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The Qualification 

Overall Objective for the Qualifications 

 

This handbook relates to the following qualification: 

 

 Level 3 Certificate in Range Management 

 

This qualification provides the standard that must be achieved by those managing MOD 

Ranges. 

This qualification is designed to accredit the competence of those who manage the safe 

conduct of firing activities on MOD ranges.  

  
The qualification is open to anyone serving with Defence who can demonstrate that they meet 

its requirements. There are no entry requirements, but centres must ensure that any candidate 

taking the qualification is capable of meeting the learning and assessment requirements with 

due regard to their own safety and that of others. 

Pre entry requirements 

 
Must be a serving member of the Armed Forces and be enrolled on an authorised qualifying 
course laid down in Pam 21. Serving personal must also be current and have passed the 
appropriate weapon handling test and live firing assessment within the qualifying period. 
 
Unit Content and Rules of Combination 
 

This qualification is made up of a total of 6 mandatory units.   

Mandatory Units 
 

  

Unit 
Reference 
Number 

Unit Title Level Credit 
Value 

GLH TQT 

D/507/1113 
The safe system of training for range 

activities 
4 6 

 
50 

 
60 

H/507/1114 
Produce written instructions in support of 

the firing activities 
4 4 

 
35 

 
40 

M/507/1116 Range accident/incident procedures 3 3 
 

20 
 

30 

T/507/1117 Prepare the range for firing activities 3 4 
 

30 
 

40 

A/507/1118 Provide a safe firing range environment 3 6 
 

50 
 

60 

F/507/1119 Close the range after firing activities 3 4 

 
32 

 
40 
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Age Restriction 
 
This qualification is available to learners aged 18 years and over. 
 
Opportunities for Progression 
 
Range managers may be able to progress to a full management role overseeing range safety 

teams.  A bespoke Level 4 qualification is available for this role.   

 

Exemption 
 
No exemptions have been identified. 
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Qualification Units 
 
URN: D/507/1113 

Title: The safe system of training for range activities 

Level: 4 

Credit value 6 

GLH 50 

TQT 60 

Learning outcomes 

 

The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 

 

The learner can: 

 

1. Understand the 

Safe  System of 

Training 

1.1 Explain the health and safety act and the corporate manslaughter 

act 

1.2 Explain the duty of care and how it affects Defence 

1.3 Explain the purpose of the safe system of training 

1.4 Explain the purpose of pamphlet No 21 

1.5 Explain the purpose of army operational shooting policy (AOSP) 

volume 1 – personal weapons 

1.6 Explain the importance of having formally trained and tested 

instructors when conducting the weapon handling test (WHT)  

2. Understand other 

organisational  

involved in the safe 

running of MOD 

ranges 

2.1 Explain the role of the army competent advisor & inspectorate 

(ACA&I) 

2.2 Explain the role of the small arms school corps (SASC) in awarding 

infantry weapon systems (Inf WS) and pyrotechnic qualifications 

3. Understand the 

MOD range safety 

system 

3.1 Explain the necessary controls for range administering units (RAU) 

risk assessment 

3.2 Explain the range medical requirement 

3.3 Explain the importance of the implementation of by-laws and notices 

3.4 Explain the importance of range orders 

3.5 Explain the role of the planning officer 

3.6 Explain the role and responsibility of the range conducting officer 

 

4.Understand the 

responsibilities of 

key personnel in the 

safe system of 

training 

 

 

4.1  Explain the responsibilities of the key planning personnel 
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5. Understand the 

MOD ranges  

5.1 Describe the purpose of the MOD range and its limitations 

  5.2 Explain the range complex health and safety regulations 

 5.3 Explain the type of training that can be conducted on MOD ranges 

6. Confirm that the 

MOD range meets 

the firing activity 

6.1 Identify the range danger area (RDA) for the activity being 

conducted 

6.2 Confirm that the RDA is containable within the area selected in 

accordance with JSP 403 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) To have an understanding of the safe system of 

training and other organisations involved in the 

safe running of MOD range complexes 

Unit expiry date 31 March 2021 

Assessment requirements specified by a 

sector or regulatory body (if appropriate) 

Assessed must be conducted in the workplace, in 

a training environment.  Simulation is not permitted 

for this unit 

Name of the organisation submitting the 

unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  6 

URN: H/507/1114 

Title: Produce written instructions in support of the firing activities 

Level: 4 

Credit value 4 

TQT 40 

GLH 35 

Learning outcomes 

 

The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 

 

The learner can: 

 

1. Understand the 

responsibilities of 

key personnel in 

the safe system of 

training 

 

 

1.1  Explain the importance of initial planning of activities on the firing 

range  

 

  

 

2. Be able to conduct 

a range recce 

2.1 Explain the importance of MOD range documentation in the 

planning phase 

2.2 Explain the process for the range recce in determining the 

planning needs 

2.3 Conduct the range recce in support of the activity 

3. Produce detailed 

written instructions 

in support of the 

firing activities 

3.1 Explain the importance of detailed written instructions 

3.2 Explain the importance of checking and countersigning written 

instructions by the senior planning officer (SPO) 

3.3 Draft initial written instructions 

3.4 Amend written instructions 

3.5 Provide detailed written instructions in line with organisational 

procedures 

  

4. Distribute written 

instructions to all 

relevant 

range/exercising 

staff 

4.1  Explain the importance of distributing written instructions  in 

addition to verbal briefings 

4.2  Distribute written instructions in line with organisation procedures 

4.3  Explain the importance of archiving written instructions 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) This unit is about understanding the responsibilities 

of key personnel in the combat safe system of 

training, the planning process and production of 

written instructions for safe firing activities on MOD 

ranges 

Unit expiry date 31 Mar 2021 

Assessment requirements specified by a Assessed must be conducted in the workplace, in 
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sector or regulatory body (if appropriate) a training environment.  Simulation is not permitted 

for this unit 

Name of the organisation submitting the 

unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

Availability for use Restricted 
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URN: M/507/1116 

Title: Range accident/incident procedures 

Level: 3 

Credit value 3 

GLH 20 

TQT 30 

Learning outcomes 

 

The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 

 

The learner can: 

 

1.  Understand the 

causes of range 

accidents and 

incidents 

1.1 Explain the reasons for reporting accidents/incidents on Ministry of 

Defence (MOD) ranges 

1.2 Explain the unintentional event or sequences that result in death, 

injury or damage to equipment 

 

 

2.  Investigation of an 

accident/incident/n

ear miss 

2.1 Explain the importance of prompt and detailed investigations of 

accidents/incidents 

2.2 Explain the accident/incident immediate action 

2.3 Support the investigation of a range accident/incident  

2.4 Identify the witnesses for interview 

2.5 Gather evidence from the accident/incident 

2.6 Establish the main cause(s) of the accident/incident 

2.7 Report the accident/incident through the chain of command 

 

 

 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) To understand the process in preserving valuable 

evidence of the efficiency of weapons and 

ammunition during training  

Unit expiry date 31 March 2021 

Assessment requirements specified by a 

sector or regulatory body (if appropriate) 

Assessed must be conducted in the workplace, in 

a training environment.  Simulation is not permitted 

for this unit 

Name of the organisation submitting the 

unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 
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URN: T/507/1117 

Title: Prepare the range for firing activities 

Level: 3 

Credit value 4 

GLH 30 

TQT 40 

Learning outcomes 

 

The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 

 

The learner can: 

 

1.  Understand the 

safety procedures 

prior to preparing 

the range for firing 

1.1   Describe the purpose of the range 

1.2   Explain the range danger area (RDA) 

1.3  Explain the responsibilities of the  range conducting officer (RCO) 

1.4 Explain the purpose of the Land Range Log (MOD  Form 906) 

2.  Set up the range 

using requested 

range stores  

2.1   Confirm that the requested range stores have been provided 

2.2   Confirm that the requested range stores are serviceable 

2.3   Set up the range for firing activities 

3.  Position the range 

safety personnel 

and equipment 

3.1 Explain the roles of the range safety staff 

3.2 Give safety briefs to range safety personnel 

3.3 Confirm communications links using protocols  

3.4 Confirm the range is free from unauthorised personnel and 

vehicles 

3.5 Confirm range safety flags are visible  

3.6 Conduct a rehearsal of the range 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) Prepare the range with the necessary equipment, 

medical cover and safety personnel 

Unit expiry date 31 March 2021 

Assessment requirements specified by a 

sector or regulatory body (if appropriate) 

Assessed must be conducted in the workplace, in a 

training environment.  Simulation is not permitted 

for this unit 

Name of the organisation submitting the 

unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

Availability for use Restricted 
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URN: A/507/1118 

Title: Provide a safe firing range environment 

Level: 3 

Credit value 6 

GLH 50 

TQT 60 

Learning outcomes 

 

The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 

 

The learner can: 

 

1.  Understand the 

safe range 

environment 

1.1 Explain the role of the written instruction in the event of an 

accident/incident 

1.2 Explain the responsibilities of the range safety supervisor 

1.3 Explain the importance of conducting the declaration prior to 

starting firing activities 

1.4 Confirm the location of all personnel on the range 

2.  Manage safe firing 

activities  

  2.1 Manage the range activities in line  with written instructions  

  2.2 Manager the safety of all personnel  on the range 

2.3 Monitor the range target functions  

  2.4 Manage safe firing activities in line with organisational procedures 

  2.5 Stop all activities on the range in the event of an 

accident/incident/near miss 

 

 

 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) Understanding the range environment, monitoring 

the essential range equipment and conducting safe 

range activities 

Unit expiry date 31 March 2021 

Assessment requirements specified by a 

sector or regulatory body (if appropriate) 

Assessed must be conducted in the workplace, in 

a training environment.  Simulation is not permitted 

for this unit 

Name of the organisation submitting the 

unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

Availability for use Restricted 
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URN: F/507/1119 

Title: Close the range after firing activities 

Level: 3 

Credit value 4 

GLH 32 

TQT 40 

Learning outcomes 

 

The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 

 

The learner can: 

 

1.  Understand the 

requirements for 

closing down the 

range  

1.1   Explain the process of closing down the range 

1.2   Explain the importance of informing other of finishing on the 

range 

1.3   Establish the requirements of the range restoration 

1.4  Explain the importance of accounting for all resources 

2.  Close down the 

range activity  

2.1   Inform range control that the firing activity has finished 

2.2   Confirm that all weapons have been unloaded and are 

accounted for 

2.3   Confirm that all range stores are accounted for 

2.4   Confirm that the range is restored in line with range orders 

2.5   Explain the reasons for the declaration 

2.6   Conduct the declaration  

2.7   Debrief on the firing activities 

2.8   Complete the mandatory range documentation prior to leaving 

the range 

Additional information about the unit 

Unit purpose and aim(s) This unit is about closing down and restoring the range and 

accounting for all stores and equipment. Debriefing and 

conducting the declaration prior to signing off the range  

Unit expiry date 31 March 2021 

Assessment requirements 

specified by a sector or 

regulatory body (if appropriate) 

To be assessed in the workplace, in a training environment.  

Simulation is not permitted for this unit 

Name of the organisation 

submitting the unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

 

 

 

 

 


