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The Qualification 

Overall Objective for the Qualifications 

 

This handbook relates to the following qualification: 

 

 Level 2 Award in Safe use of Personal Weapons 

 

This qualification provides the standard that must be achieved by those using small arms. 

 

For the purposes of this unit and qualification, "Personal Weapons" are personal, individual 

weapons ie single shot, semi-automatic and fully automatic up to .20 calibre and the 

following are included: 

  

 rifles  

 sub-machine guns  

 light machine guns  

 pistols  

 shotguns  

 muzzle-loading weapons (which may exceed .50 calibre).  
 

This unit and qualification may be used to attest to competence in the use of such weapons 
on land, sea and airborne platforms.  
 
The qualification is open to anyone who can demonstrate that they meet its requirements. 

There are no entry requirements but centres must ensure that any candidate taking the 

qualification is capable of meeting the learning and assessment requirements with due 

regard to their own safety and that of others. 

Pre entry requirements 

 
There are no pre entry requirements 
 
Unit Content and Rules of Combination 
 

This qualification is made up of a total of 1 mandatory unit.   

 

Mandatory Units 

URN Unit Title Level Credit 

Value 

GLH TQT 

L/507/1110 
Safe use of Personal 
Weapons 

2 4 
 
36 

 
40 
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Age Restriction 
 
This qualification is available to learners aged 18 years and over. 
 
Opportunities for Progression 
 
Candidates who achieve this qualification may wish to progress on to other, related 

qualifications at the same or higher levels. Some related qualifications already exist and 

others are under development. Please contact DAO to find out more about these and other 

progression and development opportunities that may be open to you. 

 

Exemption 
 
No exemptions have been identified. 
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Qualification Unit 
 

URN: L/507/1110 

Title: Safe use of Personal Weapons 

Level: 2 

Credit value 4 

GLH 36 

TQT 36 

Learning outcomes 

The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 

The learner can: 

1. Understand the safety 

implications when 

handling weapons and 

ammunition 

1.1 Explain the importance of following recognised Normal 

Safety Precautions (NSPs) when using weapons 

1.2 Explain the declaration and  consequences for the 

unauthorised removal of ammunition and casings from a 

range 

1.3 Explain the organisations reporting  procedure for defective 

weapons and ancillaries 

1.4 Explain the importance of the Weapon Handling Test 

(WHT) 

1.5 Pick up the weapon and make it safe 

1.6 Handover/takeover the weapon in a safe condition 

2. Understand the 

characteristics  of the 

weapon 

2.1 Conduct NSPs in line with organisational procedures 

2.2 Explain characteristics of the weapon 

2.3 Explain the main working parts of the weapon 

2.4 Explain the weapon sighting system  

2.5 Adjust the sight setting using the correct tools 

2.6 Explain the types of ammunition used with the weapon 

system 

2.7 Fit and remove ancillaries in line with operational 

procedures 

3. Understand the 

working parts of the 

weapon 

3.1 Conduct NSPs in line with organisational procedures 

3.2 Explain the main parts of the weapon 

3.3 Describe the internal mechanism of the weapon 

4. Be able to load and 

unload the weapon 

 

4.1 Conduct NSPs in line with organisational procedures 

4.2 Load the weapon 

4.3 Make the weapon safe  

4.4 Unload the weapon 

4.5 Place magazines/belts/or rounds within pouches 

4.6 Prove the weapon for inspection (for inspection port arms) 

5. Be able to conduct 5.1 Conduct NSPs in line with organisational procedures  
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stoppage drills 5.2 Explain the main causes of weapon stoppages 

5.3 Explain the immediate action (IA) drill for stoppages 

5.4 Conduct IA drills to clear stoppages 

5.5 Explain the procedure for damaged rounds caused by 

stoppages 

6. Be able to strip and 

assemble the weapon 

6.1 Conduct NSPs in line with organisational procedures 

6.2 Explain the importance of using the correct tools for 

stripping and assembling the weapon 

6.3 Strip the weapon and ancillaries for inspection 

6.4 Assemble the weapon and ancillaries 

6.5 Confirm the operation of the weapon 

7. Be able to clean and 

maintain the weapon 

7.1 Conduct NSPs in line with organisational procedures 

7.2 Explain the effects of adverse climatic/environment 

conditions on the weapon system 

7.3 Explain the contents of the weapon cleaning kit 

7.4 Clean the weapon using the weapon cleaning kit 

7.5 Maintain the weapon in line with operational requirements 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit aim The aim of this unit is to provide safe handling of 

personal weapons, understand the characteristics 

and how the weapon system works.  Use 

recognised procedures for preparing, firing and 

maintaining personal weapons 

Assessment requirements specified by 

a sector or regulatory body (if 

appropriate) 

This unit requires the workplace assessment of 

occupational competence wherever practicable. 

For the knowledge and understanding component 

of the unit, assessment from a learning and 

development environment is allowed 

Location of the unit within the 

subject/sector classification system 

Public Services 

Name of the organisation submitting 

the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

 


