
  UK Tobacco Duty Statistics 

 

About this Release: 

This publication provides Official Statistics on Tobacco Duty, which covers duty on cigarettes, cigars, hand 
rolling tobacco (HRT) and other types of tobacco such as pipe and chewing tobacco. 

The statistics in this release are based on data from recent and historic trader returns up to the previous 
calendar month.  Detailed statistics on clearances and receipts are provided in the accompanying tables.  

In practice, tobacco duty is paid under duty deferment arrangements, whereby liability accrued during one 
calendar month is paid in duty to HMRC the following month. Therefore, the monthly receipts statistics 
covered in this publication relate to tobacco products cleared in the previous month.  

Monthly total tobacco cash receipts are calculated by summing the receipts from a variety of different 
cigarette types and other tobacco products. This, as well as substantial changes to rates of duty across all tobacco 
products and forestalling prior to government budgets or the tobacco manufacturers' own price rises mean that monthly 
total receipts have been volatile over the last few years.  

Total tobacco receipts for 2019-20 were £8,803 million, which was £487 million (5.2%) 

lower than receipts in 2018-19. 

Total tobacco receipts for to April 2020 are £1,538 million, which is £890 million 

(137.5%) higher than the same period in 2019-20. This is the highest monthly receipts figure 

since April 2014. 

The high receipts in April 2020 can be explained by tobacco manufacturers forestalling prior to 

the March 2020 Budget. This meant clearances for March 2020 were high and hence April 

2020 receipts were high. The March 2020 clearances figure is also the highest since March 

2014. 
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Headlines: 

 
 

Tobacco Duty 

Tobacco Duty is a tax payable on tobacco 
products manufactured in the UK or 
imported into the UK.  

Manufacturers must make a return to 
HMRC on any day when tobacco products 
are released onto the UK market unless the 
manufacturer has an agreement with 
HMRC to defer duty, in which case a return 
can be made on a monthly basis. 

Changes to tobacco product duty are 
announced in the Budget each year. 
Clearances are usually high in months 
immediately preceding the Budget due to 
tobacco manufacturers forestalling against 
duty increases.  



 
 

Current Duty Rates 
 
Duty on cigarettes is calculated as a 
percentage (16.5%) of the retail price plus 
a specific amount (£237.34) per 1000 
cigarettes  

OR  

As a single amount (£305.23) per 1000 
cigarettes whichever is higher. 

 

Duty on all other tobacco products is 
charged by the kilogram: 

 Hand rolling tobacco £253.35 per kg 

 Tobacco for heating  £243.95 per kg 

 Cigars     £296.04 per kg 

 Other products    £130.16 per kg 

 
Other products  covers other smoking 
products (e.g. pipe tobacco) and chewing 
tobacco. 
Tobacco for heating receipts are 

included within Other products receipts. 

 Cigarette receipts have been decreasing since 2012-13, however there was a slight increase in  
2018-19 

 Hand rolling tobacco receipts have increased steadily over the last 10 years from £703 million in   
2010-11 to £1,525 million in 2019-20. 

 Cigar receipts have increased  over the last two years. 

 Other tobacco products have increased last year over 2018-19, having previously followed a 
decreasing trend. 

Total Tobacco Receipts by Product Type (£ million) 
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Chart 2: The percentage of HRT receipts has been increasing 
Percentage by type of Total Tobacco Receipts for 2010-11 (left) and 2019-20 (right)  

The percentage of cigarette receipts has decreased, and hand rolling 
tobacco has increased since 2010-11.  This is likely due to people 
moving from smoking cigarettes to hand rolling tobacco, possibly 
because it is cheaper. 

 Financial Year Cigarettes Hand Rolling Cigars Other  Overall Total 

 2018-19 7,748  1,444  74  24  9,290  

 2019-20 7,149  1,525  89  40  8,803  

 2020-21 to date 1,210  307  10  11  1,538  


