YICTORY OVER FUTILITY <VICTORY OVER FUTILITY

Proverbs 3:13-35 Proverbs 3:13-35
Truth: Truth:
» Jesus’ wisdom can give us a life of blessing. » Jesus’ wisdom can give us a life of
3:13-18 3:13-18
Reason: Reason:
> Jesus’ wisdom can give us a life aligned with the power » Jesus’ wisdom can give us a life with
behind creation. 3:19-20 the power behind . 3:19-20
Result #1: Result #1:
» Jesus’ wisdom can give us a life of peace and » Jesus’ wisdom can give us a life of and
security. 32126 . 3:21-26
Result #2: Result #2:
» Jesus’ wisdom can give us life-giving relationships » Jesus’ wisdom can give us life-giving
amidst a culture of death. 327-35 amidst a culture of death. 327-35
o Don'tfail to show kindness. 3:27-28 o Don'tfail to show . 3:27-28
o Don’t erode trust. 3:29-30 o Don’t erode . 3:29-30
O Avoid the violent. 3:30-31 O Avoid the . 3:30-31
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FURTHER UP, FURTHER IN

How would you define futility? What is the opposite of futility?
Have you ever had a season when you felt like your life was futile?
What changed?

Looking over Proverbs 3:13-18, how would you define the
“blessing” we receive from wisdom? What are some ways that we
aim for the wrong thing in our lives instead of aiming for wisdom?
(see also Psalm 34:8; 40:4; 84:12; 146:5; 112:1)

Read Proverbs 3:19-20. Why does it matter than wisdom is tied to
God’s work in creation? How should this impact your thinking on
a day-to-day basis?

Read Proverbs 3:21-26. What promises are given to those who
hold onto wisdom? How have you seen this work itself out in your
life? What questions does this raise for you?

How does the way people treat each other in our culture produce
death and condemnation? How can we be lights in the midst of
our culture? (see Phil 2:14-15; 1 Pet 2:11-12; Matt 5:16; 2 Cor 8:21;
James 3:13-18)

Read Proverbs 3:27-28, 3:29-30, and 3:31-32. As you read, discuss
which of these stood out to you and why? Which of these is most
challenging to you?

What is one relationship where you can exercise one of these
verses this week?

“I'have come home at last! This is my real country! | belong here. This is the land | have been looking for all my
life, though | never knew it till now. ... Come further up, come furtherin!”  — C.S. Lewis, The Last Battle
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