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The Qualification 

Overall Objective for the Qualifications 

 

This handbook relates to the following qualification: 

 

 Level 3 Diploma in Military Music 

 

This qualification provides the standards that must be achieved by individuals that are 

Armed Forces musicians. 

 

Pre-entry Requirements 

 

Learners who are taking this qualification will need to working in the role of a musician 

 
Unit Content and Rules of Combination 
 

This qualification is made up of a total of 10 mandatory units.  To be awarded this 

qualification the candidate must achieve a total of 92 credits as shown in the table below. 

 

Mandatory   

Units 

  

Unit Reference 

Number 

Unit Title RQF 

Level 

GLH TQT Credit 

Value 

T/617/1938 Perform as an Instrumentalist 3 96 96 10 

 
A/617/1939 

Maintain Performance Standard 3 48 240 24 

 
M/617/1940 

Perform Within a Concert Band 3 96 96 10 

T/617/1941 
 

Perform as a Member of an 
Instrumental Section 

3 48 48 5 

A/617/1942 Perform as a Soloist 3 32 80 8 

F/617/1943 Perform Within a Marching Band 3 48 48 5 

J/617/1944 Perform in Other Ensembles 3 48 64 7 

L/617/1945 Perform Band Administrative Duty 3 48 48 5 

R/617/1946 
Apply communication skills to musical 

research and analysis 
3 48 48 5 

Y/617/1947 Apply Aural Perception 3 96 128 13 
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 TOTAL  608 896 92 

 
Age Restriction 
 
This qualification is available to learners aged 16 years and over. 
 
 
Opportunities for Progression 
 
This qualification creates a number of opportunities for progression to Command, 

Leadership and Management and the Musical Direction (MD) course 

 
Exemption 
 
No exemptions have been identified. 
 
Credit Transfer 
 
Credits from identical QCF units that have already been achieved by the learner may be 

transferred.  
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Qualification Units 
 
URN: T/617/1938 

Title: Perform as an instrumentalist 

Level: 3 

Credit value: 96 

GLH 96 

TQT 10 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

1. Be able to 
demonstrate 
how to interpret 
standard music 
notation 

1.1 Demonstrate rhythmic accuracy 

1.2 Demonstrate accuracy of pitch 

1.3 Perform in accordance with written musical direction 

1.4 Perform music with limited preparation 

a) Demonstrate the capability to vocalise a short extract 

b) Demonstrate the ability to reproduce the rhythmic line by 

clapping / tapping 

2. Be able to 
interpret musical 
terms 

2.1 List musical terms needed for CEQ3, together with suggestions of 

how to group and organise them for easy learning 

3. Be able to 
understand 
common musical 
genres and 
styles 

3.1 Explain the history and give examples to various given historical 

styles, from 1685 – present day 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) This unit is about mastering the techniques and skills required to 

be a competent instrumentalist 

Unit expiry date 31/08/2023 

Location of the unit 
within the subject/sector 
classification system 

Performing Arts 

Name of the 
organisation submitting 
the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

 



5 

 

URN: A/617/1939 

Title: Maintain performance standard 

Level: 3 

Credit Value: 24 

GLH: 48 

TQT: 240 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

1. Be able to 
understand and 
demonstrate 
effective practice 
techniques 

1.1 Produce a practice schedule 

1.2 Demonstrate how to break-down a musical phrase 

2. Be able to 
understand and 
demonstrate the 
technical facility 
of the instrument 

2.1 Demonstrate how to play the scales from memory 
2.2 Demonstrate this throughout the designated range of the 

instrument 
2.3 Demonstrate throughout the full dynamic range of the instrument 

3. Be able to 
understand 
critical self 
awareness 

3.1 Describe how to evaluate performance 
3.2 Demonstrate musical awareness 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) This unit focuses on routine exercises and day to day practices 
that enhance musical instrumental competence. 

Unit expiry date 31/08/2023 

Location of the unit within 
the subject/sector 
classification system 

Performing Arts 

Name of the organisation 
submitting the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 
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URN: M/617/1940 

Title: Perform within a concert band 

Level: 3 

Credit value: 10 

GLH 96 

TQT 96 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

1. Be able to 
understand and 
follow 
conductor’s 
musical direction 

1.1 Explain the role of the conductor 
1.2 Describe the different beat patterns 
1.3 Explain what is meant by performance gestures 

2. Be able to 
understand and 
demonstrate the 
standard 
transpositions 
within a military 
band 

2.1 Demonstrate the transfer of a musical phrase between military 
band instruments 

2.2 Describe the vertical alignment of a military band 

3. Be fully aware of 
their own 
awareness of 
tuning and 
intonation 

3.1 Demonstrate and assess own tuning within the ensemble 
3.2 Explain the reasons for poor tuning and intonation 
3.3 Explain preventative actions for poor tuning and intonation 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) This unit is about individual instrumentalists nurturing the required 

underpinning skills and musical competence to be part of a 

concert band. 

Unit expiry date 31/08/2023 

Location of the unit within 
the subject/sector 
classification system 

Performing Arts 

Name of the organisation 
submitting the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 
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URN: T/617/1941 

Title: Perform as a member of an instrumental section 

Level: 3 

Credit value: 5 

GLH 48 

TQT 48 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

1. Be able to 
understand how 
to apply aural 
awareness at 
sectional level 

1.1 Demonstrate the correct sectional intonation 
1.2 Evaluate sectional performance 
1.3 Describe the benefits of aural awareness at sectional level 

2. Be able to 
respond to 
visual 
communication 
at sectional level 

2.1 Describe  the benefits of communication at sectional level 

2.2 Describe visual communication at sectional level 

3. Be able to 
demonstrate 
sectional 
performance 

3.1 Explain the benefits of sectional rehearsals 

3.2 Demonstrate how to perform in conjunction with sectional 

musicians 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) This unit is about the ability to perform within an instrumental 

section, enabling like instrumental families to produce a corporate 

sound. 

Unit expiry date 31/08/2023 

Location of the unit within 
the subject/sector 
classification system 

Performing Arts 

Name of the organisation 
submitting the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 
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URN: A/617/1942 

Title: Perform as a soloist 

Level: 3 

Credit value: 8 

GLH 32 

TQT 80 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

1. Be able to 
demonstrate 
technical 
assurance of the 
instrument 

1.1 Demonstrate confident control of the instrument 
1.2 Demonstrate tone projection and musical intent 

2. Be able to 
demonstrate 
stagecraft 

2.1 Demonstrate performer / student rapport 
2.2 Demonstrate  appropriate carriage of the instrument 

3. Be able to work 
with piano 
accompaniment 

3.1 Describe the interrelationship between solo line and piano part 
3.2 Demonstrate effective communication 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) To enable students to develop and understand their techniques 

for both solo and group performance 

Unit expiry date 31/08/2023 

Location of the unit within 
the subject/sector 
classification system 

Performing Arts 

Name of the organisation 
submitting the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 
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URN: F/617/1943 

Title: Perform within a marching band 

Level: 3 

Credit Value: 5 

GLH: 48 

TQT: 48 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

1. Be able to apply 
correct carriage 
of the instrument 

1.1 Demonstrate that you are band ready 
1.2 Demonstrate moving from different positions 

2. Be able to 
respond to 
parade signals 

2.1  Interpret the drum majors signals 
2.2 Interpret the conductor’s signals 

3. Be able to 
demonstrate 
band dressing 
and movements 

3.1 Demonstrate the correct alignment (rank / file) 
3.2 Demonstrate the correct spacing 
3.3 Demonstrate individual band drill movements 

4. Be able to 
demonstrate 
parade dressing 
and deportment 

4.1 Demonstrate the body is in correct position (as per word of 
command) 

4.2 Demonstrate the body is in correct alignment (moving from 
different positions) 

5. Be able to 
perform at a 
range of 
ceremonial 
duties 

5.1 Demonstrate a general/royal salute 
5.2 Demonstrate a march-on/march-off 
5.3 Perform incidental music 
5.4 Demonstrate marching drill movements whilst playing an 

instrument 
5.5 Describe military occasions that utilise a marching display 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) To enable students to develop a full spectrum of supporting 

knowledge of pass off parades, beating retreat ceremonies and 

state ceremonial occasions. 

Unit expiry date 31/8/2023 

Location of the unit within 
the subject/sector 
classification system 

Performing Arts 

Name of the organisation 
submitting the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 
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URN: J/617/1944 

Title: Perform in other ensembles 

Level: 3 

Credit value: 7 

GLH 48 

TQT 64 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

1. Be able to 
understand the 
standard 
ensembles 
within the 
military band 

1.1 Describe a brass quintet 

1.2 Describe a woodwind quintet 

1.3 Describe a saxophone quintet 

1.4 Describe a string quartet 

1.5 Describe a contemporary ensemble 

2. Be able to 
demonstrate 
ensemble 
musicianship 

2.1 Perform in an ensemble appropriate for own instrument 
2.2 Describe the ensemble stagecraft 
2.3 Describe and perform ensemble-specific repertoire 
 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) To develop students abilities to work together within a range of 

musical ensembles. 

Unit expiry date 31/08/2023 

Details of the relationship 
between the unit and 
relevant National 
Occupational Standards 
or other professional 
standards or curricula (if 
appropriate) 

This unit has some synergy with the following NOS: 

Level 3 specialist qualifications in Music within the Uniformed 
Public Services  Unit 21 Working and Developing as a Musical 
Ensemble 

Location of the unit within 
the subject/sector 
classification system 

Performing Arts 

Name of the organisation 
submitting the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 
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URN: L/617/1945 

Title: Perform band administrative duty 

Level: 3 

Credit Value: 5 

GLH: 48 

TQT: 48 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

1. Be able to 
understand your 
band’s 
establishment 

1.1 Describe the standard instrumental scaling 
1.2 Describe the standard rank scaling 

2. Understand the 
administrative 
roles and 
responsibilities 
within the band 

2.1 Explain the standard roles and responsibilities within a band 

3. Be able to carry-
out engagement 
administration 

3.1 Explain the requirement for engagement preparation 
3.2 Perform at an external engagement 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) Band administrative responsibilities provide trainees with the 

underpinning knowledge of a band’s functionality and 

composition.   

Unit expiry date 31/08/2023 

Location of the unit within 
the subject/sector 
classification system 

Performing Arts 

Name of the organisation 
submitting the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 
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URN: R/617/1946 

Title: Apply communication skills to musical research and analysis 

Level: 3 

Credit Value: 5 

GLH: 48 

TQT: 48 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

1. Be able to 
prepare 
programme 
notes 

1.1 Explain the structure of a program 
1.2 Describe the research required 
1.3 Demonstrate an effective presentation 

2. Be able to use 
and demonstrate 
verbal 
presentation 
skills 

2.1 Describe the structure of effective verbal communication 
2.2 Demonstrate appropriate verbal style 
2.3 Describe good and bad examples of verbal communication 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) This unit deals with the communication aspects of performance, 

in planning, in preparation, and in the performance itself. Effective 

verbal and written communications are essential within all 

aspects of your organisational job role.   

Unit expiry date 31/08/2023 

Location of the unit within 
the subject/sector 
classification system 

Performing Arts 

Name of the organisation 
submitting the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 
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URN: Y/617/1947 

Title: Apply aural perception 

Level: 3 

Credit Value: 13 

GLH: 96 

TQT: 128 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

1. Be able to 
interpret 
standard 
notation 

1.1 Demonstrate rhythmic accuracy 
1.2 Demonstrate accuracy of pitch 
1.3 Perform in accordance with written musical direction 
1.4 Perform music with limited preparation 
1.5 Demonstrate the capability to vocalise a short extract 

2. Be able to define 
critical self-
awareness 

2.1 Apply expression 
2.2 Apply phrasing 

3. Be able to 
demonstrate 
awareness of 
tuning and 
intonation 

3.1 Evaluate your own overall performance 
3.2 Demonstrate musical awareness 
3.3 Evaluate own intonation within the ensemble 

4. Be able to apply 
and evaluate 
aural awareness 
at sectional level 

4.1 Evaluate sectional intonation 
4.2 Describe the benefits of aural awareness at sectional level 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) Choral training provides musicians with the capability to realise a 

melody without an instrument whilst also employing aural 

awareness within an ensemble. To realise and conceptualise a 

melody without an instrument is an integral component of 

effective sight-reading. 

Unit expiry date 31/08/2023 

Location of the unit within 
the subject/sector 
classification system 

Performing Arts 

Name of the organisation 
submitting the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

 


