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The

Two Witnesses
  As humanity cascades into what the Bible calls “the
end times,” a question continues to emerge among members
of the Church of God. Many are wondering, who are the Two
Witnesses? What will they do, and when will they appear?

The  Bible  prophesies  that  these  two  individuals
will  perform  awe  inspiring  miracles  as  they  preach  the
gospel  during  the  last  days.  They  will  be  able  to  resist
their  adversaries  by calling  down fire,  stopping the  rain,
and turning rivers to blood during the final days of man’s
rule  on earth.  But,  when will  they appear  on the  scene?
What is the work God gives them to perform, and how will
we recognize them?

  
 False Claims Abound
 This subject is of vital importance. In this age many
false  teachers  are  making  outlandish  claims  about  these
Witnesses. Some state they are only symbolic. Others claim
they  have  actually  met  and  spoken  to  them.  One  man
proclaims  that  he  will  train  the  Witnesses,  and even more
outlandish, some have made the wild claim that they are the
Witnesses! 

Examples of this heresy abound. One minister and his 
wife declared that the two of them were the Witnesses. In her 
book The Great Controversy, Ellen G. White taught that “The 
Two Witnesses represent the Scriptures of the Old and the 
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New Testament.” John Gill wrote that they are “…various 
preachers over 1260 years.”
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Another  writes that his church “…is the  only place
Christ’s government can be found, and this means that the
Two Witnesses will be given “… their office by Christ from
WITHIN THIS CHURCH!”  In  one  break  off  group,  two
men  in  the  Philippines  claim  they  are  the  Two Witness.
Another  boldly  states  that  the  “…two olive  trees… (The
Witnesses) would …be applied now to two prominent men
in  God’s  Church  –Herbert  Armstrong  and…  himself.”  

Christ forewarned us about such false teaching when
He said that  many would come in His name and deceive
many (Matt. 24:4-5). The statements quoted above reflect a
perfect example of Christ’s prophecy. 

Such flagrantly false and misleading claims are born
of the human imagination,  and ego. Moreover, those who
follow such teachings are being misled by these dogmatic
false claims. But, do not be fooled. 

The Almighty requires that His people rightly divide
His Word and consistently prove all things. To that end, the
Scriptures  give  clear  and  direct  insight  regarding  the
Witnesses.  They  expose  exactly  why  the  claims  such  as
those quoted above are all absolutely false.     
 
The Time Frame of the Witnesses 

Most  Bible  students  begin  their  study of  the  Two
Witnesses in the book of Revelation. It is in this book that
readers are introduced to these two servants of God, and an
angel speaks of the timing of their ministry: 

And there was given me a reed like unto a rod:
and the angel  stood,  saying,  Rise,  and measure
the temple of God, and the altar,  and them that
worship therein. But the court which is without
the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is
given unto  the Gentiles: and the holy city  shall
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they tread under  foot  forty  and two months
(Revelation 11:1-2).  

This  vital  verse  reveals  two  identifying  elements.
First, the ministry of these witnesses occurs during the end
time when a physical  temple exists. Second, it  reveals the
timing is during the Great Tribulation—forty two months. 

In John’s vision, an angel also tells the Apostle to
measure  the  temple.  While  some  have  thought  that  this
temple refers to God’s Church, the truth is that it does not.
Instead,  these  verses  validate  the  fact  that  a  third  temple
will be built in Jerusalem, and that it will come under the
control  of  the  Gentiles  during  the  42  months  of  Great
Tribulation (Dan. 11:31; Isa. 66:1-3). 

In  other  verses  validating  that  such  a  temple  will
exist, the apostle writes that this temple possesses an altar
and resides in a specific place—the holy city of Jerusalem.
The truth is that there are numerous verses confirming that
a temple will be built prior to the Tribulation. For example,
It is the same length of time referred to as “times time and
half  a  time” in (Dan.12:7),  and 1260 days  in (Rev. 12:6)
and Rev. 13:5-6.) 

It is also important to realize that the verses above
declare that Jerusalem will be held captive by the Gentiles
during  the  tribulation.  This  period  of  time  is  significant
because  it  also  identifies  when  the  Two  Witnesses  will
prophesy to the entire world. As will be demonstrated, the
Two Witnesses will begin their ministry at the start of The
Great Tribulation, lasting three and a half years, a time that
is  so  catastrophic,  that  it  affects  the  entire  world  (Rev.
3:10). 
 The  timing  in  Revelation  11:3  serves  as  evidence
that no one can claim to be one of the Two Witnesses until
the three and one half year tribulation has begun. To make
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such a claim now is no more than a despicable lie to gain
followers. 

Moreover, several additional Scriptures corroborate
the timing of the work of the Witnesses, even revealing the
single  great  event  triggering  the  tribulation  and initiating
the ministry of the Witnesses.
 Christ  clarified  this  fact  when  gathered  with  His
disciples, they asked the time when the end time prophecies
would take place.
  

And  as  he  sat  upon  the  mount  of  Olives,  the
disciples came unto him privately,  saying,  Tell
us, when shall  these things be? and what  shall
be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the
world? (Matthew 24:3).
 
Christ answered, explaining that the traumatic end-

time  tribulation  would  be  punctuated  by  false  teachers
coming in His name, wars, and rumors of war, famine, and
pestilence. Family and friends would turn on one another,
and there would be signs in the heavens.  He went on to
explain  that  during  this  time,  the  gospel  would  be
preached as a witness to all nations. In His words:
 

And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and
then shall the end come (Matthew 24:14). 

 
This  verse  makes  it  clear  that  the  gospel  is

preached as a witness up to the very end. It is important to
understand that  during the three and one half  years,  this
work is likely fulfilled by the Two Witnesses. The Church
will no longer be capable of public preaching as a result of
the tribulation, and the power of the beast. 
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For this  reason,  the Bible  describes  this  tribulation
period as a time of a famine of the Word (Amos 11:8). This
three and one half year period of time is expressed in these
terms  because,  during  this  time  of  global  trouble,  God’s
people will be in one of two places. They will either be in a
place  of  safety where they are protected,  held captives  as
prisoners,  or  become martyrs,  in  the tribulation.  For  more
information on this subject, order a free copy of our booklet,
The Place of Safety.  

During this  time of the famine of the Word, these
two faithful servants will be the only spokesmen for God on
the  earth—the  only  ones  able  to  preach  the  truth  to  the
world  and  remain  alive.  They  will  be  Christ’s  personal
witnesses to mankind, but what is their witness? 

The Kingdom Preached as a Witness? 
For a number of years most Church members have

understood that the phrase that “the kingdom of God will be
preached  in  the  entire  world  as  a  witness”  as  being  a
reference to the work done by the Church. It was believed
that  during  this  end  time,  most  who  heard  the  Church’s
message  of  the  Kingdom  to  come  would  not  believe  it.
However, it would be a witness to them so that when God’s
Kingdom  was  actually  established;  those  alive  on  earth
would  remember  the  message  and  acknowledge  that  the
Church had preached the truth. 

However, an entirely different meaning is intended.
The word witness has a far more profound connotation than
most  have  realized.  For  example,  Strong’s  Concordance
states that the word “witness” is: 
 

Marturion:  Neuter  of  a  presumed  derivative  of
G3144; something  evidential that is, (generally)
evidence given or  (specifically)  the  Decalogue
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(in  the  sacred  Tabernacle):  -  to  be  testified,
testimony, witness.

  
Marturion  is  a  legal  term  that  represents  the

presentation of evidence in a trial. The legal evidence these
Two Witnesses present is specifically the Decalogue—the
Ten Commandments. 

In other words, this phrase is actually a reference to
the Two Witnesses giving legal testimony in God’s court of
the world. They are testifying—pointing to the people and
presenting a legal indictment against them for their refusal
to keep God’s Ten Commandments. 

The Strong’s number associated with term marturion
is  G3144—“martus.”  This  word  also  refers  to  the  two
“witnesses” in a judicial sense, but by analogy, the meaning
is “martyr.” Tragically, that is the ultimate fate of these two
incredible,  faithful,  individuals.  They  will  eventually  be
murdered. 

What Prompts The Ministry of the Two Witnesses?
 Christ  continued explaining  the events  of the last

days to His disciples. In this intimate dialogue, as they sat
gathered on the Mount of Olives, He stated:
 

Therefore  when  you  see  the  ‘abomination  of
desolation,’  spoken  of  by  Daniel  the  prophet,
standing  in  the  holy  place  (whoever  reads,  let
him understand) (Matthew 24:15). 
 
While  explaining  events  of  the  end  time  to  His

disciples,  Christ  said  that  when  members  of  His  Church
read these words, they were to understand. Do we grasp the
meaning of Christ’s words today? What does He want us to
know? What are we to understand?
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The Abomination of Desolation

We are  to  understand  Daniel’s  meaning  regarding
the “abomination of desolation” spoken of in Daniel. 12:11.
However, tragically,  many do misunderstand today.  These
make the mistake of applying the abomination to Antiochus
Epiphanies  who placed  an  image  of  his  false  god in  the
temple in 167 B.C. 

However, that horrible act occurred nearly 200 years
prior  to  Christ  prophesying  of  a  final  abomination  of
desolation, one that would occur in the distant future. The
Savior’s  words  reveal  that  the  blasphemous  act  of
Antiochus was only a type, a forerunner, of a later and more
terrible fulfillment. 

There is  a duality  in  prophecy,  and the actions  of
Antiochus  described in  Daniel  11:15-34 prefigure a  later,
and much greater, event to occur during the end-time when
a more  powerful,  and more  evil,  man the Bible  calls  the
“king of the north” and “the beast” will take center stage in
the world (Rev. 13:4).

The King of the North—the Beast
It  will  be  the  values,  judgments,  and  military

decisions  of the beast  that  will  bring this  final  age to  its
horrific and climactic close. The Scriptures speak at great
length  regarding  the  activities  of  this  military  king,  and
Christians  are  to  understand  the  evil  acts  that  will  be
perpetrated by this wicked man. As Daniel explained:

At the time of the end the king of the South shall
attack him; and the king of the North shall come
against  him  like  a  whirlwind,  with  chariots,
horsemen,  and  with  many  ships;  and  he  shall
enter  the  countries,  overwhelm  them, and  pass
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through. He shall also enter the Glorious Land,
and many  countries shall be overthrown;  but
these shall  escape from his hand: Edom, Moab,
and the prominent  people  of  Ammon.  He  shall
stretch out his hand against the countries, and the
land  of  Egypt  shall  not  escape.  He  shall  have
power over the treasures of gold and silver, and
over  all  the  precious  things  of  Egypt;  also  the
Libyans and Ethiopians shall follow at his heels.
But  news  from  the  east  and  the  north  shall
trouble him; therefore he shall go out with great
fury  to  destroy  and  annihilate  many.  And  he
shall plant the tents of his palace between the
seas  and  the  glorious  holy  mountain; yet  he
shall come to his end, and no one will help him
(Daniel 11:40-45).

Provoked by the king  of  the south,  likely  a  united
Islamic  state,  the  beast  will  bring  his  military  down,  and
forcibly  take  over  the  Middle  East.  He  will  establish  his
headquarters  in  Jerusalem between  the  Mediterranean  and
the Dead Sea. From there he will  control the temple area,
putting an end to the sacrifices. At that time he will bring
about the abomination of desolation. As Daniel wrote:

And  from  the  time  that the  daily  sacrifice is
taken away, and the abomination of desolation
is  set  up,  there  shall  be one  thousand  two
hundred  and  ninety  days.  Blessed  is he  who
waits,  and  comes  to  the  one  thousand  three
hundred and thirty-five days (Daniel 12:11-12).
 
Many argue over the interpretation of these 1290 and

1335 days. However, most of ideas are fanciful. However, an
honest conclusion can be reached within the context of the
verses.  For  instance,  three  things  occur.  (1).The  beast’s
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armies take over the Middle-East and sets up residence in the
Temple.  (2)  He  stops  the  sacrifices.  (3)  He  sets  up  the
abomination initiating the tribulation lasting 1260 days, and
that these three events amount to 1335 days. 

The  Beast  conquers  the  Middle
East  in  45  days,  setting  up
residence in the Temple between
the Mediterranean and Dead sea. 

 
 
45 Days

The  Beast  stops  the  daily
Sacrifices for 30 days. 

 
30 Days

After  30  days,  the  beast  causes
the  abomination  initiating  the
tribulation lasting 3 ½ years.

 
1260 Days 

 
Total 

 
1335 Days 

The  Apostle  Paul  also  prophesied  regarding  the
Beast’s ego-maniacal blasphemy.  He pinpoints the cause of
the tribulation as being this abomination. He explains that this
is the point in time that the beast sits in the temple, declaring
himself to be God. The Apostle warns:
 

Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day
will not come unless the falling away comes first,
and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,
who opposes and exalts himself above all that is
called God or that is worshiped, so that  he sits as
God in the temple of God, showing himself that
he is God (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4). 

 
This wicked world leader is the end-time abomination

of  desolation.  He  sits  in  the  third  temple,  ordering  the
sacrifices be stopped, and declaring that he is God! It is this
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blasphemous act that instigates enormously violent  conflict,
requiring the Beast’s armies to protect Him (Luke 21:20). It
also becomes the fuse that ignites the tribulation, and with it—
the ministry of God’s Two Witnesses.   

Another set of Scriptures confirm that this is the time
the tribulation begins. Therefore, it is possible to know exactly
when the Witnesses begin their work. As Christ explained to
His disciples:

 
When ye  therefore shall  see the abomination of
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand
in  the  holy  place,  (whoso  readeth,  let  him
understand:) Then let them which be in Judaea flee
into  the  mountains:  Let  him  which  is  on  the
housetop not come down to take any thing out of
his  house: Neither  let  him which is  in  the field
return back to take his clothes. And woe unto them
that are with child, and to them that give suck in
those days! But pray ye that your flight be not in
the winter, neither on the Sabbath day:  For then
shall be great tribulation, such as was not since
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever
shall be (Matthew 24:15-21). 

When  the  abomination  occurs  in  the  holy  place,
believers in Jerusalem are told to flee to the local mountains,
taking nothing with them. They are not fleeing to a place of
safety, but are simply getting out of harm’s way as fighting
and riots take place.

 Why Are They Not to Take Anything? 
Those who flee are to take nothing because it would

slow  their  flight.  However,  they  will  also  no  longer  need
anything.  This day is the beginning of the tribulation.  That
very night in Jerusalem, God will take those who obeyed His
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command to flee to the mountains to a place of safety. There
God will feed them, provide a cloud by day, and give them
fire by night. There they will be safe for a time, times, and
half a time—the time of the tribulation. As John wrote:
 

And to the woman were given two wings of a great
eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into
her place, where she is nourished for a time, and
times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent
(Revelation 12:14). 
 

 From this we see an obvious correlation. The three and
one half  year  tribulation  begins  when the  beast  sits  in  the
temple claiming that he is God. Because the ministry of the
Two Witnesses is the same three and one half years, this is the
very moment that launches their ministry of which much more
is spoken of in other verses of the Bible.    

The Two Olive Trees and Two Candlesticks
When  the  book  of  Revelation  introduces  the  Two

Witnesses, it identifies them in a unique way. The Apostle
John records Christ’s words: 
 

And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and
they shall  prophesy a  thousand two hundred  and
threescore days, clothed in sackcloth These are the
two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing
before the God of the earth (Revelation 11:4). 

What are these two olive trees,  and what  are these
candlesticks? The book of Zechariah answers this question
through a vision in which God’s prophet records:  
 

And the angel  that  talked with me came again,
and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of
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his  sleep,  And said unto me,  What  seest  thou?
And  I  said,  I  have  looked,  and  behold  a
candlestick all  of gold, with a bowl upon the
top  of  it,  and  his  seven  lamps  thereon,  and
seven  pipes  to  the  seven  lamps,  which  are
upon the top thereof:  And two olive trees by
it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the
other upon the left  side thereof.  So I answered
and  spake  to  the  angel  that  talked  with  me,
saying, What are these, my lord? Then the angel
that talked with me answered and said unto me,
Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No,
my lord (Zechariah 4:1-5) 

Before going further, an aside should be understood.
From the life times of both Zechariah and the Apostle John,
candles  had  not  yet  been  invented.  What  the  prophet
actually saw was a lamp stand in which the oil was burned
to produce light. 

Moreover,  Zechariah saw two olive trees that were
later described to the Apostle in Revelation 11:4 above. John
stated that they represented the Two Witnesses. These two
olive trees are also called the two anointed ones. 

 
Then answered I,  and said unto him,  What  are
these two olive trees upon the right side of the
candlestick and upon the left side thereof? And
I answered  again,  and said unto him,  What  be
these two olive branches which through the two
golden  pipes  empty  the  golden  oil out  of
themselves? And  he  answered  me  and  said,
Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No,
my  lord.  Then  said  he,  These  are the  two
anointed ones,  that  stand  by the  Lord of  the
whole earth (Zechariah 4:11-14). 
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 Interestingly,  the word anointed is made up of two
words, “sons” and “oil.” They are the two leaders, who will
be God’s representatives during the end time: 
 
Eras of the Church

 In the book of Revelation the first chapter and verse
13 through chapter 2-3, Scripture reveals seven lamps on a
stand that represented seven New Testament Church eras.
During the period of the Old Testament,  there was also a
lamp stand in the temple with seven individual lamps. Each
individual  lamp  represented  a  specific  era  of  the  Old
Testament and those eras reflected similar attributes of the
seven  eras  found  in  the  Old  Testament.  For  more
information  regarding  this  subject,  order  our  free  book,
Evidence for Eras.   

The  seven  lamps  in  Zechariah  are  types.  They
portray the seven eras of the Old Testament as revealed by
the  leaders  the  restoration  of  Judah  after  their  captivity.
These  also  show the  characteristics  germane  to  the  Two
Witnesses, the leaders of the last Church eras described in
Revelation.

Christ  clearly  revealed  the  meaning  of  the  lamp
stands in the pages of Revelation. As John wrote:  

And I turned to see the voice that spake with me.
And  being  turned,  I  saw  seven  golden
candlesticks; And  in  the  midst  of  the  seven
candlesticks  one like  unto  the  Son  of  man,
clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt
about  the  paps  with  a  golden  girdle… And  he
had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his
mouth  went  a  sharp  twoedged  sword:  and  his
countenance  was as  the  sun  shineth  in  his
strength…The mystery of the seven stars which
thou  sawest  in  my  right  hand,  and  the  seven
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golden  candlesticks.  The  seven  stars  are  the
angels  of  the  seven  churches:  and  the  seven
candlesticks  which  thou  sawest  are  the  seven
churches   (Revelation 1:12-13, 16, 20). 

 
In Revelation, the seven lamp stands portray seven

church eras, beginning from their birth on the historic first
Pentecost,  and continuing down through time until  Christ
returns  to  rule  the  earth.  The  seven  stars  represent  their
angels or messengers. 

The  lamp  stand  in  Zechariah  differs  from  that  in
Revelation. There Christ is leading, guiding, and providing
the spirit to the churches. In Zechariah’s account, there is a
bowl on top of the lamp stands by which God feeds the oil,
a symbol  of the Holy Spirit,  flowing from the two Olive
trees to light the lamp, thereby supplying God’s truth to the
last two Churches.  

In Zechariah, these two olive trees are represented by
the two servants of God used in the rebuilding of the temple in
Jerusalem after the Jews had returned from their seventy year
captivity in Babylon. However, in their prophetic sense, they
symbolically portray the future end-time two Witnesses that
God will use to rebuild the doctrines and faith of His Church
during the final era during the Great Tribulation. 

In Zechariah, these olive trees only supply oil to two
lamps on the lamp stand, thus these two lamps portray the last
two Old Testament church eras (Zech. 4:11-14). By this, the
Two Witnesses  are  symbolized  by Zerubbabel  and Joshua,
and the New Testament validates that the Two Witnesses are
portrayed by these two olive trees. As the Apostle John wrote:

And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and
they shall  prophesy a  thousand two hundred  and
threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the
two olive trees, and the  two candlesticks standing
before the God of the earth (Revelation 11:3-4). 
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Understanding the “Two Candlesticks” in Revelation

It is important to clarify this statement in Revelation
that speaks of “two trees and two candlesticks.” Because of the
word “two” prior to the term “candlesticks,” some translators
assumed there were two lamp stands, but this is not so. 

This is a translation error. Two “lamp stands” would
mean  there  were  14  single  lamps.  Instead  “the  two
candlesticks” should read “two lamps.” By this reading it is
clear that Revelation refers to the time that the Two Witnesses
feed the oil that continues the flame of  two lamps—a symbol
of the last two Church eras. Therefore, in both Zechariah and
Revelation  there  is  only one lamp stand,  each  with  seven
lamps in which at the end-time, only two are burning. Notice
how some translate this verse so that this distinction is clear:
 
Weymouth  New  Testament:  These  witnesses  are  the  two
olive-trees, and they are  the two lamps which stand in the
presence of the Lord of the earth
 
Bible in Basic English: These are the two olive-trees and the
two lights, which are before the Lord of the earth.
 
Darby:  These  are  the  two  olive  trees  and  the  two  lamps
which stand before the Lord of the earth;

 Zerubbabel  and  Joshua  were  two  leaders  during
Judah’s  return  from Babylon.  They were  responsible  for
rebuilding the temple and reestablishing God’s law in the
society.  They are symbolic  of the Two Witnesses  whose
calling  is  to  perform a  similar  restoration  of  God’s  end
time Church.

During the tribulation, the oil a symbol of God’s spirit
in these two trees, types of the Two Witnesses, will keep the
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flame  alive  in  two  lamps  on  the  lamp  stand—the  flames
represent the last two eras of God’s Church whose leaders are
the Two Witnesses, both of which will administer the will of
God by the power of the His Spirit during the tribulation. 
 
Not by power or Might

Imagine  these men discovering  that  they have  been
called  by  God  to  be  the  Two  Witnesses.  Consider  the
staggering  weight  they  would  feel.  Both  Zerubbabel  and
Joshua in their time, and later the Two Witnesses during The
Great  Tribulation,  find  themselves  in  the  position  of  two
people against the rest of the world, the greatest  army ever
assembled by the Beast, and Satan himself. They would likely
feel  overwhelmed  and somewhat  fearful.  Thus,  God calms
Zerubbabel,  by  stating  that  God  Himself  will  perform  the
work through them:
 

So I answered and spake to the angel that talked
with me, saying, What are these, my lord? Then the
angel that talked with me answered and said unto
me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said,
No, my lord. Then he answered and spake unto me,
saying,  This  is the  word  of  the  LORD  unto
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power,
but  by  my  spirit,  saith  the  LORD  of  hosts
(Zechariah 4:4-6). 

 
The Great Mountain and the Head Stone
 Zechariah  is  told  that  he  need  not  worry.  God
reassures His chosen leaders that they do not need to fear the
responsibilities  He  lays  on  them.  The  Almighty  will
accomplish the work that He wants done through Zerubbabel.
He will also do the work that must be done through the final
end-time Two Witnesses. The prophecy then moves to explain
what that work is:  
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Who  art thou,  O  great  mountain? before
Zerubbabel  thou shalt  become a  plain:  and  he
shall  bring  forth  the  headstone thereof  with
shoutings,  crying, Grace,  grace  unto  it
(Zechariah 4:6-7). 

 
The Great Mountain

In  prophecy,  the  term  mountain  is  used
symbolically to represent a powerful government (Isa 2:1-
5; Micah 4:1-5). Notice this  symbolism used in Daniel’s
explanation of the dream of Nebuchadnezzar.  The dream
describes the various governments  that  would exist  from
Babylon to Rome.  The last  of these is the empire of the
Beast, and it will ultimately be leveled to become a regime
of ashes: 

Behold,  I  am against  thee,  O  destroying
mountain, saith the LORD, which destroyest all
the earth: and I will stretch out mine hand upon
thee,  and  roll  thee  down  from  the  rocks,  and
will  make  thee  a  burnt  mountain  (Jeremiah
51:25). 
 
On the other hand, Christ’s government will grow

into a great mountain.  It  will  eventually cover the entire
earth and all its nations and ethnicities: 
 

Thou  sawest  till  that  a  stone  was  cut  out
without hands,  which smote the image upon
his  feet that  were of  iron and clay,  and brake
them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the
brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces
together,  and  became  like  the  chaff  of  the
summer  threshing floors;  and the wind carried
them away,  that  no place was found for them:
and the stone that  smote  the image  became a
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great  mountain,  and  filled  the  whole  earth
(Daniel 2:34-35). 

 The Headstone
After  the  Scriptures  speak  of  this  evil  mountain

becoming  a  plain  before  Zerubbabel,  they  tell  of  him
bringing forth  the  head stone.  Strong’s  Dictionary  states
that  “head  stone”  are  two  words  numbered  “H68”  and
“H7222.”  They  mean  the  “chief”  “stone.”  Therefore,
bringing  the  chief,  or  headstone,  can  only  refer  to
preparing  for  the  return  of  Christ’s  Kingdom.  As  Isaiah
recorded: 
 

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay
in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a
precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that
believeth shall not make haste (Isaiah 28:16).  

 
The  Witnesses  will  not  only  prophecy  of  the

destruction  of  this  wicked  end-time  government,  they  will
have  a  literal  part  in  announcing  it  to  the  world,  and also
preparing those alive, for the return of Christ. It is Christ who
will be the governor of God’s Kingdom, the cornerstone of
that Kingdom, and ultimately ruler of the entire earth.  
 
Start to Finish

During the time  of  Ezra and Nehemiah  there  were
two important figures that appear as leaders. Zerubbabel was
the governor of Jerusalem. He played a chief role in planning
and organizing the reconstruction of the temple. 

Zerubbabel  had  come  to  do  the  work  from  the
beginning. He oversaw its foundation and was told by God
that he would finish it:
 

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me,
saying,  The hands of Zerubbabel  have  laid the
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foundation of this house; his hands shall also
finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of
hosts hath sent me unto you (Zechariah 4:8-9).

 
Prior  to  the  building  of  the  second  temple,  while

Judah was yet captive in Babylon 70 years, much truth and
the proper practice of religion had been lost. At the end of
the age, during the last era of the Church, considerable truth
and dedication will also have been lost. 

During the return of Judah from Babylon, God’s two
leaders rebuilt the temple and established God’s law. In the
end-time, the work of the Two Witnesses will rebuild true
doctrine and faith within God’s Church. 

The one leader of the two end-time Witnesses will
start the job of rebuilding God’s truth within His Church,
and preaching the gospel as a witness to the world—those
who reject  God’s  Commandments.  He too will  finish the
work God started through him. As will be explained later,
the second witness will join him shortly after he begins his
work. 

 The Plummet
The Scriptures state that God’s people will  rejoice

when  they  see  the  plummet  in  the  hand  of  Zerubbabel.
During Zerubbabel’s time, and in our present modern age,
the plumb line is used as a device by construction workers,
enabling them to create straight lines, insuring the building
is  true  and  upright.  Thus,  part  of  the  responsibilities  of
these  prophets  will  be  to  insure  that  God’s  Church  is
upright, and properly built upon the prophets and apostles,
Christ being the chief stone (Eph. 2:20). 

This was a vital aspect of Zerubbabel’s work. It will
also be a major part of the work of the Two Witnesses. As
Zechariah continues:
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For who hath despised the day of small things?
For  they  shall  rejoice,  and  shall  see  the
plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel  with those
seven;  they  are the  eyes  of  the LORD,  which
run to and fro through the whole earth (Zechariah
4:10).    

The Small Remnant Will Rejoice In Correction
By the time of the end, God’s last two Church eras

will be very small, and the Witnesses are told not to despise
that fact. Further the greater number of those who are in the
tribulation  will  have  become  lukewarm.  In  such  a  state,
they  will  have  become  susceptible  to  false  doctrines,
accepting a half hearted approach to the ways of God, and
letting their spiritual character slip. 

However, the people will eventually begin to rejoice
as  they  see  these  prophets  of  God  setting  the  Church
straight.  The  Two  Witnesses  will  correct  the  corrupt
doctrine;  treat  the  Church practices  as holy,  and clear  up
any of the Church’s residual disunity. 

These Scriptures reveal God assuring His Witnesses
that the Church will accept the God inspired truth that these
two bring.  The saints will  also rejoice in the unity,  truth,
and faith their work manifests. 
 
The Eyes of the Lord

One of the instruments that God uses as He rules the
earth   are  seven  eyes  that  go  to  and  fro  throughout  the
planet.  These  eyes  are  angelic  beings  whose  existence  is
specifically for the use of Christ, the Rock. 

In  that  context,  the  following  truth  should  be
understood. Christ is not omnipresent. He does not go into
every  filthy  place  on  earth.  He  has  angelic  beings  that
watch over all, and then report back to Him. As the Apostle
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John  wrote,  Christ  is  the  lamb  raised  to  eternal  life  to
inhabit  heaven  at  the  Father’s  throne  where  these  seven
eyes are stationed:
 

And I beheld, and lo, in the midst of the throne,
and of the four living beings, and in the midst of
the  elders  stood  a  Lamb  as  it  had  been  slain,
having seven horns, (Churches) and seven eyes,
which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth
into all the earth (Revelation 5:6).  
This is why, when Christ came to visit Abraham, He

said that He had come to see if the reports He had heard
regarding Sodom and Gomorrah were actually true. At that
time it was only two angels, (two eyes) that accompanied
Him and who actually entered Sodom (Gen. 18:21; 19:1). 
 
Two Witnesses—Two Different Offices

The form of God’s government is dual. Therefore in
many places in the Bible, there are two individuals who do
God’s work together. One represents the civil side of God’s
government while the other fulfills the religious aspect.

For example,  God the Father  is  governor over all,
and  therefore  He  functions  as  the  civil  leader  of  His
Kingdom.  Christ  functions  as  the  religious  side  in  His
position of High Priest. During the exodus, Moses was the
civil  leader  and  Aaron  the  religious  leader.  Later,  David
was  King,  while  Nathan  was  the  prophet.  Even  in  the
human family, the father functions on the civil side, and the
mother  reflects  the  religious  side  teaching  the  children
God’s way (I Cor. 11:3).

We also see this  same form of government  in  the
work of the Two Witnesses. One calls down lightening and
stops the rain as did the religious prophet Elijah (1 Kings
17:1-7; 18:1; 2 Kings 1:9-14). The other Witness appears as
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a civil leader. His role is more like that of Moses, having
the power to  turn rivers  to  blood. According to  this  dual
nature of God’s government, a second figure is introduced
in  the  previous  chapter  of  Zechariah.  As  the  prophet
recorded: 
 

And  he  shewed  me  Joshua  the  high  priest
standing  before  the  angel  of  the  LORD,  and
Satan  standing  at  his  right  hand  to  resist  him.
And  the  LORD  said  unto  Satan,  The  LORD
rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath
chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand
plucked out of the fire? (Zechariah 3:1-2). 

Plucked From the Fire 
These verses contain important truths about the second

witness—Joshua.  He  was  the  High  Priest  of  the  second
temple, and the first thing we are told is that he is standing
before the angel of God. However, Satan is also standing at
his right hand to tempt him. 

It is likely that most readers of the Bible consider the
Two  Witnesses  to  be  the  most  righteous  men  on  earth.
However this Witness is described as a brand plucked from
the fire. Fire pictures trial (1Pet. 1:7). Further, the work of the
Witnesses is during the tribulation when the Laodiceans are
forced to endure that very fiery trial (Rev. 3:18). 

Thus,  Joshua  is  symbolic  of  one  end-time  Witness
who appears to go into the tribulation. God plucks him out and
uses  Him  during  the  end  time  work.  However,  Joshua’s
impure state and having to be plucked out of the tribulation is
likely the reason the Zerubbabel figure starts the work, is in a
leading position, and is the one who finishes the work.  
 
Filthy Garments
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We are also told the reason Joshua had to be plucked
out  of  the  tribulation.  His  garments  were  filthy.  Dirty
garments  are  a  reflection  of  the  individual’s  character.
Evidently,  God sees potential value in Joshua and removes
him from the tribulation in order to clean him up spiritually
and use him in the end-time work: 
 

Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments,
and  stood  before  the  angel.  And  he  answered
and  spake  unto  those  that  stood  before  him,
saying,  Take  away  the  filthy  garments  from
him.  And  unto  him  he  said,  Behold,  I  have
caused  thine  iniquity to  pass  from thee,  and  I
will clothe thee with change of raiment . And I
said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So
they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed
him with garments. And the angel of the LORD
stood by. And the angel of the LORD protested
unto  Joshua,  saying,  Thus  saith  the  LORD  of
hosts;  If  thou  wilt  walk in  my  ways,  and  if
thou  wilt  keep  my  charge,  then  thou  shalt
also judge my house, and shalt also keep my
courts,  and  I  will  give  thee  places  to  walk
among these that stand by (Zechariah 3:3-7). 
 
 God  next  issues  a  combination  of  warnings  and

promises.  He  explains  that  if  Joshua  retains  upright
behavior,  he will  ultimately judge those in God’s house.
He  will  be  part  of  God’s  Spirit  led  leadership  team
composed  of  those  who  attain  the  first  resurrection.  As
such, he will be able to walk in places that only those in
the angelic kingdom now walk. 
 
The Witnesses Set the Stage for the Millennium 
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The  Two  Witnesses  preach  their  message  during
the  tribulation  to  prepare  mankind  for  Christ’s  return.  It
will  be  magnificent—a time  the  earth  and mankind  will
enjoy rest:  

Hear now, O Joshua the high priest,  thou,  and
thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men
wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my
servant the BRANCH (Zechariah3:8).  

 
The Branch 

The Branch is  Christ  (Jer.23:5).  He is  the branch
that grew forth out of King David’s line, and from which
we today are enabled to bear fruit. The Scriptures describe
Him in detail as they depict Christ’s return and His rule in
the millennium. As the prophet Isaiah explained: 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem
of Jesse,  and  a Branch shall  grow out of  his
roots: And  the  spirit  of  the  LORD  shall  rest
upon  him,  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and
understanding, the spirit  of counsel  and might,
the  spirit  of  knowledge and of  the  fear  of  the
LORD;  And  shall  make  him  of  quick
understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he
shall  not  judge  after  the  sight  of  his  eyes,
neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: But
with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and
reprove with equity for  the  meek of  the earth:
and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall  he
slay the wicked.  And righteousness shall be the
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of
his  reins.  The  wolf  also  shall  dwell  with  the
lamb,  and the  leopard  shall  lie  down with  the
kid;  and  the  calf  and  the  young  lion  and  the
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fatling  together;  and  a  little  child  shall  lead
them And the cow and the bear shall feed; their
young ones shall lie down together: and the lion
shall eat straw like the ox (Isaiah 11:1-7). 
 

The Engraved Stone with Seven Eyes, 
The  Scriptures  repeatedly  speak  of  Christ  as  the

Rock, a Stone, and as having seven eyes that serve Him.
As the prophet Zechariah recorded: 
 

For  behold  the  stone  that  I  have  laid  before
Joshua;  upon  one  stone  shall  be seven  eyes:
behold,  I  will  engrave  the  graving  thereof,
saith the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the
iniquity of that land in one day (Zechariah (3:9). 
 
 
The  allusion  to  Christ  being  the  Rock  is  made

certain again in Zechariah. 4:7. The Psalms also reiterate
this, saying:  

The stone which the builders refused is become
the  head  stone of  the  corner.  This  is  the
LORD'S  doing;  it  is marvelous  in  our  eyes
(Psalm 118:22-23).  
The same case holds  for  the  seven eyes.  They too

belong to Christ. As explained earlier, these are spirit beings
that go throughout the earth reporting the state of the nations
and God’s people to Christ:
 

For who hath despised the day of small things? for
they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the
hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the
eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through
the whole earth (Zechariah 4:10). 
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  The  Savior  also  stated  that  He  will  engrave  this
stone. As the rock or stone, Christ  engraves Himself.  But,
what are these engravings? Consider that Christ states that
He will engrave the stone and remove the iniquities of the
land in one day. 

Thus, these two events are connected—but how? The
Biblical Illustrator explains:
 

That  is,  of  the  stone,  upon  which  were  to  be
seven eyes,  and which intends the Messiah, the
foundation laid in Zion. To engrave is to pierce
and cut.  When  He  became  a  Man of  Sorrows,
when He said, “Reproach hath broken My heart,”
then was this Scripture fulfilled. As there is no
engraving without wounding, so to engrave is to
embellish  and  beautify.  And  He  was  made
perfect through suffering. The richest display of
His graces; the acquirement of the dispensation
of the Spirit;  the dominion He exercises in our
nature;  the  prerogative of  judging the  world in
righteousness;  and  the  praises  He  will  inhabit
through eternal ages—all these resulted from His
sufferings.  “Because  He  was  obedient  unto
death, even the death of the Cross, therefore God
hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name
above  every  name.”  (William  Jay),
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/tbi/zec
hariah-3.html/ret 5/25/17)
For a deeper understanding of the meaning of the

engraved  stone,  consider  the  meaning  of  the  word,
“engrave.”  Strong’s  Dictionary  states  it  is:  (pathach),  A
primitive  root;  to  open wide  (literally  or  figuratively);
specifically  to…begin,  plough,  carve).  The  term
“engravings”  used  in  this  same  verse  is  similar.  It  is
“pittuach,  and means  sculpture  (in  low or  high  relief  or
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even  intaglio):  (a)  carved  (work).  As  the  Rock,  Christ
offered Himself to be engraved—to become a carved work
by the stripes of the Roman’s whip.

Christ  is  the  Stone  with  seven  eyes  observing
mankind. He engraved Himself  in sacrifice and later laid
himself  as  a  carved  stone  before  Joshua,  causing  his
iniquity to pass from him (Zech. 3:4).  As this  stone,  He
will also remove the iniquity of the land in one day (Zech.
3:9).  The  removal  of  those  sins  was  made  possible  by
God’s Passover when Christ engraved Himself by offering
His body, and His life as God’s sacrifice for mankind. 

Christ  submitted  Himself  to  the  brutal  Roman
Lictor’s whip that literally ripped and tore deep grooves in
his flesh so that He could see His ribs (Psa.22:14-17). He
was crowned with thorns. He was speared in His side, and
nails were driven into his flesh to affix Him to the stake. 

It  is  by  this  sacrifice  that  Christ,  our  rock,  was
engraved, and carved by man’s hideous tools of pain on a
single day. It was when the Savior removed our iniquity by
taking the punishment we deserved upon Him.   

The Two Witnesses Precede the Millennium
The final verse speaks to Joshua regarding the topic

of the millennium. This fact provides further evidence that
Joshua and Zerubbabel portray the two end-time Witnesses.

These two final Witnesses minister during the end of
the age, up to Christ’s return at which time He will refashion
the landscape in preparation to build a magnificent temple in
the re-landscaped area of Jerusalem (Ezek. 40-48). 

Upon His  return,  Christ  will  also  remove  Israel’s
sin, and then restore His way of peace and prosperity to
Israel first,  and then ultimately to the entire world. Thus
this section ends with the millennial words: 
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For  behold  the  stone  that  I  have  laid  before
Joshua;  upon  one  stone  shall  be seven  eyes:
behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith
the  LORD  of  hosts,  and  I  will  remove  the
iniquity of that land in one day. In that day,
saith the LORD of hosts,  shall  ye call  every
man his neighbour under the vine and under
the fig tree (Zechariah 3:9-10). 
 

Two Witnesses—Two Eras
Thus  far,  we  have  seen  that  the  seven  lamps

represent the seven eras of God’s Church, but only two are
burning at  the  end-time.  Thus,  these  lights  represent  the
last  two eras  of the Church—Philadelphia  and Laodicea.
Moreover,  the  Laodicean  era  is  not  protected  in  the
tribulation, but the Philadelphia era is promised safety. As
John writes of them: 

Because thou hast kept the word of my patience,
I  also  will  keep  thee  from  the  hour  of
temptation,  which  shall  come  upon  all  the
world,  to  try  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth
(Revelation 3:10). 
 
The era of Philadelphia is kept from the tribulation.

On the other hand, the Church era of Laodicea is forced to
endure  this  time  of  trouble.  The  Eternal  allows  this  to
happen to His people in order to transform them from their
half hearted worship, to being fully dedicated servants of
God. Notice what John wrote of them: 
 

I  counsel  thee  to  buy of  me  gold  tried  in  the
fire,  (trial  or  tribulation)  that  thou  mayest  be
rich;  and  white  raiment,  that  thou  mayest  be
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do
not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve,
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that  thou  mayest  see.  As  many  as  I  love,  I
rebuke  and  chasten:  be  zealous  therefore,  and
repent (Revelation 3:18-19).

  
In this context, a conclusion becomes obvious. The

fact  that  there are  two lamps  burning in  the lamp stand,
and  there  are  Two  Witnesses  cannot  be  a  coincidence.
Further, the fact that Joshua was to go into the fire—trial
or  tribulation,  and was  plucked  out  shows that  the  Two
Witnesses are  from these two distinct  and different  eras.
The obvious conclusion is  that  Zerubbabel  is  part  of the
Philadelphia era, and Joshua is from lukewarm Laodicea.  
 
Supernatural Protection for the Witnesses

During  the  ministry  of  the  Two  Witnesses,  they
will  expose  the  identity  of  the  beast.  Further,  they  will
testify  against  the  people  who  are  rejecting  God  and
refusing to keep the Creator’s Commandments. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  beast  will  have  armies
protecting  him,  and  it  is  certain  he  will  attempt  to  use
those armies to silence the Two Witnesses. For this reason,
God promises  to  provide  supernatural  protection  for  His
two prophets.  He explains  this  to  the  Apostle  John who
recorded:  
 

And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth
out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies:
and if any man will  hurt them, he must in this
manner  be  killed.  These  have  power  to  shut
heaven,  that  it  rain  not  in  the  days  of  their
prophecy:  and have power  over  waters  to  turn
them to blood,  and to  smite  the  earth with all
plagues, as often as they will (Revelation 11:5-
6).  
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When the Scripture states that fire comes from their
mouth,  it  is  unlikely  that  fire  literally  comes  out  of  their
mouth. Instead it more probably means fire will come down
at  their  command.  The  Elijah  of  the  Old  Testament
provides a clear portrait of what is meant:
 

And Elijah answered and said unto them,  If I be a
man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and
consume thee and thy fifty.  And the fire of God
came down from heaven, and consumed him and his
fifty.  And he sent again a captain of the third fifty
with his fifty. And the third captain of fifty went up,
and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and
besought him, and said unto him, O man of God, I
pray thee, let my life, and the life of these fifty thy
servants,  be  precious  in  thy  sight.  Behold,  there
came fire down from heaven, and burnt up the two
captains  of  the  former  fifties  with  their  fifties:
therefore let my life now be precious in thy sight
(2Kings 1:12-14). 

 
Miracles That Validate the Ministry of the Witnesses  

God stated  that  the  witnesses  would  perform other
miracles. These would likely include turning water into blood,
and  other  plagues  like  darkness,  pestilence,  flies  and
whatsoever else they might determine. 

These powers are reminiscent of those proclaimed by
Moses.  When  in  Egypt,  he  pronounced  God’s  devastating
plagues that would come on the nation of Egypt until Pharaoh
finally relented and let God’s people go free.

The  Apostle  Paul  was  taught  by  Christ  personally
while in the desert (Gal. 1:15-18). During that time, he grew
in understanding and came to realize that those things that
ancient Israel experienced were examples. They were acted
out in ancient history for those who would live during the
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time of the end of the age. It would be those who would see
these miracles and understand their source (I Cor. 10:6). 

For example, Elijah called down fire. Moses called for
the Nile to turn to blood. Certainly, the types and symbolism of
the Exodus mirror the end-time witnesses. Thus, Israel of old
pictured spiritual Israel—God’s Spirit led Church. 

Satan,  the  devil,  is  portrayed  historically  by  the
Pharaoh,  who  controlled  a  vast  and  powerful,  but  corrupt,
political and religious system. God’s people were persecuted by
those in the Egyptian society as we will be in the future.

In that circumstance, Moses worked miracles as both he
and Aaron contended with two magicians of Pharaoh’s court,
Janes and Jambres. At first, these magicians could mimic God’s
miracle (Exo. 7:9-12). 

In this case, Moses and Aaron also foreshadow the Two
Witnesses who will also face the dark forces of the beast and
false prophet at the end (Rev. 11:3-6). The beast power and
false  prophet  will  work  miracles  similar  to  those  of  the
Witnesses. For example, the false prophet is called a second
beast and he will call fire down from heaven to validate the
Beast. These two are false witnesses! As John recorded:
 

And I beheld another beast coming up out of the
earth;  and he had two horns like a lamb,  and he
spake as a dragon. And he exerciseth all the power
of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth
and them which dwell therein to worship the first
beast,  whose  deadly wound  was  healed.  And he
doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come
down from heaven on the earth in the sight of
men, And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth
by  the  means  of those  miracles  which  he  had
power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to
them that dwell on the earth, that they should make
an image to the beast, which had the wound by a

1



sword, and did live.  And he had power to give life
unto the image of the beast, that the image of the
beast should both speak, and cause that as many as
would not worship the image of the beast should be
killed (Revelation 13:11-15).

The Witnesses Are Finally Killed 
Even  with  the  ability  to  protect  themselves  by

miraculous plagues, the Witnesses are finally killed by the
evil beast power. As John writes: 
 

And when they shall have finished their testimony,
the beast  that  ascendeth out of  the bottomless pit
shall  make war against them,  and shall  overcome
them, and kill them. And their dead bodies shall lie
in the street of the great city,  which spiritually is
called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was
crucified.  And they of  the people  and kindreds
and  tongues  and  nations  shall  see  their  dead
bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer
their dead bodies to be put in graves. And they that
dwell upon the earth shall  rejoice over them,  and
make  merry,  and shall  send gifts  one to  another;
because  these  two  prophets  tormented  them  that
dwelt on the earth.  And after three days and an half
the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and
they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon
them which saw them. And they heard a great voice
from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And
they ascended up to heaven in a cloud;  and their
enemies beheld them (Revelation 11:7-12).  

A Witness in Death
In these verses, God reveals that the beast ascends out

of the bottomless pit. This pit is a prison that houses the very
worst of the demons that followed the Devil in his rebellion.
The demon that empowers the beast is able to overpower God’s
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Two Witnesses, not because their power is weaker than God’s,
but  because  the  primary  work  of  the  Witnesses  is  finally
finished.  

The Witnesses lay dead in the street, and the people
rejoice, but the Scriptures state that after three and a half days,
the spirit of life from God entered them, and God calls them to
ascend up to heaven. 

Because God calls  them up in a resurrection,  people
wonder,  are  they  resurrected  before  the  rest  of  the  faithful
Christians, or after them? How do they fulfill their time that is
also 1260 days?  In answer, within the resurrection chapter of
Corinthians, the Apostle Paul writes: 

 
 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump: for the trumpet shall  sound, and  the dead
shall  be  raised incorruptible,  and  we  shall  be
changed (Corinthians 15:52).   

 
In this case, Paul’s statement appears to suggest that

at the last trump, everyone in the first resurrection is raised at
the same time. Additionally,  Hebrews 11:40 states that the
faithful  are  in  their  graves  waiting  for  the  time  of  the
resurrection of all the saints. 

In that context, is it possible that the Witnesses are
raised at the same time as the rest of the saints? Is their 3 ½
days symbolic, and if so, does their resurrection occur at the
end of 3 ½ days, but also at the end of the tribulation—3 ½
years. This could be a legitimate possibility based on God’s
use of a day to symbolize a year. Notice some occasions this
was the case. 
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Ezekiel was to lie on his side a day for a year Ezek. 4:4-6
 
Israel to wander 40 years—a day for a year Numbers 14:34.
 
Daniel’s vision of 490 years was a day for a year Daniel 9:24-27

If God is using a day for a year in this timings , the
statement, “after three days and an half…” could refer, not
only to how long the Witnesses lay  dead in the street, but it
would also serve as a miraculous sign from God to humanity
further validating their  3 ½ year  ministry during the great
tribulation. 

At the same time the verses in both Hebrews and 1st
Corinthians appear to say that the original Elijah and Moses
will be resurrected with all the other saints, and not before.
Thus, it is likely the Two Witnesses are raised at the same
time, and the 3 ½ days they had lay dead in the open street,
then  were  miraculously  resurrected  could  be  inclusive  to
their Witness to the world by ending after 1260 days, or forty
two months exactly.
 
God Promised to Send Elijah before the End

Most  Bible  students  are  aware  that  the  Scriptures
contain  a  promise  of  an  Elijah  figure  to  appear  as  God’s
messenger announcing that Christ would come. The prophet
Malachi speaks of him saying:  

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall
prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even
the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight
in:  behold,  he  shall  come,  saith  the  LORD  of
hosts (Malachi 3:1). 
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These  Scriptures  explain  that  this  messenger  is  to

give  a  witness  announcing  Christ’s  coming.  As  noted
earlier  that  witness  is  to  also  pronounce  an  indictment
against the people for not keeping God’s Commandments.
This  messenger  is  a  Witness  of  and  for  Christ,  and  his
message will be:
 

Remember  ye  the  law  of  Moses my  servant,
which I  commanded  unto him in Horeb for  all
Israel, with the statutes and judgments. Behold, I
will  send  you  Elijah  the  prophet  before  the
coming  of  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the
LORD: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers
to the children, and the heart of the children to
their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with
a curse (Malachi 4:4-6). 

 This is the same message that the end time witness
will proclaim. However, understand that they will not turn
the  children  to  their  biological  fathers.  Just  the  opposite!
Most children are deeply separated from their fathers by our
modern social media and our societal values. Christ actually
prophesied that prior to His return families would become
deeply separated over religious differences: 
 

And the brother  shall  deliver  up the brother  to
death, and the father the child: and the children
shall  rise  up  against  their parents,  and  cause
them to be put to death (Matthew 10:21).  

 What Christ is saying is that the final Elijah to come
will  indict  people  for  not  keeping  God’s  commands.  For
those  who  hear  and  respond,  he  will  turn  those  of  that
generation to respect and imitate the ancient fathers such as
Elijah, Abraham, and Moses—those who did obey God. In
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like  manner,  he  will  prepare  those  who  repent  to  be
accepted and embraced by the ancient faithful fathers at the
time of the resurrection (Luke 16:22).   

Two Ministries of Christ—Two Elijah’s
Most religious people living during Christ’s ministry

understood  that  the  Messiah  would  be  preceded  by  an
Elijah figure. The Savior explained this when His disciples
queried Him regarding this: 
 

And his disciples asked him,  saying,  Why then
say the scribes that Elias must  first come? And
Jesus answered and said unto them,  Elias  truly
shall first come, and restore all things. But I say
unto you,  That  Elias is  come already,  and they
knew  him  not,  but  have  done  unto  him
whatsoever  they  listed.  Likewise  shall  also  the
Son of  man  suffer  of  them.  Then the  disciples
understood that he spake unto them of John the
Baptist (Matthew 17:10-13).
This shows that John the Baptist  was the Elijah to

come, urging people to repent and keep God’s commands
prior to Christ’s appearance. His generation understood that
their  forefathers  had  gone  into  captivity  for  worshiping
other  Gods,  having  idols,  and  not  honoring  the  Sabbath.
Consequently,  the Jewish people set a fence around those
Commandments  and  were  stringent  regarding  keeping
them.  The  sins  John  preached  against  in  his  day  were
primarily  based  on  those  found  in  the  last  six
Commandments. 

The people were mistreating one another in the name
of religion. They would refuse to help their family claiming
Corban (Mar. 7:11). They sold sheep to be sacrificed at the
feasts but at a higher rate than deserved. They looked down
upon the poor, and illegally charged interest on loans to them. 
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Thus, when the Scriptures state that Elijah will come,
and that he had already come, it  is a reference to John the
Baptist  who  preceded  Christ’s  first  coming  to  earth.  His
ministry was to point out that Christ was the Lamb of God and
that the people were to repent of their abuses (John 1:29). 

Christ would come to the earth two times. The first
occurred when He came to be a sacrifice for mankind. The
second is  yet  to come when He will  return,  take over the
world, and serve as its King. Each of these times is preceded
by an Elijah figure, so there is yet one to come—that Elijah
figure is one of the Two Witnesses. 
 
Was John the Baptist Elijah? 

When  Christ  appeared,  there  had  been  no  prophet
since Malachi for over 400 years.  Then suddenly John the
Baptist  appeared,  and  the  people  were  deeply  curious
regarding his message. As the Apostle John wrote: 
 

And this  is  the  record  of  John,  when the Jews
sent  priests  and  Levites  from Jerusalem to  ask
him,  Who  art  thou?  And  he  confessed,  and
denied not;  but  confessed,  I  am not  the  Christ.
And  they  asked  him,  What  then?  Art  thou
Elias?  And he  saith,  I  am not. Art  thou that
prophet? And he answered,  No. Then said they
unto  him,  Who art  thou?  that  we  may  give  an
answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of
thyself? He said, I am the voice of one crying in
the  wilderness,  Make  straight  the  way  of  the
Lord, as said the prophet Esaias (John 1:19-23).  

 John told those questioning Him that he was NOT
Elijah,  but  he  preached  the  same  message  as  Elijah.
However,  Christ  later  stated that  John actually  WAS the
Elijah  to  come  (John  17:11-12).  Thus,  John  the  Baptist

1



was a fulfillment  of the prophecy that  Elijah would first
come. However, when asked if he were Elijah, John may
have answered “I am not” because He was not the same
Elijah in the Old Testament.  Then again,  he simply may
have not known the Messiah would appear twice, and that
he was a type preceding the ultimate and final fulfillment. 

However, these circumstances generate an interesting
question.  For  example,  is  it  possible  that  like  John  the
Baptist, the Two Witnesses are alive today, but they may not
actually know their ultimate identity as of yet? 
 
Did Moses and Elijah Literally Appear to the Apostles?

At one point in His ministry,  Christ was speaking
to  His  apostles  regarding  the  time  He  would  return  in
glory.  During His teaching, He stated that some standing
there would not die until they saw him come in glory. As
Matthew wrote:
 

For the Son of man shall  come in the glory of
his  Father  with  his  angels;  and  then  he  shall
reward  every  man  according  to  his  works.
Verily I say unto you,  There be some standing
here, which shall not taste of death, till they see
the  Son  of  man  coming  in  his  kingdom
(Matthew 16:27-28). 

 In the next chapter Christ revealed Himself  to the
disciples.  When He did,  He reflected  the  appearance  He
will display when He next returns to earth. In the vision,
Moses  and  Elijah  appeared  with  Him.  As  Matthew
describes this event:   

And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and
John his brother,  and bringeth them up into an
high  mountain  apart,  And  was  transfigured
before them:  and his face did shine as the sun,
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and  his  raiment  was  white  as  the  light.  And,
behold,  there  appeared  unto  them  Moses  and
Elias talking with him (Matthew 17:1-3). 

 
This verse has led some to ask the question,  were

these two figures with Christ literal Moses and Elijah? Did
Christ resurrect them for this appearance? In answer, it is
the author’s opinion that this was not the case. For example,
Matthew explained that  Jesus  Himself  said it  was  only a
vision—not an actual occurrence:
   

And, behold,  there appeared unto them Moses
and Elias talking with him. Then answered Peter,
and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be
here:  if  thou  wilt,  let  us  make  here  three
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and
one  for  Elias.  While  he  yet  spake,  behold,  a
bright  cloud overshadowed them:  and behold a
voice out  of  the  cloud,  which said,  This  is  my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye
him. And when the disciples heard it, they fell on
their face, and were sore afraid. And Jesus came
and touched them,  and said,  Arise,  and  be  not
afraid. And when they had lifted up their  eyes,
they saw no man, save Jesus only.  And as they
came  down  from  the  mountain,  Jesus  charged
them,  saying,  Tell  the vision to no man,  until
the  Son  of  man  be  risen  again  from the  dead
(Matthew 17:3-9). 
The apostles saw a vision, but what did they actually

see when they witnessed the transfiguration? In light of the
verses above, it  appears most  likely that the disciples did
not  really  see  the  literal  Elijah,  Moses,  and Christ.  They
only saw a vision of them.  

Notice  that  the  verses  describing  this  event  say
“there appeared unto them Moses and Elijah talking with
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him.” They saw an appearance, a vision, and not the actual
individuals resurrected to life from the dead. Remember, if
the disciples  actually  saw Jesus in  His glory,  they would
die, for man cannot look upon God and live (Exo. 33:20).

In that context, it is likely that the disciples did not
actually see Jesus the way He is seen by other spirit beings
(I  John 3:1-4).  Similarly,  in  the Apostle  John’s  vision of
Christ, in the book of Revelation, he only saw a vision of
Christ on His throne. Likewise, these disciples likely only
saw a vision of the glorified Christ, Moses, and Elijah.
 
Are the Two Witnesses the Resurrected Elijah and Moses?

Some also wonder; “When it comes to the time of
tribulation, will God literally resurrect Moses and Elijah to
fulfill the roles of the Two Witnesses?” 

The likelihood in this case is also no. For example,
when it comes to the actual Witnesses, one is represented
by  Joshua,  the  High  Priest.  His  character  needed  to  be
cleaned up and pulled out of the fire. Thus, one of the end-
time  Witnesses  is  Laodicean,  and  is  plucked  out  of  the
tribulation. This could not be the case with either Moses or
Elijah.  Their  character  was  Godly,  and  they  were  both
counted as righteous. 

Just as John the Baptist was the Elijah to come, but
was not the literal Elijah, the Witnesses are not likely to be
the  literal  Moses  and  Elijah.  While  the  Two  Witnesses
reflect Moses and Elijah, and serve in the spirit of these two
heroes of faith,  the Bible provides no evidence that these
two are resurrected in order to perform their role of the Two
Witnesses.  
Can Anyone Now Claim To Be One Of The Witnesses? 

With numerous claims that people have seen or know
the Two Witnesses, how can we be certain? Are they true or
not?  It certainly is possible that the Witnesses may be alive at
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this time. However, it is likely that they would not yet know
that they were the Witnesses. Consider Malachi’s statement: 

 
Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  before
the  coming of the  great  and dreadful  day of the
LORD (Malachi 4:5). 

 
This verse begins to answer the question. When will

God send this witness? The answer is before the Day of the
Lord. That is the day of God’s wrath. In other words, during the
tribulation up to the point of the seventh trump that begins the
wrath of God (Rev. 8:3). Therefore, it is likely that neither the
church nor the Witnesses themselves will know their identity
until they are called to do their work. 

The circumstance will likely be no different than any
other  prophet.  God  simply  called  the  others  when  He
commissioned them to do the work that He had planned for
them. Consider Moses, Isaiah, Amos, and Hosea. They were
called  to  be  prophets  when  God  had  a  job  for  them  to
accomplish, not before. 

In addition, Scripture shows that no one will know their
identity until the abomination of desolation has occurred. That
is when they begin their ministry,  and the Bible gives us no
indication that they function as prophets prior to this.  

In addition at this time, there is no man on earth that
can perform miracles such as those done by the Witnesses. If
the Witnesses were here today, they would have a powerful
message and that  message  would be supported by profound
miracle  working  powers.  Moreover,  if  the  Witnesses  were
empowered and identified now, there would be two ministers
preaching the full  truth and drawing God’s people together.
Instead, the churches are split up and attacking one another in
hopes of gaining members and tithes.
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The Two Witnesses are to restore all things, yet no one
is restoring the Church. Instead leaders are tearing each other
down, and not one is humble enough to submit to another. The
Church of God is degenerating, not growing in faith as it would
if the Two Witnesses were active. Think! If they were visible,
all the churches would flock to them for inspiration, hope, and
the truth they shared. 

The Witnesses are not known yet. If they were, they
would not brashly and boldly,  broadcast their identity.  They
would be humble,  but preach the truth fearlessly.  Therefore,
prophecy must continue to that point when God calls them to
action. At that time all will know. 
 
How to Recognize the Two Witnesses?

When the Two Witnesses appear, how will we know
they  are  sent  by  God?  One  way  is  the  timing  of  their
appearance.  The Two Witnesses  are  not  active  at  this  time,
therefore, any who claim that the Witnesses are here now are
false  witnesses.  The  ministry  of  these  two  starts  when  the
abomination  of  desolation  takes  place—the  beast  sits  in  a
temple that is yet to be built, and claims he is God. At this time,
the Witnesses will become visible to all. 

A second point is their physical appearance. These two
will be wearing sackcloth, not a suit and tie. They won’t be
driving expensive cars,  and won’t be the leaders  of a mega
church with thousands of members. The time of their ministry
takes place when God’s people are in captivity, or in a place of
safety. The Two Witnesses will stand alone preaching on earth
—not be leaders of churches. 
  A third point is that they will be unassuming. They will
not  claim to be  without  sin,  to  be  better  than  others,  more
righteous, or deserving of their office. They will be humble and
simply follow God’s directions. Those who brag that theirs is
the only Church from which the Witnesses could come—or

1



those who claim that they actually are the olive trees, and are
prominent  men of God—these are false prophets.  They will
ultimately be ashamed of their braggadocio.   

A fourth point is their actions. They will point out
Satan’s  two  leaders  on  earth.  In  so  doing,  they  will
identify the beast and the false prophet as evil men. They
will give prove that the beast is not God as he professes.
They will sternly warn humanity against taking the mark
of the beast. Further, their message will indict the people
for  refusing  to  keep  God’s  commandments.  In  so  doing
many will  repent,  and align  themselves  with the  faithful
forefathers such as Noah, Abraham, and Jacob. 

Fifth,  they will  literally have the power to perform
miracles.  They  won’t  just  give  sermons  to  people  to
convince them of their identity. Their actions will not cause
growth in an offshoot church somewhere. Instead, their work
will provoke murderous enemies, and they will have the God
given  power  to  pronounce  plagues  to  protect  themselves
from such attacks by these enemies.  
 
Meeting the Biblical Criteria 

Therefore,  if  anyone  claims  to  be  one  of  the  Two
Witnesses,  or that  they will  come from their  organization,
they must meet the biblical criteria. They will be doing what
the  Witnesses  are  prophesied  to  do.  Further,  it  must  be
understood that  the  Witnesses  are  God’s  chosen prophets!
They will not be under some other man’s authority as some
pride driven Church leaders imply. 

Claiming  such  a  thing  is  vastly  egotistical  and
ultimately no more than a false marketing tool used to get
more members. Further, just as God is not going to protect
an  individual  because  of  the  Church  he  or  she  attends.
Neither will He call His Two Witnesses because of where
they attend. Those God will choose to protect will be chosen
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because of God’s election, their character, and loyalty to the
Almighty. 

Like the Biblical prophets and heroes of faith of the
past, God has likely already chosen who the Witnesses are.
However, He has not yet empowered them. 

They are chosen according to God’s will, His calling
and  His  purpose—not  because  of  their  affiliation  with  a
particular human Church leader or corporation. And—just as
the Scriptures indicate, in like manner as those who are taken
to safety, they will only be revealed when the man of sin sits
in  the  holy  place  claiming  to  be  God  and  the  tribulation
begins—not before.  
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