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The Qualification 

Overall Objective for the Qualifications 

 

This handbook relates to the following qualification: 

 

DAO Level 2 Certificate Non-Specialist Unit Photographer 
 

This Level 2 Certificate provides the standards that must be achieved by individuals that are 

working within the Armed Forces. 

 

Pre-entry Requirements 

 

Entry requirements are published annually in the Defence Instructions and Notices (DIN) 

Joint Intelligence Training Group (JITG) Courses for current Training Year, Course Schedule 

and Application Forms. 

 

Learners who are taking this qualification should be employed as the Non-Specialist Unit 

Photographer 

 
Unit Content and Rules of Combination 
 
This qualification is made up of a total of four mandatory units and no Optional units.  To be 

awarded this qualification the candidate must achieve a total of 12 credits as shown in the 

table below.  

 

URN Unit of assessment Level Credit 

value 

GLH TQT 

Y/617/0068 Image Capture Using a Digital Camera with 
Electronic Flash 2 2 12 20 

L/617/0049 
Camera Surveillance in Support of Military 

Operations 2 3 10 30 

K/617/0074 General Photographic Support 2 3 15 30 

M/617/0075 Processing Digital Images and Workflow 

Procedures 
2 4 28 41 

  Total 12 65 121 

 
Age Restriction 
 
This qualification is available to learners aged 16-18 years and 19+.  
 



Opportunities for Progression 
 
This qualification creates a number of opportunities for progression through career 
development and promotion. Military personnel may apply for transfer to the RN Photo 
Branch, Army Royal Logistics Corps (RLC) Photographer or RAF Photographer trades 
against established trade requirements. 
 
Exemption 
 
No exemptions have been identified.  
 
Credit Transfer 
 
Credits from identical QCF units that have already been achieved by the learner may be 

transferred.  

Glossary 

For the purposes of this qualification the definitions below apply. 

Carry out Takes action on basis of order, regulations, directives, established 

polices, approved plans. 

Demonstrate Gives evidence of, displays: shows with the intent of proving; explains 

or illustrates; demonstrates results of an analysis 

Describe Tells or writes about; gives a detailed account of; describes symptoms 

of a problem. 

Determine Sets bounds or limits to, comes to a decision concerning, obtains 

definite and first-hand knowledge 

Explain Makes something clear or intelligible; gives evidence of, reveals. 

Identify Establishes the identity of, distinguishes or discriminates 

Prepare Make ready or get ready for use 

Select Takes by preference from among others: Picks out correct item from 

range of alternatives. 

State Say or express, fully or clearly, in speech or writing 

  



Abbreviations  

JSP Joint Service Publication 

DSLR Digital Single Lens Reflex (Camera) 

ISO International Standards Organisation (In this context the suffix number 

denotes light sensitivity) 

SLR Single Lens Reflex 

TTL Through The Lens 

A Mode Automatic Mode 

M Mode Manual Mode 

JPEG Joint Photographic Experts Group (File Type) 

TIFF Tag Image File Format (File Type) 

BEGAN Trade or Company name 

 

  



Qualification Units 
 
URN Y/617/0068 

Title: Image Capture Using a Digital Single Lens Reflex (DSLR) 
Camera with Electronic Flash 

Level: 2 

Credit value: 2 

GLH 12 

TQT 20 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 

The learner can: 

1. State individual 
health and safety 
responsibilities 

1.1 Identify individual health and safety responsibilities 

1.2  Identify the safety requirements that must be considered 

within a photographic workplace 

1.3 Comply with health and safety regulations applicable to a 

photographic workplace 

2. Explain 
environmental 
protection 
applicable to 
Photo imagine 
environments 

2.1 Identify individuals environmental protection responsibilities 

2.2 Identify the environmental requirements that must be 

considered within a photographic workplace  

2.3 Complies and acts in accordance  with environmental 

protection responsibilities 

3. Explain light and 
optics 

3.1 Describe the basic properties and photographic 

characteristics of visible light 

3.2 Describe the main characteristics of the common light 

sources that are used for photography 

3.3 Explain the principles of image formation and describe the 

characteristics of a photographic lens. 

4. Describe digital 
image recording 
medium 

4.1 Explain how digital images are stored on Compact Flash 

Cards 

4.2 Discuss the implications of up rating digital with reference to 

electronic noise 

4.3 Discuss the International Standards Organisation (ISO) 

values in relation to digital photography 

5. Describe the care 
and maintenance 
of photographic 
equipment and 
medium 

5.1 Describe the routine maintenance and serviceability checks 

carried out on issued photographic equipment and 

accessories 

5.2 Describe the correct way to handle photographic equipment 

5.3 Describe the correct precautions which must be observed 



when handling digital storage medium 

5.4 Demonstrate the routine maintenance and serviceability 

checks carried out on issued photographic equipment and 

accessories 

5.5 Demonstrate the correct way to handle photographic 

equipment 

5.6 Describe the correct precautions which must be observed 

when handling digital storage medium 

6. Describe a Digital 
SLR Camera 

6.1 Explain the working principle, construction and operation of a 

simple DSLR camera 

6.2 Identify the main components and controls of the current 

issue Digital SLR camera 

6.3 Prepare the current issue DSLR camera with digital storage 

medium with power off 

6.4 Load the current issue DSLR camera with digital storage 

medium with power off 

6.5 Name and categorise the lenses supplied for the surveillance 

role 

6.6 Describe the limitations of the X2 Teleconverter 

6.7 Prepare and fit the 80-200mm, 600mm lens and X2 

Teleconverter to the camera 

7. Describe 
photographic 
techniques 

7.1 Describe the techniques of focussing the current issue DSLR 

camera 

7.2 Demonstrate the techniques of focussing the current issue 

DSLR camera 

7.3 Describe the need for setting the white balance 

7.4 Describe the methods of setting the white balance 

7.5 Describe the shutter / aperture relationship 

7.6 Describe and demonstrate the effects of shutter / aperture 

combinations on depth of field 

7.7 Demonstrate the effects of shutter / aperture combinations 

on depth of field 

7.8 Describe the methods of determining exposure 

7.9 Demonstrate the methods of determining exposure 

7.10 Identify the main factors which determine photographic 

composition 

7.11 Describe common photographic faults attributable to 

incorrect camera operation 

7.12 Rectify common photographic faults attributable to 

incorrect camera operation 

8. Describe the 
basic principles of 
electronic flash 
photography 

8.1 Explain the basic techniques of flash photography using the 

electronic flash unit for the current in-Service digital camera 

8.2 Demonstrate the basic techniques of flash photography 

using the electronic flash unit for the current in-Service digital 

camera 

9. Describe the 
basic principles of 
Close up / Macro 

9.1 Explain the Macro setting on the 80-200mm lens 

9.2 Demonstrate the Macro setting on the 80-200mm lens 



photography 9.3 Explain the method of focussing the lens for a close-up / 

macro subject 

9.4 Demonstrate the method of focussing the lens for a close-up 

/ macro subject 

9.5 Explain the limited depth of field when photographing close-

up / macro subjects  

9.6 Demonstrate the limited depth of field when photographing 

close-up / macro subjects  

10. Demonstrate 
competency in 
handling the is 
service DSLR 
camera 

10.1 Apply the long lens 

10.2 Apply the rules of composition 

10.3 Determine exposure 

10.4 Determine depth of field 

10.5 Use the electronic flash unit 

10.6 Carry out close up / macro photography 

10.7 Describe the need for panoramic views 

10.8 Produce a panorama 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit aim(s) On completion of this unit learners will know about basic optics 

applied to digital photography, how to care for and use the in 

service DSLR camera and be able to capture a variety of images 

using flash photography and various settings on the camera 

Details of the 
relationship between 
the unit and relevant 
national occupational 
standards (if 
appropriate) 

This unit has some synergy with the following NOS: 

SKSPI09 Undertake photo imaging assignments 

SKSPI24 Maintain the imaging system 

   

 

 

Details of the 
relationship between 
the unit and other 
standards or curricula 
(if appropriate) 

This unit maps to the Static Camera Surveillance Operator 

course (JITG/P/5185) 

 

Assessment 
requirements 
specified by a sector 
or regulatory body (if 
appropriate) 

This unit requires the workplace assessment of occupational 

competence wherever practicable. For the knowledge and 

understanding component of the unit, assessment from a 

learning and development environment is allowed. 

Practical training and assessment conducted in classrooms and 
in-situ in the training environment under simulated conditions 
found in the operational environment. 
 
Conducted in prevailing climatic conditions. 
 



Name of the 
organisation 
submitting the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

 
  



URN L/617/0049 

Title: 
Camera surveillance in support of military operations 

Level: 2 

Credit value: 3 

GLH 10 

TQT 30 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 

The learner can: 

1. Carry out 
Personnel 
Recognition 
Photography 

1.1 Explain the types of  and the detail required in photographs 
used to support personnel recognition 

1.2 Demonstrate the types of and the detail required in 
photographs used to support personnel recognition 

1.3 Explain the types of material and objects which can be used 
as cover to take photographs 

1.4 Demonstrate the types of material and objects which can be 
used as cover to take photographs 

1.5 Explain the techniques for photographing a moving person 
1.6 Demonstrate the techniques for photographing a moving 

person 

2. Carry out vehicle 
recognition 
photography 

2.1 Explain types of, and the detail required in photographs used 

to support vehicle recognition 

2.2 Demonstrate types of, and the detail required in photographs 

used to support vehicle recognition 

2.3 Explain the techniques for photographing a moving vehicle 

2.4 Demonstrate the techniques for photographing a moving 

vehicle 

3. Carry out 
photography to 
show detail in 
property 

3.1 Explain types of, and the detail required in photographs used 

to show detail of property 

3.2 Demonstrate types of, and the detail required in photographs 

used to show detail of property 

3.3 Explain the techniques for photographing property 

3.4 Demonstrate the techniques for photographing property 

4. Carry out 
Panoramic 
photography 

4.1 Describe the need for panoramic photography 

4.2 Describe the techniques required for panoramic photography 

4.3 Demonstrate the techniques required for panoramic 

photography 

5. Demonstrate 
competency in 
producing covert 
and overt 
photographs 

5.1 Produce covert / overt photographs of personnel 

5.2 Produce covert / overt photographs of vehicles 

5.3 Produce panoramic photographs of open ground and 

buildings 

Additional information about the unit 



Unit aim(s) This unit is about using a DSLR camera to produce images of 

people, vehicles and property both overtly and covertly for 

military purposes 

Details of the 
relationship between 
the unit and relevant 
national occupational 
standards (if 
appropriate) 

This unit has some synergy with the following NOS: 

SKSPI06 Plan and organise photo imaging assignments 

SFJCH301 Capture images covertly 

  

Details of the 
relationship between 
the unit and other 
standards or curricula 
(if appropriate) 

This unit maps to the Static Camera Surveillance Operator 

Course (SCS) (JITG/P/5185) 

And  

This unit maps to the Unit Specialist Camera Operator Course 

(USCO) (JITG/P/ 1353) 

Assessment 
requirements 
specified by a sector 
or regulatory body (if 
appropriate) 

This unit requires the workplace assessment of occupational 

competence wherever practicable. For the knowledge and 

understanding component of the unit, assessment from a 

learning and development environment is allowed. 

Practical training and assessment conducted in classrooms and 
in-situ in the training environment under simulated conditions 
found in the operational environment. 
 
Conducted in prevailing climatic conditions. 
 

Name of the 
organisation 
submitting the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

 
  



URN K/617/0074 

Title: General Photographic Support 

Level: 2 

Credit value: 3 

GLH 15 

TQT 30 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 

The learner can: 

1. Describe 
Presentation 
Photography 

1.1 Explain composition for presentation photography 

1.2 Demonstrate composition for presentation photography 

1.3 Explain lighting technique for presentation photography 

1.4 Demonstrate lighting technique for presentation photography 

2. Describe Group 
Photography 

2.1 Explain composition for small group photography 

2.2 Demonstrate composition for small group photography 

2.3 Explain lighting for small group photography 

2.4 Demonstrate lighting for small group photography 

3. Describe 
Personnel 
Identification 
Photography 

3.1 Explain composition for personnel identification photography 

of unit executives 

3.2 Demonstrate composition for personnel identification 

photography of unit executives 

4. Demonstrate 
competency in 
Photographic 
support 
photography 

4.1 Produce presentation photographs 

4.2 Produce group photographs 

4.3 Produce personnel recognition photographs 

5. Carry out 
Accounting 
Procedures 

5.1 Perform accounting procedures for all photographic 

equipment and ancillary equipment 

6. Complete 
equipment 
Logbooks 

6.1 Maintain equipment logbooks for all photographic and 

ancillary equipment 

7. Complete Usage 
Records 

7.1 Maintain usage records for all photographic and ancillary 

equipment and materials 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit aim(s) 
This unit is about learners knowing about the factors that 
influence the composition of images, and how lighting 
techniques may be used. Also the production of presentation 
photography of a variety of objects. Learners will be able to 
produce presentation photographs, group photographs and 
personnel recognition photographs. 

Details of the 
relationship between 

This unit has some synergy with the following NOS: 



the unit and relevant 
national occupational 
standards (if 
appropriate) 

SKSPI09 Undertake photo imaging assignments 

 

Details of the 
relationship between 
the unit and other 
standards or curricula 
(if appropriate) 

This unit maps to the Unit Specialist Camera Operator Course 

(USCO) (JITG/P/ 1353) 

Assessment 
requirements 
specified by a sector 
or regulatory body (if 
appropriate) 

This unit requires the workplace assessment of occupational 

competence wherever practicable. For the knowledge and 

understanding component of the unit, assessment from a 

learning and development environment is allowed. 

Practical training and assessment conducted in classrooms and 
in-situ in the training environment under simulated conditions 
found in the operational environment. 
 
Conducted in prevailing climatic conditions. 

Name of the 
organisation 
submitting the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

 
  



 

URN M/617/0075 

Title: Processing Digital Images and Workflow Procedures 

Level: 2 

Credit value: 4 

GLH 28 

TQT 41 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 

The learner can: 

1. Download digital 
images 

1.1 Explain how to download images into a computer 

workstation 

1.2 Demonstrate downloading images into a computer 

workstation 

2. Perform digital 
workflow 
procedures 

2.1 Explain the need for workflow procedures 

2.2 Demonstrate digital workflow procedures 

3. Perform image 
adjustments 

3.1 Explain image management protocols 

3.2 Demonstrate image management protocols 

3.3 Describe the fundamental principles of image adjustment 

3.4 Demonstrate the fundamental principles of image adjustment 

3.5 Demonstrate the production of panoramic images 

4. Store digital 
images 

4.1 Explain saving digital images  

4.2 Demonstrate saving digital images  

4.3 Transmit imagery using a satellite transmission system 

4.4 Describe archiving procedures for digital medium 

4.5 Demonstrate archiving procedures for digital medium 

5. Demonstrate 
competency in 
processing digital 
images and 
workflow 
procedures 

5.1 Carry out digital workflow procedures 

5.2 Carry out image adjustments 

5.3 Carry out adding file information 

5.4 Carry outputting to a printer 

5.5 Carry archiving digital information 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit aim(s) 
This unit is about learners managing their work processes. 
Learners will also be able to manage and adjust images, and 
store / transmit images using a variety of techniques 

Details of the 
relationship between 
the unit and relevant 
national occupational 
standards (if 

This unit has some synergy with the following NOS: 

SKSPI13 Import digital images and optimise for archiving and 

repurposing 

SKSPI33 Undertake image asset management 



appropriate) 

Details of the 
relationship between 
the unit and other 
standards or curricula 
(if appropriate) 

This unit maps to the Unit Specialist Camera Operator Course 

(USCO) (JITG/P/ 1353) 

Assessment 
requirements 
specified by a sector 
or regulatory body (if 
appropriate) 

This unit requires the workplace assessment of occupational 

competence wherever practicable. For the knowledge and 

understanding component of the unit, assessment from a 

learning and development environment is allowed. 

Practical training and assessment conducted in classrooms and 
in-situ in the training environment under simulated conditions 
found in the operational environment. 
 
Conducted in prevailing climatic conditions. 

Name of the 
organisation 
submitting the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

 

 


