‘Arab < 2l (e | Ein-Arab
S A'zaz el | Azaz
6 Jabal Sim‘an Olaew Jaa | Jabal Smaan
7 Jarabulus bl s | Jarables
8 Manbij g2 | Manbig
amah
PCGN Romanisation Arabic Script Variant Names
1 Al Ghab i | Al-Gab
2 As Salamiyah daalull | Alsalamia
3 Hamah slea | Hama
5 Muhradah 33 ysa | Mhardeh
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PCGN Romanisation Arabic Script Variant Names
1 Al Qusayr uadll | Al-Qssaire
2 Ar Rastan i)l | Rastan
3 Hims Uaes | Homs

a3« | Mukharam al
4 Mukharram Fawgani, Mkharam
Fokani
5 Tadmur i | Tedmur, Palmyra
6 Tall Kalakh css Ji | Tel Kalakh, Telkalakh
Idli

PCGN Romanisation Arabic Script Variant Names
1 Ariha sy, | Areha
2 Harim pols | Harem
3 Idlib <l | Idleb, Edleb
4 Jisr ash Shughar sl s | Jiser Al-Shoghour
5 Ma‘arrat an Nu‘man Olanill 3 y2a | Marret Al-Nouman

Rif Dimashq (Rural Damascus)

PCGN Romanisation Arabic Script Variant Names
1 Al Qutayfah dgdadll | Al Kuteifeh
2 An Nabk <Ll | Al-Nabek, al Nabk
3 At Tall Jd) | Al-Tal, El Tel
4 Az Zabadani )l | Al Zabdani
5 Daraya Ll
6 Dima L 52 | Dooma

(el C(y y S e | Rural Damascus, Rif
7 Markaz Rif Dimashq Dimashq, Central
Rural Damascus
8 Qatana Llid | Katana
9 Yabrud Jg v | Yabroud
[artus

PCGN Romanisation Arabic Script Variant Names
1 Ash Shaykh Badr % &l | Al Sheikh Bader
2 Baniyas il | Banias
3 Duraykish Sy ya | Drikish, Al Dreikish
4 Safita Badla
5 Tartus s sk )l | Tartous
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